Stewart Udall
An Open Letter on Race
and the
Consequences of Conscience

In 1967 Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall
Wrote a Letter to the Editor to the
Magazine “Dialogue” calling for an end
to the ban on blacks receiving the priesthood.

The following documents relate to
the writing of that letter
and the reaction of the press and church.



3 Letters received by Stewart Udall
as Secretary of the Interior
relating to the
Mormon ban on black men receiving
the Priesthood



Letter 1



THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
VALDOSTA BRANCH PRESIDENCY
FLORIDA MISSION
VALDOSTA, GEORGIA

Mer. 28, 1961

Dear Bro., Udall:

First I would like to congratulate you on your sppointment as Becretary
of Interior and I hope and pray that you do your job in a pleasing manner
before our Heavenly Father and that you will be kept free from base political
heads and pressure groups, I enjoyed the write up on you end the family in
"Field & Stresm" and hppe to see more about you and your fine family,

Now as e member of the most segregated orgenizetion on earth, how can
you tell a men who to hire on a ball club? Is it Constitutional? Please don't
_be victimized by the seed of @ain, .

Mey God bless you and yours,

Sincerely, Williem O, Wildes -

2314 Bemis, Rd,

Valdosta, Ga,




COPY OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

“TO PLAY IN D, C., REDSKINS MUST HIRE NEGROES--UDALL"
{by the Associated Pn:s)

Washington--Secretary of Interior Stewart L. Udall has warned George
Preston Marshall, owner of the all-white Washington Redskins pro-
fessional football team, that he will be expected to hire Negro players
if the team is to play in the new District Stadium.

Marshail countered immediately that he would be glad to discuss
the matter any time.

Udall, in a letter to Marshall Friday said the football owner is in for
“a moral argument with the President and the administration’ --

and even possible criminal prosecution -~ if his team practices
discrimination.

Udall, himself a professional football fan, wrote Marshall after
issuing a new National Park Service rule to prohibit discrimination by
teams using the $20 million stadium. It is being built by the District
of Columbia Armory Board on land leased from the Park Service.

Marshall didn't say he would hire a Negro player before moving into
the staidum in October.

What he said was: "1 obey the laws. If they change them I'll abide by
them. I didn't know the government had the right to Jell the showman how
to cast the play.

] would consider it a great honor to meet with and discuss this with the
President of the United States and would be very appreciative if Mr. Udall
would arrange such a meeting.

"Yes, 1'd like to debate that kid. I could handle him with words. I used
to be able to handle his old man (Joseph P. Kennedy, whom Marshall
said he knew in Boston where the Redskins played before 1937). "



Letter 2



316 Chillum Road
Mount Rainier, Md.

September 11, 1961

Editor

Afro-American Newspaper
1800 =11th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

n C

Dear Sir:

Without h aving any means of checking to verify my suspicions, I would
be willing t o gamble that Secretary of Interior Udall advertises big and
acts mighty small about how much he hates discrimination. WMr. Udall is

said t o be a Mormon, holding a profound antipathy toward our Colored
Race.

How many Negroes does Secretary Udall have on his team (or personal
staf£)? I1'11l wager he has exactly the same number GS-15(or higher)
positions in the Secretary's office at Interiar as Frince George County
has on their school board.

For equality sake why not get an answer?

Very t ruly(



Letter 3



WASHINGTON AFROAMERICAN

MEMBER AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS DECATUR 00O8O

A GREAT LINK IN AMERICA'S GREATEST CHAIN OF NEGRO NEWSPAPERS

|860 ELEVENTH ST. N.W.
WaAasHINGTON |, D. C.

September 12, 1961

Mr. Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Department of Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Udall:

Despite our editorial criticism of you in the past, we never-
theless are convinced that you intend to act in good falith as
far as the problem of racial discrimination is concerned.
This newspaper certainly hopes to ses concrete action in this
field in the not too distant future.

The enclosed letter came to our office and I'm forwarding it
on to you. We don't believe that a man's religion determines
to any appreciable extend his feeling toward Negroes, but it
is generally believed in America that Mormons are anti-Negro.

However, we eventually intend to get some "answers" about the
Department of Interior and the extent to which Negroes are
working and being promoted to higher grades. Before we publish
that story, we hope to be albe to talk with you?“”T trut all
continues to go well with you and your family

Co 741122L
Sumner Stdna, Jr.
Editor

CSSJr/jt
encl.
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Letter sent by Stewart Udall to the
Mormon Church First Presidency
regarding the priesthood ban



September 18, 1961

Air Mail

Dear President Moyle and President Brown:

I am deeply concerned over the growing eriticism of our Church
with regard to the issues of racial equality and the rights of
minority groups. My immediate concern has been elicited by
such things as the three letters which I am enclosing and the
casual comments, but of greater importance have been the
inquiries and comments which from time to time have been
directed to me personally by leaders who occupy positions

of prominence in our Nation%s Capital.

Unquestionably, the sensitivity of the American people on this
question is deepening. It is my judgment that unless something is
done to clarify the official position of the Church these sentiments
will become more intense and vocal, and sooner or later I fear
they will become the subject of widespread public comment and
controversy,

Under the circumstances--and in a spirit of humility--] felt that
I should convey my concern to you. I strongly feel that this
matter deservee your wise attention, and I etand ready to give
assistance or counsel if such should be in order,

Sincerely,
/8/ Stewart

Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior

President Henry D. Moyle

President Hugh B. Brown

Church of the Latter-Day Saints

L.D.8. Church Administration Building

47 East South Temple Street

Salt Lake City, Utah

f;‘( (»&L‘SZ—(,[ S
SLU:akl




Response from First Presidency
Member Hugh B Brown
to Stewart Udall regarding
the priesthood ban



TueE CHURGH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
OFFICE OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

SALT LARE Crtyll, UtAH

Sept. 27, 1961

Honorable Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Secretary Udall:

We appreciate very much your thoughtfulness in advising us of the growing
criticism of the Church with regard to the issues of racial equality and the
rights of minority groups.

We agree with you that it is a matter of great concern to the Church, and
that it deserves our wise attention. We hasten to assure you that this is a
matter which has received the closest, the wisest and, we hope; the most in-
spired attention of which the brethren are capable.

In considering this question in the past, practically every president of
the Church has made some statement in reference thereto. = When we read
the three letters which you enclosed to President McKay, his immediate com-
ment was, '"We admit negroes to the Church by baptism, but we do not let
them receive the Priesthood. "

We have always felt that we could do more for the Negro than any other
church. We know that through baptism the door to the celestial kingdom of
God is opened. In 1949 the First Presidency, after discussion with the Coun-
cil of the Twelve, wrote the following:

"The attitude of the Church with reference to negroes remains as it has
always stood. It is not a matter of the declaration of a policy but of
direct commandment from the Lord, on which is founded the doctrine of
the Church from the days of its organization, to the effect that negroes
may become members of the Church but that they are not entitled to the
priesthood at the present time. The prophets of the Lord have made
several statements as to the operation of the principle. President Brig-
ham Young said: 'Why are so many of the inhabitants of the earth
cursed with a skin of blackness? It comes in consequence of their
fathers rejecting the power of the holy priesthood, and the law of God,
They will go down to death. And when all the rest of the children

have received their blessings in the holy priesthood, then that curse
will be removed from the seed of Cain, and they will then come up and
possess the priesthood, and receive all the blessings which we are now
entitled to.'



"President Wilford Woodruff made the following statement: 'The Day will
come when all that race will be redeemed and possess all the blessings

which we now have,'

"The position of the Church regarding the negro may be understood when
another doctrine of the Church is kept in mind, namely, that the conduct
of spirits in the pre-mortal existence has some determining effect upon
the conditions and circumstances under which these spirits take on mor-
tality, and that while the details of this principle have not been made
known, the principle itself indicates that the coming to this earth and
taking on mortality is a privilege that is given to those who maintained
their first estate; and that the worth of the privilege is so great that
spirits are willing to come to earth and take on bodies no matter what
the handicap may be as to the kind of bodies they are to secure; and
that among the handicaps failure of the right to enjoy in mortality the
blessings of the priesthood, is a handicap which spirits are willing to
assume in order that they might come to earth. Under this principle
there is no injustice whatsoever involved in this deprivation as to the
holding of the priesthood by the negroes. "

There are several other statements that have been made and letters written
upon the subject. We thought it might be of interestto you to have a letter

written to a prominent educator in July of 1947, from which we quote the entire

substance:

"We might make this initial remark: the social side of the Restored Gos-
pel is only an incident of it; it is not the end thereof.

"The basic element of your ideas and concepts seems to be that all
God's children stand in equal positions before Him in all things.

"Your knowledge of the Gospel will indicate to you that this is contrary

to the very fundamentals of God's dealings with Israel dating from the

time of His promise to Abraham regarding Abraham's seed and their posi-
tion vis-a-vis God Himself. Indeed, some of God's children were assigned
to superior positions before the world was formed. We are aware that
some higher critics do not accept this, but the Church does.

"Your position seems to lose sight of the revelations of the Lord touching
the preexistence of our spirits, the rebellion in heaven, and the doctrines



that our birth into this life and the advantages under which we may be born,
have a relationship in the life heretofore.

"From the days of the Prophet Joseph even until now, it has been the doc-
trine of the Church, never questioned by any of the Church leaders, that
the Negroes are not entitled to the full blessings of the Gospel.

"Furthermore, your ideas, as we understand them, appear to contemplate
the intermarriage of the Negro and White races, a concept which has
heretofore been most repugnant to most normal-minded people from the
ancient patriarchs till now. God's rule for Israel, His chosen people,
has been endogamous. Modern Israel has been similarly directed.

"We are not unmindful of the fact that there is a growing tendency, par-
ticularly among some educators, as it manifests itself in this area, toward
the breaking down of race barriers in the matter of intermarriage between
whites and blacks, but it does not have the sanction of the Church and is
contrary to Church doctrine, "

You will see that President McKay's remarks at the moment are in keeping with
the statements of his predecessors.

Now, so far as the Tooele situation is concerned, we must leave it entirely
to the community of Tooele. = Whether they welcome the Negro, lend him money,
or what they do, is their responsibility. = The fact is that we do not welcome
negroes into social affairs, because if we did, it would lead to intermarriage,
and we do not favor intermarriage. = We recommend that negroes marry negroes,
and that whites marry whites, and we cannot modify this statement. @ We recom-
mend that Japanese marry Japanese, and that Hawaiians marry Hawaiians. The
cross between the Hawaiian and the Chinese makes a good citizen, and we do
not oppose it, but we look with disfavor upon negroes marrying whites, for their
own happiness. The only reason we object to their social participation is be-
cause that inevitably will lead to intermarriage, and we cannot change that
until the Lord gives a revelation otherwise.

The Church maintains that all citizens are, under the Constitution of the
United States, as it has been amended, entitled to all the freedom and to all
the liberties guaranteed by the Constitution. Negroes who are converted
to the principles of the restored gospel, as promulgated by the Church, are
entitled to membership in the Church, upon being properly baptized, and, ex-
cept for the holding of the Priesthood, are entitled to the blessings and
privileges otherwise granted members of the Church. You no doubt are
aware of the fact that the Prophet Joseph Smith was against slavery and that
the anti-slavery beliefs of the Church under Joseph Smith are credited by



some as being one of the chief causes of their troubles in Missouri and the
terrible persecutions which were endured by our people in that state., Fur-
thermore, the Prophet announced that if he had the power he would free all
the slaves, and, curiously, his plan was to buy the slaves their freedom.

We are in entire accord with a statement President Clark once made:

"I have the deepest and most profound sympathy for the position of the
negro, which, looked at from an earthly point of view, is perhaps not
explainable, but neither is the position of the Indian nor the Australian
bushman; however, as you may or may not know, there are, in our
philosophy, some principles which may account for these mortal in-
equalities. "

The likelihood of moving into Tooele a large group of negro families has
been brought to our attention previously by our mutual friend Eugene Merrill,
We do not anticipate any trouble, We have good leadership in the two stakes
in Tooele and believe that both from a church and a civic standpoint that the
community will adapt itself to whatever circumstances and conditions may arise.

Thanking you very kindly for your interest once again, we are

Faithfully, your brethren




Letter from &nd Counselor in First Presidency
Hugh B Brown to Stewart Udall
regarding possible change in priesthood ban



THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
OFFICE OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY
SALT LAKE CITY Il, UTAH

HUGH B. BROWN ]uly 22, 1963

Hon. Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Brother Udall:

Upon my return from the East this morning, I was delighted
to find a short note from you dated July 12. I was in Washington
for a short time for the youth conference on the 14th and 15th,
but my time was completely occupied. Otherwise I should have
made an effort to get an appointment with you.

Thank you for bringing to my attention the short article
on Romney and civil rights and the Negro question in general.

You might have noticed sometime ago a special article
in the New York Times indicating the possibility of some change
in our attitude on this question. While this article was not accurate
in its statements of the interview I had with the reporter, it did
give the over-all picture rather fairly.

I do not know what action should or can be taken in the
matter in the immediate future, but it is of very great and, I think,
urgent importance to all of us.

You may have heard of the possibility of our going to Nigeria
in response to a call from a very large group of people there who
have organized themselves into a church and given it the name of
our Church and are now asking that we send missionaries to baptize
them. The government there has refused visas and passports to
our missionaries thus far, but quite recently we have word that they
may relent.

Be assured we are giving this matter very serious considera-
tion constantly and hoping for Divine guidance in decisions that
may be reached.



Hon. Stewart L. Udall - July 22, 1963 - Page 2

Again I express regret that I have not been able to contact
you either in Washington or here, as I should very much appreciate
a personal interview and am anxious to become better acquainted.
Thank you again for your thoughtfulness in writing.

Cordially,

Hugh B. Brown

HBB:na

-



THE NEW YORK TIMES, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, Nﬁ

%0553\ UmEmm Mormon Nuo?% OE&m His Fight for Civil Ri mHm

By ﬂsuﬂﬁmz WEAVER Jr.
Special to The New York Times

SALT LAKE CITY, Feb. 20—
Gov. George Romney asked the
American people today to judge
him as a citizen with individual
views rather than as a member
of his church.

The Republican leader de-
clined to discuss the doctrines
of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, to which
he belongs, on the ground that
would “inject the church into
public affairs.”

He denied, however, that
Mormon restrictions on the par-
ticipation and advancement of
Negroes in the church prevented
him from working as a public
official to eliminate racial dis-
crimination. !

Kennedy Resignation Recalled

“I'm not running — or con-
sidering running — in my ca-
pacity as a member of the
church to which I belong,” he
told a meeting of the Salt Lake
Ministerial Association. “I ex-
pect to run—if I do—as I have
in the past, on the basis of my
citizenship and right as a citi-
zen to be judged on my own
personal beliefs.”

The declaration seemed to
disclose not only a cautious dis-
sociation from one Mormon
doctrine but also the extent to
which Governor Romney al-
ready regards himself as an

candidate,
disclaimers.

A Negro minister, Dr. Pal-
mer S. Ross of Trinity A M.E.

despite his public

.Church here, recalled that John

F. Kennedy had withdrawn from
the Metropolitan Club in Wash-
ington because it had refused
to accept Negro members.

“Can you honestly be iden-
tified with an organization or
group that is averse to brother-
hood!” Dr. Ross asked.

‘I'm not,” Mr. Romney re-
plied at once. “I don’t have
an identification with such a
group.” Then he added:

“If my church prevented me
in any way from dedicating my-
self to the elimination of so-
cial injustice and discrimina-
tion, I would not helong to it—
but that is not the case. I be-
lieve T am entitled to be judged
as an American citizen, as an
individual, without regard to
race, color, creed or national
origin—and I include creed.”

Romney Cites Record

Negroes can become members
of the Mormon Church, but they
are specifically barred from the
priesthood. Without this lay

status, no Latter-day Saint can

play any role in the manage-
ment or leadership of the
church.

Dr. Ross was asked after the
ministers’ meeting whether he
was  satisfied by Governor
Romney’s answers.

‘‘His past record doesn’t real-
ly prove a thing,” the Negro
Qmumwgmn replied. “The ques-

active Republican Huummamscﬁ tion is how far will he go now ?

The right thing to mo is to
disown it [the Mormon cornﬁ.:

Earlier, at a news conference|

in the Hotel Utah, Mr. Romney
said his record in Michigan was
the best proof that restrictions
on Negroes in the Mormon
Church would not be a political
handicap for him if he ran for
President.

In a state where Republican
candidates had previously re-
ceived 8 per cent of the Negro
vote, the Governor said, he re-
ceived 11 per cent in 1962, 19

in 1964 (compared with 4 for

Barry Goldwater) and 35 to 38
per cent in 1966.

Mr. Romney also told the
news -conference he was ‘“very
impressed” by the fact that
Leonard W. Hall, the former
Republican national chairman,
was forming a Citizens for
Romney Committee to promote
public and political support for
his candidacy.

He described Mr. Hall as one
of “only three men in the Re-

publican party who naturally |

have this kind of experience
relative to the national conven-
tion.” The other two, he said,
were Herbert Brownell Jr., an-
other former national o:m.ﬁgmu
and F. Clifton White, a QoE-
water organizer in 1964.

The Romney comments were
taken to mean that the two
other wmvcu:omz politicans
were going to join his cause,
too. It was believed he would no
have singled them out for such
praise if any likelihood re-
mained of their enlisting with

Richard M. Nixon or Gov. Ron-
ald Reagan of California.

At the ministers” meeting,
Mr. Romney said that churches
should take a position on pub-
lic issues with moral and spirit-
ual implications but warned
against activity on behalf of a
political” party or a candidate.
He said  he ﬁo:E refuse as
‘“‘very HBwu.owmu for example,
any campaign oosnﬂ,c:no:m
from his church:,

Governor and Mrs. Romney

paid a 15-minute courtesy call

this morning: on the 93-year-old
President of the Mormon

Church, Um&@ 0. HSonS who
has suffered several strokes
and was able to speak very
little.

Mr. Romney later addressed
a joint session of the Utah
Legislature in the green-domed
Capitol set against the Wasatch
Mountains and made two Lin-
coln Day speeches to Republi-
cans who paid $10 each to hear
him.

Tonight, the Romney-  party
flew to Idaho, the third stop on
a six-day @o_;_amﬂ tour the Gov-
ernor is making through five
Western states.

—



Manuscript of Letter to the Editor
submitted for publication
in the LDS journal “Dialogue”



AN APPEAL FOR FULL FELLOWSHIP FOR
THE NEGRO

by
Stewart L. Udall

For more than a decade we Americans have been caught up

in a revolution in thinking about race and human relationships, The

Supreme Court has wisely and effectively related the Constitution

to the facts of life in the 20th century; three Presidents and five

Congresses have laid new foundations for a society of equal

opportunity; most of the churches, with unaccustomed and admirable

militance, have enlisted foursquare in the fight for equal rights and

higher human dignity.

Changes in the structure, attitudes, and habits of a society

which entail a redefining of human fellowship inevitably present

a sharp challenge to the churches, As recently as last November,

for example, in the face of warnings by Southern spokesmen that a



million or more members might withdraw, delegates to the

Methodist General Conference voted to wipe out all racialism

in their church organization by 1972,

The whole future of the human race is now keyed to

equality -- to the ideal of equal opportunity and of equal civic

rights and responsibilities, and to the new dignity and freedom which

these would bring. The brotherhood of all men is a moral imperative

that no religion and no church can evade or ignore. Enlightened

men everywhere see now, as their greatest prophets and moral

teachers saw long ago, that brotherhood is universal and indivisible.

It was inevitable that national attention wo uld be focused

on what critics have called the '"anti-Negro doctrine' of our Church.

As the Church becomes increasingly an object of national interest,



this attention is certain to intensify, for the divine curse concept

which is so commonly held among our people runs counter to

the great stream of modern religious and social thought,

We Mormons cannot escape persistent, painful inquiries

into the sourcesand grounds of this belief. Nor can we exculpate

ourselves and our Church from justified condemnation by the

rationalization that we support the Constitution, believe that all

men are brothers, and favor equal rights for all citizens.

This issue must be resolved -- and resolved not by pious

moralistic platitudes but by clear and explicit pronouncements

and decisions that come to grips with the imperious truths of

the contemporary world. It must be resolved not because we

desire to conform, or because we want to atone for an affront

to a whole race. It must be resolved because we are wrong and



it is past the time when we should have seen the right. A

failure to act here is sure to demean our faith, damage the minds

and morals of our youth, and undermine the integrity of our Christian

ethic,

In her book, Killers of the Dream, the late Lillian Smith --

whose life was exposed to all the warping forces of a racist

culture -- wrote these words:

"I began to understand slowly at first, but more clearly
as the years passed, that the warped, distorted frame
we have put around every Negro child from birth is
around every white child also. Each is on a different
side of the frame but each is pinioned there, And Il
knew that what cruelly shapes and cripples the person-
ality of one is as cruelly shaping and crippling the
personality of the other."

My fear is that the very character of Mormonism is being

distorted and crippled by adherence to a belief and practice that

denies the oneness of mankind, We violate the rights and dignity

of our Negro brothers; and for this we bear a measure of guilt;

but surely we harm ourselves even more,



What a sad irony it is that a once outcast people, tempered

for nearly a century in the fires of persecution, are one of the

last to remove a burden from the most persecuted people ever to

live on this continent. The irony is deepened by the circumstance

of history that the present practice of the Church in denying full

fellowship to the Negro grew out of troubles rooted in earlier

pro-Negro policies and actions, It is well known that Joseph Smith

held high ideals of universal brotherhood and had strong pro-Negro

leanings that were, in a true sense, prophetic. And it is well

known that in the beginning the Church accepted Negroes into full

fellowship until this practice offended its anti-Negro neighbors,

It then settled for a compromise with its own ideals based on a



-6-

borrowed superstition that the Negroes are under a divine curse,

This anomaly is underscored by the fact that the Church has

always enjoyed excellent relations and complete fellowship with all

other races, (How different have been our associations with the

Americans Indians, the Spanish-speaking peoples, the Japanese

and Polynesians!) What transformations might take place in our

spiritual and moral energies if we were to become, once again,

moral leaders in improving the lot of the Negroes as we have

strived to do with the natives of the South Seas?

At an earlier impasse, the Church, unable to escape history,

wisely abandoned the deeply imbedded practice of plural marriage

and thereby resolved a crisis of its own conscience and courageously

faced the moral judgment of the American people. In 1890 for



most Church leaders polygamy was a precious principle -- a

practice that lay at the very heart of Mormonism, Its proscription

took genuine courage, but our leaders were equal to the task.,

By comparison, the restriction now imposed on Negro fellowship

is a social and institutional practice having no real sanction in

essential Mormon thought. It is clearly contradictory to our most

cherished spiritual and moral ideals.,

Every Mormon knows that his Church teaches that the day

will come when the Negro will be given full fellowship., Surely

that day has come, All around us the Negro is proving his worth

when accepted into the society of free men. All around us are

the signs that he needs and must have a genuine brotherhood with

Mormons, Gatholics, Methodists, and Jews, Surely God is speaking

to us now, telling us that the time is here.



“The glory of God is intelligence'' has long been a profound

Mormon teaching. We must give it new meaning now, for the

glory of intelligence is that the wise men and women of each

generation dream new dreams and rise to forge broader bonds

of human brotherhood. To what more noble accomplishment

could we of this generation aspire?



AIR MAIL
February 24, 1967

Manuscripts Editor
DIALOGUE
P. O. Box 2350
Stanford, California
Dear Sir:
I am enclosing for publication in your next issue
an essay which I have entitled "An Appeal For Full
Fellowship For The Negro".
Sincerely,

sud) Stewarl L. Udall

Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior

Enclosure

SLU:fm

v

Secretary's desk copy /

Secy. pers.
Secy. crono



Letter from LDS Historian Fawn Brodie
to Stewart Udall in response to
a copy of “Dialogue” letter to the editor
sent to her previously for review



MRs. FAWN M. BRODIE
619 RESOLANO DRIVE
PACIFIC PALISADES
CALIFORNIA 90272

April 4, 1967

Dear Stewart,

Your "Appeal for Full Fellowship for the Negro' is
eloquent and exact. I am happy to see this kind of pressure
brought to bear against the higotry endemic in the Church.

I think there might be real hope were David O. McKay much
younger, but he is now so carefully insulated from whatever
might cause him hndue exasperation that he has no idea of
the magnitude of the problem.

I know, too, something of his private prejudices, and
would be astonished to see him abandon them at this late date.
But there is a growing sengiment in favor of change among many
younger men in theChurch, even among the poor battered faculty
members of the Brigham Young University, and I am sure your
appeal will give them courage.

You may be interested in the enclosed article, a
recent protest of mine against Ronald Reagan, which appeared
in the latest Reporter. We have a real Neanderthal man in power
out here, and it is frightening to see how his popularity is
growing throughout the nation.

My husband and I would be delighted to meet you
when next you visit Los Angeles. You have a permanent
invitation to dinner at ourrhouse, which looks out over both
the sea and the:Santa Monica Mountains.

RERE A A &IJ‘UXJ»“S\
Sincerely,

//Z%ahxaf



Exchange between Stewart Udall and “Dialogue”
editor Eugene England regarding publication of
letter to the editor



April 15, 1967

Dear Mr., Englund:

On February 24 I mailed to Dialogue an essay entitled, "An
Appeal for Full Fellowship for the Negro." Having had no
direct response from the editors concerning this manuscript,
I am writing at this time to ascertain whether you plan to
publish it.

For reasons which should be obvious I prefer that the essay
appear in Dialogue. However, if you do not have plans to
publish it soon, I request that you return the manuscript so
that I can have it published in some other publication.

Sincerely,

Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior

Mr. Eugene Englund
Dialogue

P. O. Box 2350

Stanford, California 94305

SLU:ehg

Copies to: Secy desk - Secy personal - Chron - Files




‘Dialogue: % =
A J OURNAL OF MORMON T H C)IJ'C}I{ ﬁ?

SAP
Editorial Offices P O BOX 2350-=

May 13, 1967 STANFORD, CALIFORNIA « 94305 «
i A P10
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Mr. Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Brother Udall:

We had sent your contribution to press in Salt Lake when your
letter arrived and my first reaction was panic because it appeared that
you were opting to have us hold your letter for a Roundtable contrary
to what I had advised you our plans were. I immediately looked up my
letter to you to see if I had been ambigious but it looked perfectly
clear and so I decided that wimm® you were saying (as implied in my letter)
that your piece,appearing as a letter to the editors,would serve as a
springboard for responses which might make up a Roundtable, including
perhaps a final rejoinder by you.

On that basis we let the presses roll and I asked Paul to send
you some tear sheets which you should have in hand or receive about the
time this letter arrives. The issue itself will appear some time after
Wednesday, the 17th

e

Thank you for your contribution. We will keep you informed of
the responses, which I think should be very interesting. I'm building -
up steam for one myself (i.e., I think you're dead wrong about Joseph
Smith being ''pro-Negro'" and about Mormons universally believing that the
Negro will sometime receive the Priesthood. At least, if you imply that
that sometime is on the earth).

Sl S

Best regards,g
Eugene England
Managing Editor

EE:rg
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Note from Stewart Udall to
LDS President David O. McKay
with copy of “Dialogue” letter
on eve of publication.



May 16, 1967

Dear President McKay:

For many years the question of the status of the Negro in our
church has been for me (and, I suspect, for many other Latter-
Day Saints as well) an agonizing issue. The hopeful events of
recent years -- most notably the visible enlargement of human
brotherhood, and the spread of the ecumenical spirit among the
religions of the world -- have served to heighten my own concern
over this question,

I have, at last, decided to speak out on this subject. The essay
enclosed will appear in public print in the next few days as a
letter -to-the-editor in the next issue of DIALOGUE Magazine,

I want you to personally know that I have expressed myself with
humility and utter honesty -- and always with the prayerful
thought that my action will, in the long run, help, nor harm, the
church,

Most sincerely,

Stewart L, Udall
Secretary of the Interior

President David O, McKay
Office of the First Presidency
47 East South Temple

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111



Copy of foregoing note to LDS President
David O McKay with copies sent to various
friends and church officials



May 16, 1967

Dear Fresideat McHay:

For many years the question of the status of the Negro in cur
church has been for me {and, I suspect, for wmany other Latter-
Day Saints as well) an agoniging issue. The hopeful events of
recent years -- most notably the visible enlargement of human
brotherhood, and the spread of the ecumenical spirit among the
religions of the world -- have served to heighten my own concern
over this guestion.

1 have, at last, decided to speak out on this subject. The essay
enclosed will appear in public print in the next few days as a
letter-to-the-editor in the next issue of DIALOGUE Magaszine.

1 want you to personally know that I have expressed myself with
humility and utter honesty -- and always with the prayerful
thought that my action will, in the long run, help, not harm, the
church.

Most sincerely,

-

Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior

President David O. McKay
Office of the First Fresidency
47 East South Temple

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111
SLUdall:ehg

Copies to persons on attached listing

Copies to: Secy desk - Secy personal - chron - files



Copies to:

President Hugh B. Brown
47 East South Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

President Eldon Tanner
47 East South Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

Elder Spencer Kimball
47 East South Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

Elder Delbert Stapley
47 East South Temple
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

Hon. George Romney
Governor of Michigan
Lansing, Michigan 48900

Dr. Sterling M. McMurrin

Dean of the Graduate School
University of Utah

Salt Lake City, Utah 84101

AIRMAIL SPECIAL

AIRMAIL SPECIAL

AIRMAIL

AIRMAIL

AIRMAIL SPECIAL

AIRMAIL



Note sent to Michigan Governor George Romney
by Stewart Udall along with copy of
“Dialogue” letter on eve of publication



May 16 (1967)

Penned message to
Honorable George Romney
Governor of Michigan
Lansing, Michigan 48900
Dear George --
I wanted you to see this before it appeared in
print, It has long been an issue that has troubled my conscience.
The brethren must, I am convinced, face it squarely (as the

plural marriage issue was faced) sooner or later.

Best regards,
Stewart

G WMlccCeasy



Publication of Secretary of Interior
Stewart Udall’s Letter to the Editor
in “Dialogue”
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Dialogue: ‘

A JOURNAL OF MORMON THOUGHT

VOLUME 2, NUMBER 2. SUMMER, 1967

Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought is an
independent national quarterly established to ex-
press Mormon culture and examine the relevance
of religion to secular life. It is edited by Mormons
who wish to bring their faith into dialogue with
human experience as a whole and to foster artistic
and scholarly achievement based on their cultural
heritage. The journal encourages a variety of view-
points; although every effort is made to insure
accurate scholarship and responsible judgment,
the views expressed are those of the individual
authors and are not necessarily those of the Mor-
mon Church or of the editors.



Letters to the Editors

The Sketches of San Francisco in this section are by Paul Ellingson.

As Letters to the Editors is designed as
an openrn forum on all areas of Mormon
thought as well as for responses to previous
issues, we publish the following that we

have received in order to provide an oppor-
tunity for readers to enter into dialogue
with the author on his subject, which Mor-
mons are called on increasingly to deal with
in public discussion. [Ed.]

For more than a decade we Americans
have been caught up in a revolution in
thinking about race and human relation-
ships. The Supreme Court has wisely and
effectively related the Constitution to the
facts of life in the twentieth century; three
Presidents and five Congresses have laid new
foundations for a society of equal oppor-
tunity; most of the churches, with unac-
customed and admirable militance, have en-
listed foursquare in the fight for equal
rights and higher human dignity.

The whole future of the human race is
now keyed to equality — to the ideal of
equal opportunity and of equal civil rights
and responsibilities, and to the new dignity
and freedom which these would bring. The
brotherhood of all men is a moral imperative
that no religion and no church can evade
or ignore. Enlightened men everywhere see
now, as their greatest prophets and moral
teachers saw long ago, that brotherhood is
universal and indivisible.

It was inevitable that national attention
would be focused on what critics have called
the “anti-Negro doctrine” of the L.D.S.
Church. As the Church becomes increasingly
an object of national interest, this attention
is certain to intensify, for the divine curse
concept which is so commonly held among
our people runs counter to the great stream
of modern religious and social thought.

We Mormons cannot escape persistent,
painful inquiries into the sources and
grounds of this belief. Nor can we exculpate
ourselves and our Church from justified con-
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demnation by the rationalization that we
support the Constitution, believe that all
men are brothers, and favor equal rights
for all citizens.

This issue must be resolved — and re-
solved not by pious moralistic platitudes but
by clear and explicit pronouncements and
decisions that come to grips with the im-
perious truths of the contemporary world.
It must be resolved not because we desire to
conform, or because we want to atone for
an affront to a whole race. It must be
resolved because we are wrong and it is
past the time when we should have seen the
right. A failure to act here is sure to demean
our faith, damage the minds and morals of
our youth, and undermine the integrity of
our Christian ethic.

In her book, Killers of the Dream, the
late Lillian Smith — whose life was exposed
to all the warping forces of a racist culture —
wrote these words:

I began to understand slowly at first,
but more clearly as the years passed,
that the warped, distorted frame we
have put around every Negro child from
birth is around every white child also.
Each is on a different side of the frame
but each is pinioned there. And I knew
that what cruelly shapes and cripples the
personality of one is as cruelly shaping
and crippling the personality of the
other,
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My fear is that the very character of
Mormonism is being distorted and crippled
by adherence to a belief and practice that
denies the oneness of mankind. We violate
the rights and dignity of our Negro brothers,
and for this we bear a measure of guilt;
but surely we harm ourselves even more.

What a sad irony it is that a once out-
cast people, tempered for nearly a century
in the fires of persecution, are one of the
last to remove a burden from the most
persecuted people ever to live on this con-
tinent. The irony is deepened by the cir-
cumstance of history that the present prac-
tice of the Church in denying full fellow-
ship to the Negro grew out of troubles
rooted in earlier pro-Negro policies and ac-
tions. It is well known that Joseph Smith
held high ideals of universal brotherhood
and had strong pro-Negro leanings that
were, in a true sense, prophetic. And it is
well known that in the beginning the Church
accepted Negroes into full fellowship until
this practice offended its anti-Negro neigh-
bors. It then settled for a compromise with
its own ideals based on a borrowed super-
stition that the Negroes are under a divine
curse. This anomaly is underscored by the
fact that the Church has always enjoyed
excellent relations and complete fellowship
with all other races. (How different have
been our associations with the American
Indians, the Spanish-speaking peoples, the
Japanese and Polynesians!) What transfor-
mations might take place in our spiritual
and moral energies if we were to become,
once again, moral leaders in improving the
lot of the Negroes as we have striven to do
with the natives of the South Seas?

At an earlier impasse, the Church, un-
able to escape history, wisely abandoned the
deeply imbedded practice of plural marriage
and thereby resolved a crisis of its own con-
science and courageously faced the moral
judgment of the American people. In 1890
for most Church leaders polygamy was a
precious principle — a practice that lay at
the very heart of Mormonism. Its proscrip-
tion took genuine courage, but our leaders
were equal to the task. By comparison, the
restriction now imposed on Negro fellow-
ship is a social and institutional practice
having no real sanction in essential Mormon
thought. It is clearly contradictory to our
most cherished spiritual and moral ideals.

Every Mormon knows that his Church
teaches that the day will come when the
Negro will be given full fellowship. Surely
that day has come. All around us the Negro
is proving his worth when accepted into the
society of free men. All around us are the
signs that he needs and must have a genuine
brotherhood with Mormons, Catholics, Meth-
odists, and Jews. Surely God is speaking to
us now, telling us that the time is here.

“The glory of God is intelligence” has
long been a profound Mormon teaching. We
must give it new meaning now, for the glory



of intelligence is that the wise men and
women of each generation dream new dreams
and rise to forge broader bonds of human
brotherhood. To what more noble accom-
plishment could we of this generation aspire?
Stewart L. Udall
‘Washington, D. C.

Letters to the Editors|7



Various Press articles reporting the publication
of letter to the editor of “Dialogue”
by Secretary of Interior Stewart Udall









Udall Chides

Mormons on

Negro Policy

I SALT LAKE CITY, May 19|
'(AP) — Inmterior Secretary |
|Stewart L. Udall, a member of||
the Church of Jesus Christ of|
Latter-Day Saints has chal-||
lenged his church’s doctrine|
of the “divine curse” of Ne- J
groes. : g

Udall, in a letter to the un- }
official Mormon = periodical||
“Dialogue,” said it is “inevi-|
table that national attention|
would be focused on what
critics have -called the ‘anti- s
Negro doctrine’ of the LDS
church.” |

Udall termed it a “sad iro-
ny” that the church denies
“full fellowship to the Negro.”
Negroes are not permitted in-
to Mormon priesthood, to
which virtually all devout
Mormon men and youths are
ordained. . \

The Interior Secretary!
wrote that the church’s found-|
ing prophet, Joseph Smith/
had “strong pro-Negro lean:
ings,” and added that the
LDS church later “settled for|
a compromise with its own‘]\

ideals, based on a borrowed
superstition that the Negroes|
are under a divine curse.”
Officials at headquarters for
the 2.5-million-member church
in Salt Lake City declinedii
comment. )



 UDALL ENTREATS
 MORMONS ONRACE

. restrictions on Negro® members

' is a descendant of pioneer mem-
bers of the church, whose for-|

A

* service in the priesthood orders

Ki

oge

Bids Church Remove Curbs
. _on Its Negro Members

By WALLACE TURNER
Speclal to The New York Times

PALO ALTO, Calif, May 18|

—A demand that the Mormon
church immediately gemove all

has been made by Stewart L.
Udall, Secretary of the Interior.
Mr. Udall, a lifelong Mormon,

mal name is the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. d ;
4“Thig issue must be resolved

—and resolved not by pious|
but by|
‘clear and explicit pronounce-
¢ ments and decisions that come
' to. grips with the imperious
contemporary |

moralistic platitudes

truths of the
world,” Mr. Udall wrote in a

letter to Dialogue,”a magazine|

founded 18 months ago to pro-
vide avenues of discussion out-
side ¢hurch control for devout
Mormons.
_The Mormons welcome per-
sons of all races into member-
ship, but they bar Negro
members from membership in
the priesthood orders to which
virtually all adult male Mor-
mons belong.

This effectively keeps Negroes
from holding any position of
leadership in the church, since

is. the avenue for advancement.
No Negro, for example, could
hold the title of bishop and be
the leader of a Mormon congre-
gation. - Further, Negroes are
set off from the close.friend-

THE NEW YORK TiwEL, FRIDAY, MAY 19, 1967

UDALL ENTREATS
MORMONS ON RAGE

Continued_ From Page 1, Col. 1

ships -created by working . to-
gether in the projects supported
by- the ‘priesthood orders.

Mr.” Udall's letter was not
solicited and arrived as a sur-
prise: about two months ago,
said Eugene England, one of
two managing ~editors. Mr.
England is on the staff at Stan-
ford University here, as is G.
Wesley Johnson, the other man-
aging editor. The magazine is
~dited here and printed in Salt
Lake City. It is 18 months old
and 'hag about 7,500 circula-
tion, ° e & ,

The>Udall statement will be
printed in the letters section of
the summer, 1967, 'issue, Mr.
England said. Mr. Johinson com-
mented that “we will ‘probably
have ‘a .lively response.”, . There
are ‘about 2.5 million Mormons.

Mr. Udall's comments werg

church doctrine
‘mined by the attitude and ex-

to internal strains among thel

Latter-day Saints as creating
new problems for Gov. George
Romney’s campaign for the Re-
publican Presidential nomina-
tion. ‘

In response to frequent ques-

‘tions and invitations to detail

his. personal views, the Michi-
gan governor, also a member of

a pioncer Mormon family, has|.

avoided any criticism of the
church . position on Negro par-

ticipation in church affairs. He|.

has, however, been an out.

spoken advocate of civil rights.f:
Today, asked to, comment onj

Mr. Udall's. letter, Governor

Romney issued a statement in|.
He said Mr.|:
Udall's opinions were ‘‘written|:

Lansing, Mich.
only as an expression of his
viewpoint as a member of the
church:” The Governor went on:

“In light of the fact that
is not deter-

pression of the individual mem-
bers or the leadership, he knows,
as do all other informer mem-
bers of my faith, that his meth-
od of accomplishing the religious
object he seeks cannot serve any

useful religious purpose.”

Ll

giintiﬂued on Pagé 58, Column 4
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New York Times mE.Snw_ %

PALO ALTO, Calif.

— A demand that his arE.o: ammor\m its|

Negro issue has been made by Stewart L. Udall, secretary of the
interior, a lifelong Mormon and descendant of pioneer members of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

“This issue must be resolved—and resolved not by pious moral-
istic platitudes but by clear and explicit pronouncements and deci-

sions that come to grips with the
imperious truths of the contem-
porary world,” Udall wrote in a

letter to Dialogue, a magazine

founded 18 months ago to pro-
vide avenues of discussion out-
side church control %2. devout
Mormons.

Udall’s letter arrived as a sur-
prise about two months ago,
said Eugene England, one of
two managing editors. England
is on the staff at Stanford Uni-

versity, as is G. Wesley John-
son, the other managing editor.
The magazine, which is edited
here and printed in Salt Lake
City, has a circulation of 7,500.

The Udall statement will be-
printed in the letters section
of the summer issue, said
England.

‘Johnson commented that

(Continued on Page w. Col. 6)

More
About

(Continued from Page 1)

“we will probably have a live-
ly response.” There are about
2.5 million Latter-day Saints.

Udall’'s comments were seen
among observers sensitive to in-
ternal strains among the Latter-
day Saints as creating new
EoEmBm for Gov. George Rom-
ney’s campaign for the Republi-
can presidential nomination.

The Michigan governer, also a
member of a pioneer Mormon
family, has avoided criticism
of the church position on Negro
participation in church affairs.

In response to a request for
comment, Romney issued a
statement in Lansing, Mich.,
which he said the Udall state
ments were “written only as an
expression of his viewpoint as
a member of the church.”

Said Romney:

‘‘In light of the fact that
. church doctrine is not de-
termined by the attitude and
expressien of the individual
members or the ~8m2.&:?
he knows, as do all other in-
formed EwEvE.m of my faith,
that his method of accom-
plishing the religious object
he seeks camnot serve any
useful religious purpose.”

i The Mormons g.&ooBm per-
'sons of all races into member-
‘ship, but they withhold from
Negroes membership in the
n:mmm_ooa orders to which vir-

‘|He said it was inevitable that
his own church’s doctrine on|;

tually all other adult male!
Mormons belong.

This effectively bars Negroes
from any position of leadership
in the church, since service in
the priesthood orders is the ave-
ue for advancement. No Ne-
gro could hold the title of bish-
op, for example, and be the
leader of a Morman congrega-
tion.

IN HIS letter, Udall remarked
on the :c:moncmﬁoaoa and ad-
mirable militance™ with which
other churches have supported
Negro drives for equal rights.

Negroes would be examined,
“for the divine curse concept
which is so commonly held
among our people runs counter
to the great stream of modern
religious and social thought.”

He demanded that the issue
be resolved.

“It must be resolved because
we are wrong and it is past
the time we should have seen
the right,” he wrote. “My fear
is that the very character of
Mormonism is beiing distorted
and crippled by adherence to a
belief and practice s&wﬁ %Emm
the oneness of mankind.

UDALL recalled Mormon per-
secutions: “What a sad irony it
is that a once outcast people,
HmBuQ.ma for nearly a century,
in the fires of persecution, are

one of the last to remove a bur-

Uddll-LDS N mqu Issue |

den from the most persecuted
people ever to live on this con-
tinent.”

He said the LDS church had
shown its willingness to make
change and its ability to accept
the sociological disruption of
great doctrinal change in the
1890s by abandoning polygamy,
‘“‘a practice that lay at the very
heart of Mormonism.”

“By comparison, the restric-
tion now imposed on Negro fel-
lowship is a social and institu-
tiona] practice having no real
sanction in essential Mormon
thought,” he said. “It is clearly
contradictory to our most cher-
ished spiritual and moral
ideals.”

UDALL recalled that his
church teaches that one day the
Negro members will become
fully able to participate in
church affairs.

“Surely that day has come,”
he wrote. “All around us the
Negro is proving his worth when
accepted iinto the society of |
free men. All around us are
the signs that he needs and
must have a genuine brother-
hood with Mormons, Catholics,
God is speaking to us now, tell-
us that the time is here.”
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New York Times Service

PALO ALTO, Calif. — A demand that his church resolve its
Negro issue has been made by Stewart L, Udall, secretary of the
interior, a lifelong Mormon and descendant of pioneer members of |
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

“This issue must be resolved—and resolved not by pious moral- ,,
istic platitudes but by clear and explicit pronouncemerts pﬁ deci-

sions that come to grips with the
imperious truths of the contem-
porary world,” Udall wrote in a
letter to Dialogue, a magazine
founded 18 months ago to pro-
vide avenues of discussion out-
side church control for devout
Mormons.

Udall’s letter arrived as a sur-
prise about two months ago,
said Eugene England, one of
two managing editors. England

_is on the staff at Stanford Uni-

i

»

versity, as is G. Wesley John-
son, the other managing editor.
The magazine, which is edited
here and printed in Salt Lake
City, has a circulation of 7,500..

The Udall statement will be
printed in the letters section
of the summer issue, said
England.

Johnson commented that
(Continued on Page 4, Col. 6)

|
|

!

" More

|

(Continued from Page 1)

‘“‘we will probably have a live-
ly response.” There are about
2.5 million Latter-day Saints.

Udall’s comments were seen
among observers sensitive to in-
ternal strains among the Latter-
day Saints as creating new
problems for Gov. George Rom-
ney’s campaign for the Republi-
can presidential nomination.

The Michigan governer, also a
member of a pioneer Mormon
family, has avoided ecriticism
of the church position on Negro
jparticipation in church affairs,

In response to a request for
comment, Romney issued a
statement in Lansing, Mich.,
which he said the Udall state-
‘ments were “written only as an
expression of his viewpoint as
a member of the church.”

Said Romney:

“In light of the fact that
church doctrine is not de-
termined by the attitude and
expression of the individual
members or the leadership,
he knows, as do all other in-
formed members of my faith,
that his method of accom-
plishing the weligious object .
he seeks cannot serve any
useful religious purpose.”

The Mormons welcome per-
sons of all races into member-
ship, but they withhold from
Negroes membership in the

priesthood orders to which vir-

MM:H Udall-LDS Negro Issue

tually all other adult male
Mormons belong,

This effectively bars Negroes
from any position of leadership
in the church, since service in
the priesthood orders is the ave-
ue for advancement. No Ne-
gro could hold the title of bish-
op, for example, and be the
leader of a Morman congrega-
tion.

IN HIS letter, Udall remarked
on the ‘‘unaccustomed and ad-
mirable militance” with which
other churches have supported
Negro drives for equal rights.
He said it was inevitable that
his own church’s doctrine on
Negroes would be examined,
“for the divine curse concept
which is so commonly held
among our people rung counter
to the great stream of modern
religious and social thought.”

He demanded that the issue
be resolved.

“It must be resolved because
we are wrong and it is past
the time we should have seen
the right,” he wrote. ‘“My fear
is that the very character of
Mormonism is beiing distorted
and crippled by adherence to a
belief and practice what denies
the oneness of mankind.”

UDALL recalled Mormon per-
secutions: “What a sad irony it

is that a once outcast people,
tempered for nearly a century’
in the fires of persecution, are
one of the last to remove a bur+

den from the most persecuted
people ever to live on this con-
tinent.” 3

He said the LDS church had
shown its willingness to make
change and its ability to accept

the sociological disruption of

great doctrinal change in the
1890s by abandoning polygamy,
‘“‘a practice that lay at the very
heart of Mormonism.”

“By comparison, the restric- -

tion now imposed on Negro fel-
lowship is a social and institu-
tional practice having no real
sanction in essential Mormon
thought,”” he said. “It is clearly
contradictory to our most cher-
ished spiritual and moral
ideals.”

UDALL recalled that his -
church teaches that one day the :
Negro members will become

fully able to participate in
church affairs.

“Surely that day has come,”

e

he wrote. “All around us the :
Negro is proving his worth when -

accepted iinto the society of

free men. All around us are -

the signs that he needs and
must have a genuine brother-
hood with Mormons, Catholics,
God is speaking to us now, tell-
us ‘that the time is here.”
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To Reexamme

Ne vir0 Doclrine

By Wallace Turner .,
York Times Writer

P
ﬁxat his church resolve its Negro issu
'has been made by Stewart L. Udall, Se
retary of the Interior, a lifelong Mor-|
mon and descendant of pioneer member
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. -

_ “This issue must be r%olved - and;

re,solved{ not by pious moralistic plat-“:»r;f,‘. u
jtudes but by clear and explicit pro-:

nouncements and decisions that come to
grips with the imperious fruths of the

contemporary world,” Udall wrote in a |

letter to Dialogue, a magazine founded 18
months ago to provide avenues of discus--
sion outside church control for devout
Mormons. :

Printed in S.L.

Udall’s letter arrived as a surprise
about two months ago, said Eugene Eng-
land, one of two managing editors. Eng-
land is on the staff at Stanford Univer-
sity, as is G. Wesley Johnson, the other
managing editor. The magazme Whlﬁ
edited here and printed in Salt
City, has a circulation of about 7,500.

The Udall statement was printed in
the letters sectlon of the summer issue,

"Leadership Positions

The Mormons welcome persons of all
races into  membership, but they with-
hold from Negroes membérshlp in t:xlei

Priesthood orders to which vi
dult male Mormons belong.

e in the Priesthood orders is
for advancement. No Negro

‘ample, and be the leader of a Mormon
congregatwn

" In his letter, Uday
"unaacustomed any
‘tance” with which other churches have

remarked on the

L

supported Negro drives for equal rights.
| He said ‘ﬁs was inevitable that his own

trine on Negroes would be |
i “for the divine curse concept
which is eommonly held among our peo-
iple runs counter to the great stream of
modern religious and social thought.”

_ See Page B-2, Col. 2

_the title of Bishop, for ex-

admirable mili- |
|

|

|

|
{
|

‘He demanded that the issue be re-‘

SALT LAKE TRIBUNE
. May 19, 1967

Uda]fASks LDS Rewew\

Doctrine on Negrues

T

Continued From ‘Page B-1

solved.

“It must be resolved be-
\cause we are wrong and it is
'past the time we should have

sald England..
| Johnson commented that “we will
probably have a lively response.” There
are about 25 million Latter-day Saints.
Udall’s comments were seen among
observers sensitive to internal strains
among the Latter-day Saints as creating!
new problems for Gov. George Romney’s
campaign for the Repubhcan presidential
nommaHQn.

avoided Criticism i

Michigan governor, also a mem-
f a pioneer Mormon family has
avm 1 criticism of the. church position,
on ‘Negro participation in church affairs.’

. In response to a request for comment,
Gov. Romney issued.a statement in Lan-
sing, Mich., in which he said the Udall

statements yere ‘‘written only as an
expression of his viewpont as a member
of the church.”

Said Romney
“In light of the fact that. church doc-

that his method of accomphshmg the re-
ligious object he seeks cannot serve any
useful religious purpose.” !

trine is not determmed by the attltudetm

seen the right,” he wrote.
“My fear is that the very
character of Mormonism is
being distorted and crippled
by adherence to a belief and
practice what denies the one-
ness of mankind.”

Udall recalled Mormon per-
secutions: “What a sad irony

it is that a once outcast peo-

ple, tempered for nearly a
century in the fires of persecu-
tion, are one of the last to re-
. move a burden from the most

' persecuted people ever to live

' on this continent.”
- Doctrinal Change

He said the LDS Church had
shown its willingness to make
change. in its ability to

accept the socmloglcal disrup-
 tion of great doctrinal change
in the 1890s by abandoning po-
lygamy ‘‘a practice that lay

at the very heart of Mormon- .

ALy

“By comparison, the re-

striction . now imposed on

Negro fellowship is a social |

and institutional practice hav-
ing no‘real sanction in essen-
tial Mormon thought,” he
said. “It is clearly contradic-
tory to our most cherished
spiritual and moral ideals.”

Church Teachings

Udall recalled that his

church teaches that one day |

. the Negro members will be-
come fully able to participate
in church affairs.

“Surely  that
come,” he wrote. “All around
us the Negro is proving his
worth when accepted into the
society of free ssmen. All
around us are the i
he needs an ust have a
genuine brothgrhood with
Mormons, Ca,t,ﬂgs,f Method-
ists, and Jews.. Sure
speaking to us now,
that the time is here(

§ {'L'.':;Z (Copylight‘

Three members of
Presidency of the !

Jesus Christ: of
Saints said they ha
. ment” concerning |

TUdall’s letter in Diai

Contacted were P
' B. Brown, Pres.
 Tanner ' and Pres
{ Fielding Smith. .

day has
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Stewart Udall And The Mormon Church }

Arizona’s Stewart Udall gave his fel-

low Mormons and the ruling hierarchy of
gthe Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-

‘Day Saints, quite a jolt when he called
.upon them to open wide the doors of the
church to Negroes. At the present time
Negroes are admitted to membership,
but are ineligible for advancement in the
priesthood. Udall’s plea is to admit them
to the priesthood.

Udall had an impressive background
from which to speak. The fact that he is
Secretary of the Interior in the Presi-
dent’s cabinet helps a whole lot. It is a
‘nationwide pulpit from which to speak.
‘What he says on such a touchy issue goes

; all over the nation.

= This factor combines w1th his Mor-
mon heritage to enable him to speak with
f puthority. He knows that things do
change in the Mormon Church. His own
grandfather took on a second wife. His
.T; hurch had to change its belief in polyga-
o y ‘And yet it has continued to grow in
mumbers and public respect. As one who
'has been raised in the church, Udall
knows that someone has to speak out

loudly and persistently, to initiate re-

' can be affected also in his bid fc

forms in his church, as well as in the
political life of his country.

That he has dared to do it in a maga
zine published for circulation among
Mormons, indicates the editors of th
magazine felt that his voice should re
ceive at least church attention. The Firs
Presidency and the Twelve Apostle
which form the ruling hierarchy of th
church, are definitely being put on the
spot. ;
The destiny of Gov. George Romney‘

tion as President of his country i
The chances are that no Mormen can be
elected President as long as the faith he
confesses excludes Negroes from its
priesthood, and he does notﬁlng to cor-
rect it. If the Council of Elders will act
promptly and make the nécesSary re-
form, not only Romney but other Mor-|
mons who might aspire to be Pre
in the future, will have the way
for them.

Jesus Christ, upon whom the Mor-
mon faith is founded, recognized no kind
of discrimination on the basis of color.
The faith he taught is color-blind. \
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to End Negro Bias

Interior Secretary Challenges Church
_to Admit Race to Full Membership

PALO ALTO (UPI)—
Interior Secretary Stewart
L. Udall has challenged
the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints to end
its discrimination against
Negroes by admitting
them to full membership.

"The restriction now
imposed on Negro fellow-
ship has no real sanction
in essential Mormon
thought," Udall, a lifelong
member, said in a letter to
Dialogue, a magazine for
Mormons edited by two
Stanford University staff
members. ;

The church allows Ne-
groes to become mem-
bers, but bars them from
membership in the priest-
hood, to which nearly all
Mormon men and teen-age
boys belong. Only mem-
bers of the priesthood may
hold leadership posts,
even on the local level.

Believed Cursed

Mormons believe
Negroes are cursed by God
for their activities in a
previous existence.

The Mormon attitude
toward the Negro has
political ramifications be-
cause of the potential
Presidential candidacy of
Michigan Gov. George

President David McKay of
the church were written
"only as an expression of
his viewpoint as a member
of the church.

"In light of the fact that
church doctrine is not
determined by the atti-
tude and expression of the
individual members or the
leadership, he knows as do
all other informed mem-
bers of the faith that his
method of accomplishing
the religious objective he
seeks cannot serve' any
useful religious service."

Romney has insisted the
Mormon doctrine should
not be a factor in his
political future because he
did not draw it up and,
under the doctrine, had no
role in trying to change it.

: Calls for Courage
Earlier Romney had said
"if my church prevented
me in any way from
dedicating myself to the
removal of social injustice
and racial discrimination,
I would not belong to it.

‘But such is not the case."

Udall called on the pre-
sent leadership of the LDS
church to show the same
"genuine courage" dis-
played by 19th century
Mormon leaders when
they renounced the doc-

¥ s_if_/ s ’)I. { o

trine of polygamy.
"Every Mormon knows
that his chureh teaches
that the day will come
when the Negro will be
given full fellowship,"
Udall wrote. "Surely that
day has come. All around
us the Negro is proving
his worth when accepted

- into the society of free

men ... surely God is
speaking to us now, telling
us that the time is here."

The interior secretary,

whose grandparents were ||

among the Mormons who
settled northern Arizona,
said, "The divine curse
concept which is so com-
monly held among our
people runs counter to the
great stream of modern
religious and social
thought." :

Warns of Scrutiny

He warned that the
church's position would
undergo increasing scruti-
ny and said the issue must
be resolved—"resolved not
by pious moralistic plati-
tudes but by clear and
explicit pronouncements
and decisions that come to
grips with the imperious
truths of the contempora-
ry world. i

"It must be résolved not
because we desire to con-
form, or because we want
to atone for an affront to a
whole race. It must be

resolved because we are

wrong and it is past the
time when we should have
seen the right.

"We violate the rights

and dignity of our Negro |

brothers, and for this we
bear a measure of guilt;

Romney, a member of the

faith.

Romney said Udall's call
for a change in church
policy "cannot serve any
useful religious service."
Romney. stuck by his
position that Mormon doc-
trine is not determined by
the church's membership.
The governor said in a

In Lansing, Mich,,

statement issued by his

office that Udall's articlzy!

in Dialogue and a let* «¢

_but surely we harm our-

selves even more."

G. Wesley Johnson, one
of Dialogue's managing
editors, said the letter had
arrived unsolicited from
Udall. It was released

{

|

Thifraday. & o A sl
The quarterly has a'
circulation of 7,500 and

has published five pre-’
vious issues. It has no
connection with the LDS
church.
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"Romney vs. !

Udall on

 Negro Bias
LansMbAiXicg. 6 1967

Governor George Rom-
ney said yesterday that In-
terior Seeretary Stewart
Udall’s criticism of Mor-
man racial doctrinés “can-
not serve any useful reli-
gious purpose.”

Udall’s statement came in
a letter to Dialogue, which is
a magazine published in Palo
Alto, Calif., that provides a
forum free of control by the
Church. of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints.

Udall, member of a pio-
‘neer Mormon family, de-
manded that his church re-

solve its stand on! Negroes:
and allow them full member-
ship.

Mormons welcome all
| races but withhold from
| Negroes membership in the
| priesthood orders to which
lvirtually all other adult
" males belong.

The church says the edict
. can be changed only if David |
0. McKay, president of the
church, experiences “a di-
vine revelation.”

In answer to Udall’s view,
Romney issued a statemnent
which said: -

“In the light of the fact
that church doctrine is not
determined by the attitude
and expression of the individ-
ual members or the leader-|
ship, he knows, as do all oth-
er informed members of my |
faith, that this method of ac-|
complishing the religious ob-
ject he seeks cannot serve\
any useful religious pur-\
| pose.” ‘

{

|
Our Correspondent |
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by NED REDDING, SR.
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Look, Your Honor, and

you shall see,
How close that
Motorist was driving
ahead of me!
* * *

W PHET . . . Behold a
new prophet has appeared in the
person of Interior -Secretary Ste-
wart L, Udall, who wrote an un-
solicited letter to Dialogue pro-|
claiming that ‘“Every Mormon
knows that his church teaches
that the day will come when the

1

‘!
)
<

|
)
|
»
)

Negro will be given full fellow- |
ship, Surely that day has come. |

All around us the Negro is prov-
ing his worth when accepted into
the society of free men.” His
words “surely that day has come,
coupled with his other words in
the letter, “surely God is speak-
ing to us now. telling us that the

~ time is here,” cause us to won-|
der if the secretary hasn’t placed |

himself into the catagory of an
unsolicited oracle as well as un-
solicited correspondent . . . He
says the ‘‘divine curse concept
which s
among our people runs counter
to the great stream of modern
religious and soeial thought.”

Continuing he says the ‘‘issue|
must be resolved not by pious |
moralistic platitudes but by clear |
and explicit pronouncements and |

decisions that come to grips with
the imperiwis truths of the con-
temporary world,” adding that it
must be resolved but ‘not be-
cause we desire to conform.” Yet
it is clearly evident that conform-
ity is an important factor with

so commonly held |

him. Else why his dedicated con-
cern over doctrine running counter
to the ‘‘great stream of modern
religious and social thought.” It
is a politicians nature to be all

things to all people. No politician
Tuns counter to the ‘“‘great
stream.” Statesmen often do.
When God the Father and His |
Son Jesus Christ appeared to the
Proohet Joseph Smith in Ameri-
ca 1820, it was counter to all ‘
religious and social thought. 1t
is still counter to the great)
stream. Take this and all other
incidents relative to the “restora-
tion of all things” out of the Mor-
mon Church, plus perhaps, the
removal of tithe paying, and see
how fast the Secretary’s desires
could be fulfilled. But Mormon-
ism would be only a hollow shell
among shells,

FAST SWITCH . . . Udafl turns |
from a self-styled oracle to that |
of an outright adversary, wheni
he says the issue must be re- |
solved ‘“not because we want to|
atone for an affront to a whole!
race,” but it must be “resolved|
because we are wrong and it is|
.past the time when we should
have seen the right” ,. . At the
outset the Secretary lays a false
foundation for the premise of his
letter, when he writes that the
“restriction now imposed on Ne-|
gro fellowshin has no real sanc-|

DOINGS

. (Continued from Page 1)
tion in essential Mormon

thought.” A demogogic devise to |

build a straw man only to knock
it down.

FOUNDATION NECESSARY
... No one can understand the
Mormon position on the Negro
and the Priesthood without know-
ing something about the life be-
for this earth life, To fully un-
derstand it, he must also have a

knowledge of the Mormon Re-

storation Story and a testimony
to its authenticity. With such a
solid base we recommend read-
ing Prophet David O. McKay’s
letter Nov. 3, 1947 to John E.
Denhalter, a student at the Uni-
versity of Utah. Reprinted twice
in the California Intermountain

News, the 'most reeent edition |
being Dec.. 19, 1966, reprints of |

which are available by sending a
self addressed stamped envelope
to the News; also the letter is
published in the book, ‘“Mormon-
ism and the Negro.”
ESSENTIAL THOUGHT . .

From the ordained Prophet of

this day “essential Mormon
thought” on the subject is mas-
terfully established as having its
beginning before the foundations
of the earth were laid. Pinpoint-
ing a group of Abraham’s pos-
terity-to-be and before them the
Patriarchal line-to-be, the Lord
said: “These I will make my
rulers . . . Abraham, thou art
one of them, thou wast chosen
before thou wast born.” (Abra-
ham _ 3:25). Which corresponds
with Paul’s understanding of a
pre-earth life determination when
he told the Athenians (Acts 17:26
God had “‘made of one blood all
nations of men for to dwell on
all the face of the earth, and
hath determined the times be-
fore appointed and the hounds of
their habitation, The Lord identi-
fies those spirits from among the
rest of the spirits now residing as
mortals in this earth life, when
He said: (Deut-7-6-8) “For thou
art an holy ‘people unto the
Lord thy God; the Lord hath
chosen thee to be a special peo-
ple unto himself, above all peo-
ple that are upon the face of
the earth.” The Lord tells Moses
they were chosen because of his
love and because “he would keep
the oath which he had sworn un-

to their fathers.” Abraham was
one of the fathers, for the Lord
here was speaking about the
House of Israel, direct descend-
ents of Abraham. The House of
Israel includes mnot the Jewish
people alone, as many suppose,
but all twelve tribes including the
Mormons, most of whom come
through Ephraim, son of Joseph,
son of Jacob (Israel).
PRIESTHOOD ORDINATION
. . . Every Prophet was ordained
by God Himself before he came
to earth as Jeremiah the Prophet
!states, under inspiration (Jer 1:4-
’5): Then the word of the Lord
came unto me saying: ‘“Before I
formed thee in the belly I knew
thee; and before thou camest
forth out of the womb I sanctified
thee, and I ordained thee a pro-
phet unto the nations.’ Paul talks
about two Priesthoods, the Levi-
tical, also known as the Aaronic
Priesthood, and the Melchizedek |
Priesthood (Hebrews chapters 5,
6 -and 7). He understood about
oaths, promises, and the eternal
and ‘“‘unchangeable priesthood.”
It is this Priesthood which is the




power vested in the Lord’s “rul-|

ers”, executive staff, leadership,
“special people.”

NO ENVY, NO JEALOUSY ...
Prophet McKay said in his letter
that by the ‘“‘operation of some
eternal law with which man is
yet unfamiliar, spirits came
through parentages for which
they are worthy . . . there could
exist no feeling of envy or of
jealousy among the other spirits,
for those who were ‘good and|
great’ were but receiving their
just reward’’ ., . The Priesthood
came through the Patriarchal
line from Adam to Noah and|
from Shem (through the flood) |
to Abraham, Isaac and Israel
(Jacob). » |

MARK OF PROTECTION . . .
Cain slew Abel and the Lord said,
“Now art thou cursed from the
earth . ., . when thou tillest the)
ground it shall not henceforthf
yield unto thee her strength; ]
fugitive and a vagabond shalt
thou be in the earth,”” After hear-
ing a plea from Cain, the Lord
said, ‘‘“Whosoever slayeth Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him
sevenfold.” And the Lord set a
mark upon Cain, lest any finding
him should kill him. (Gen, 4:11,
15). In the original Genesis,
Moses 7:7-8, Pearl of Great Price, |
Enoch is being shown and told
events of history of which one
event talks of the people of Cana-
an whose land ‘“‘shall be barren |
and unfruitful, and none other
people shall dwell there but the!
people of Canaan, for behold the
Lord shall curse the land with
much heat and the barrenness
thereof shall go forth forever;
and there was a blackness came
upon all the children of Canaan,
that they were dispised among all |
people.” And in verse 22 Enoch
beheld the “residue of the people
which were the sons of Adam;
and they were a mixture of all
the seed of Adam save it was the
seed of Cain, for the seed of Cain
were black, and had net place
among them.” ;1
“RIGHT OF PRIESTHOOD _ . .
In the Book of Abraham, chapter
(1:21-27), Abraham tells of a|
grandson of Noah through the |
loins of Ham who “was a partak-
er of the blood of the Canaanites’
by birth” . | . and “from Ham
sprang that race which preserved
the curse in the land,” by which
the grandson “‘could not have the
right of Priesthood.” Genesis in
the Bible gives a hint of such
action when Noah said of Canaan, 1

/but upon individual merit, just as |

a son of Ham:: “Cursed be Ca-
naan a servant of servants shall
'he be unto his brethren,” |

FOUNDED NATIONS . . , Ham|
had four sons, Cush, Mizraim, |
Phut and Canaan (Gen. 10:6). A
daughter, Egyptus, discovered
Egypt and settled her sons on it, |
the eldest becoming Pharaoh of
of the first government. This is
the grandson through Ham’s
daughter who could not have the |
Priesthood and was a partaker of
the blood of the Canaanites.
Ham’s wife was also named
Egyptus, “which in Chaldean sig-
nifies Egypt which signifies that
which is forbidden. (Abr, 3:23-
25). Cush gave his name to what |
we know today as Ethiopia, while |
| Mizraim is the common name for |
Egypt. Phut signifies Libya; and
Canaan gave his name, first to
the maritime plains of Palestine
and later to all the land west of
Jordan River . . . For a further|
treatment of early Egypt and the |
switch from the seed of Ham to|
the Hyksos Kings of the seed of
Shem (Abrahamic line) in which
dynasty Joseph becomes Prime
Minister and marries a royal
princess, whereby they become |
parents of Manasseh and Ephri- |
am, see two excellent articles, |
one by Elder Joseph Fielding \
Smith, Improvement Era Vol. 24
Dec. 1920 and one by E. Cecil
McGavin, Era Vel. 30, Feb. 1927, |
DISCRIMINATION . . . The
Lord owes nothing to anyone,
Rather, we owe him much more
than we will ever be able to re-
pay. Those called to Priesthood
Leadership need have no one |

the Church. Selection was not |
based on bias nor discrimination

surely as will the outcome of this
earth-life be judged upon individ-
ual achievements. Designation re-
sulting from an earned right is |
not discrimination, the late Henry |
D. Moyle said. As mentioned at |
the outset, the key to understand-
ing the right of Priesthood rests
upon the knowledge that the roots |
were firmly set long before earth-

life began.
RESPONSIBILITY ., . . The
grave responsibility of bear-

ing the Priesthood can not be
over-stressed. It is not a fun
game. The Prophet Joseph Smith
spent six months in a Missouri
jail. While there he received
these words on Priesthood: “That
the rights of the priesthood are

inseparably connected with tpe

powers of heaven, and that the
powers of heaven cannot be con-
trolled nor handled only upon the
principles of righteousness. That
they may be conferred upon us,
it is true: but when we undertake
to cover our sins, or to gratify
our pride, our vain ambitions, or
to exercise control or dominion
or compulsion upon the souls of
the children of men, in any de-
gree of unrighteousness, behold
the heavens withdraw them-
selves; the Spirit of the Lord is
lgrieved; and when it is with-

apologize for it—within or without | -

drawn, Amen to the priesthood or
the authority of that man. Be-
hold, ere he is aware, he is left
unto himself, to kick against the
pricks, to persecute the saints,
and to fight against God. We
have learned by sad experience
that it is the nature and disposi-

tion of almost all men, as soon as

they get a little authority, as they

suppose, they will immediately
begin to exercise unrighteous do-
minion, Hence many are called,
but few are chosen. No power or
influence can or ought to be
maintained by virtue of the
priesthood, only by persuasion, by

long-suffering, by gentleness and
meekness, and by love unfeigned;
By kindness, and pure knowledge,
which shall greatly enlarge the
soul without hypocrisy, and with-
out guile — Reproving betimes
with sharpness, when moved up-
on by the Holy Ghost; and then
| showing forth afterwards an in-
crease of love toward him whom
thou hast reproved, lest he es
teem thee to be his enemy.” (D(
121:36-46) ;




RELIGION
Mormons and Negroes

“I would not want you to
believe that we bear any ani-
mosity toward the Negro.
Darkies are wonderful people
and they have their Em@m in
our chureh.”

Thus spoke: .uomm.ws_ Field-
ing Smith, second-ranking
Mormon and President of the

12 Apostles, the board which

controls the activities of the
Church of the Latter Day
Saints all over the world.

Smith was talking about

the Mormon policy which for-
- bids Negroes from joining

S. F. Sunday Examiner & Chronicle

I 8, s

the ‘“priesthood,” to which
almost all adult male Mor-
mons belong. Negroes can
only 'be ‘“‘members” of the
church. :

Justification for this policy
was based on ‘“The Book of
Moses’’ in the Mormon Bible.
Chapter 7, Verse 22 reads:
“For the seed of Cain were
black and had not place
among them.”” Thus, black
‘skin was seen as the evi-
dence of the curse of God.

There have been other,
"more modern explanations om
L:m doctrine. Reasoned Mor-
.Eo: professor John J. Stew-
aE.n just last year: ‘‘Is it not
‘possible to see an act of mer-
md% on the part of God in not
having the Negro bear the
Priesthood in this world, in
view of his living under the

~curse of black skin and other

Negroid features . . . With
the social prejudice against
him, imagine the obstacles
that the Negro would encoun-
ter in attempting to exercise
his priesthood.”

Lately, however, the ques-
tion of Negroes in the Mor-
mon church had moved into
the political arena.

Rights Record

Michigan Governor George
Romney, a front-running can-

‘didate for the Republican

presidential = nomination —
and a Mormon — had repeat-
edly refused to discuss his
church’s stand. There was
nothing in Mormon teaching,
he said, which prevented him
from fighting racial discrimi-
nation — “If there were, I

STEWART UDALL
A call for change

would not belong to it.”
Romney pointed to his civil
rights record in his home

g‘ﬂk\?\lvlw /9% 7 pAGE 17

state, and to his refusal to

support Barry Goldwater in

1964 because of the
watered-down civil rights
plank in the GOP platform.

In spite of his attempts to
shunt it aside, however, the
issue would not 588 Rom-
ney alone.

Last weekend Secretary of
the Interior Stewart Udall,

-also a Mormon, demanded

that his church ‘“‘resolve’ the
issue of Negro participation
in the priesthood.

“The restriction now im-
posed on Negro fellowship”
wrote Udall, ‘“has no real
sanction in essential Mormon
thought.” The demand was
part of an article by Udall in

‘Dialogue, an independent
ES.BS Bmmma_zm published

to provide discussion free a,..

_;n_.E.o: 3:#.2 ~

ES.S Haqiwﬂon

mogﬁow was’ anw to re-
spond to Udall’s remarks:

“In_light of the fact that

church doctrine is not deter-
mined by the attitude and ex-
pression - of - the individual .
members or the leadership,
he knows, as do all other
members of my faith, that.®
this method of accomplishing
the religious object he seeks
cannot serve mzw useful reli-
gious purpose.” ]
Romney was H.mmmz.gm to
the fact that church doctrine
could be changed in only one !
way: -If a divine revelation

‘came to the church’s leader,

92-year-old arch-conservative
David 0. McKay.
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LDS Meet Points to Change

|
|

|

SALT LAKE CITY (AP)—A top Mormonlf
leader summoned his church yesterday to

overcome prejudices and conceits and “con-L

tinue our search for truth.”

Hugh B. Brown, first counselor in the§
First Ppesidency of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, also empha-
sized rights of minority dissent.

He told a colorful opening general ses-
sion of the 2.6-million members denomina-

tion’s annual youth conference:

“WE MUST be prepared to meet the
challenges which will inevitably come, and
with open and discriminating mmds cons:
tinue our search for truth. 1

“We must dethrone our prejudices, cancel:

our conceit and with humility continue the

quest which will inyolve new appraisals of

values.”

The thesis carried a note similar to the .
openness to change po_inted up at Romalg_

Catholicism’s second Vatican Council, and
it also expressed a basic Mormon tenet of
the continuity of divinely revealed truth.

“CHANGE, which alone is permanent,
calls for reviewing of past decisions and
bases upon which they were founded,”
Brown said. , it

He did nof; touch directly on the church’s
controversial rule barring Negroes from its
priesthood, but he said the American char-
ter of rights sets forth “what men must
have in order to function fully and freely
as men.”’ He added:

“THE essence of democracy is the dig-

nity of man. Our democracy presupposes

the right of evety minority, even of only
only one person, to differ with the opinions
of the majority.”

The gathering marked the formal opening
of a three-day presentation of the varied,
extensive program bf the church’s youth
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Mormon Doctrine

Romney Ducks
A Racial Issue

By Lester

Kinsolving

Religion Correspondent

When, in 1960, Senator
John F. Kennedy made a
special visit to the Hous-
ton, Texas, Ministerial As-
sociation (all Protestant),
the encounter was regard-
ed as one of the most sig-
nificant incidents of his
presidential campaign.

Mr. Kennedy’s forthright
answers to all of the minis-
ters questions generally are

considered to have been a|.

major factor in dispelling the
suspicions of a number of
Protestants that somehow a
Catholic President might be
subservient to the Papacy

deny Negro Mormons the
right to become either
priests or bishops.

Replied Romney to the
Udall demand: “In the light
of the fact that Church doc-
trine is not determined by
the attitude and individual

ship and the leadership . . .
his method . . . cannot serve
any useful purpose.”

RESIGNATION

This rebuke of Democrat
Udall by the G. O. P. presi-
dential hopeful took place at
almost exactly the same
time that Mrs. George Rom-
ney d her resigna-

A recent news dispatch re-
ports that former Republican
Party Chairman Leonard
Hall is preparing to distrib-
ute 250,000 color brochures
extolling Michigan Governor
George Romney as “a win-
ning Republican.” Leaders of

tion from a private women’s
club in Detroit, which she
charged with racial discrimi-
nation. This inevitably raised
the question as to whether
Mrs. Romney would take the
same action towards her ra-

the for-President
clubs which are already ac-
tive in four states might re-
call that Mr. Kennedy was a
“winning Democrat” — in
his home State of Massachu-
setts. Yet his election to hte
Presidency of the United
States — by the narrowest
margin in history — might
never have been won had he
not forthrightly faced the
white-hot religious issue.

FACT OF LIFE

Two of Governor Romney’s
fellow Mormons seem to
have r 7

. political life: Secrefary of
the Interior Stewart Udall —
and Mrs. George Romney.

Secretary Udall, a member
of a pioneer Mormon family
in Arizona, recently issued a
demand that the L.D.S.

© Church eliminate its “res-
trictions now imposed on Ne-
gro fellowship, which has no
real sanction in essential
Mormon thought.”

The restrictions to which
the Cabinet member referred
are the prohibitions which

ecognized this fact of |

cially di ing church.
This writer has tried to
reach either Governor or
Mrs. Romney for an answer
to this question. The only
available commentary was
provided by a Lansing press
officer named Charles Har-
mon. He refused to discuss
the question, contending that
“You're talking about two
different points ... Inas-
much as I am not a member
of the Governor’s church, I
can only say that his state-
ment is a reply to a religious
matter within the church.”

|- ‘REVELATION' .
A great many Americ
— including Udall — will dis-
agree that this issue can be
swept under the rug as a
merely internal problem of
one denomination. Among
these is Negro author Louis
Lomax who has predicted
that:
“If Romney gets the nomi-

nation at 10 p.m. — we’ll
have a Divine Revelation by
midnight!”

Lomax’s Revelation refer-
ence applies to the only
means whereby the L.D.S.
Church can revise its racist
doctrine: a Divine Revelation
to David O. McKay, the 93-

Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints.

There appears to be little
hope that President McKay
will change his written pro-
' nouncement that “Negroes
are not entitled to .the full
blessings of the Gospel.”

REACTION

tion to this and similar state-

ments of other L.D.S. Presi- |

dents such as Joseph Smith,
Brigham Young and Wilford
Woodruff, is to attempt to
circumvent the issue by
pointing to his own support of
civil rights. Yet a growing
number of Americans feel
that Romney’s projected im-
age of sincerity will begin to
approximate reality only
when he is willing to join fel-
low Mormons like Udall in
protesting such racial dis-
crimination within his
church.

expression of the member-|-

year-old President of the|

Governor Romney's reac-|
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“John F, Kennedy made a

OF LI¥E
. Two of Governor Romney’s

fellow Mormons seem to
have recognized this fact of

FACT

special visit to the Hous-
ton, Texas, Ministerial As-

‘sociation (all Protestant),
the encounter was regard-
ed as one of the most sig-
nificant incidents of his
presidential campaign.

Mr. Kennedy’s forthright
answers to all of the minis-
ters questions generally are

considered to have been a:

major factor in dispelling the
suspicions of a number of
Protestants that somehow *a
Catholic President might be
subservient to the Papacy

A recent news dispatch re-
ports that former Republican
Party Chairman Leonard
Hall is preparing to distrib-

-ute 250,000 color brochures-

extolling Michigan Governor
. George Romney as “a win-
niang Republican.” Leaders of
{th'e Romney-for-President
—‘clubs which are aiready ac-
tive in four states might re-
‘call that Mr. Kennedy was a
“winning Democrat” — in
his home State of Massachu-
selts. Yet his election to hte
Lresidency of the United
States — by the narrowest
‘margin in history — might
never have been won had he
not forthrightly faced the
white-hot religious issue.

~

political life: Secretary of
the Interior Stewart Udall —
and Mrs. George Romney.

" Secretary Udall, a member
of a pioneer Mormon family
in Arizona, recently issued a
demand that the L.D.S.
Church eliminate its “res-
trictions now imposed on Ne-
gro fellowship, which has no
real sanction in essential
‘Mormon thought.”

‘The restrictions to which

the Cabinet member referred
are the prohibitions which
_deny Negro Mormons the

iright to become either’

! priests or bishops.
' Replied Romney to the

!

Udall demand: “In the light’

of the fact that Church doc-
,trine is not determined hy
Ltne - attitude
xpression of the member-
ship and the leadership . ..
I his method . . . cannot serve
any useful purpose.” .
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This rebuke of Demorrat
Udall by the G. 0. P. presi-
dential hopeful took place at
almost exacily the same
«time that Mrs. George Rom-
(ney announced her resigna-
tion from a private women’s
(club I Detroit, which she
{ charged with racial diserimi-
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docirine: a Divine Revelation
to David O. McKay, the 93-
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hope that President McKay
will change his written pro-
nouncement that “Negroes
are not entitled ,to the full
, blessings of the Gospel.” |
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Stern Mormon View

“Americans have never been so over-
committed in foreign entanglements,”
thundered a recent editorial in the Des-
eret News. “Never have their natural
resources been so extravagantly used,
never has the national deficit been so
great except in times of all-out war,
never have taxes been higher, inflation
more out of hand; never has youth
taced a more uncertain future, never
have there been heavier encroachments
on personal liberty by an all-powerful
federal government, never has crime
been more ugly and broad, never the
air more polluted, food, clothing more
expensive—ad infinitum.”

So the voice of Mormonism char-
acterizes the American scene from Salt
Lake City. Deeply concerned with U.S.
morals, the Deseret News (circ. 90,224)
finds them slipping everywhere—toward
permissiveness, collectivism and individ-
ual irresponsibility.

The Church Comes First. Owned by
the church, the News is closely su-
pervised by the church. Three of its
nine-man board of directors belong to
the Council of the Twelve Apostles,
the church’s governing body. Most of
its editorial staffers are Mormons; some
are summoned from their jobs to go
on missions, and they never refuse.
The paper accepts no ads for alcoholic
beverages, cigarettes or even coffee—un-
less it is part of a general grocery ad.
Staffers are not allowed to smoke in
news offices. “It is church property: sa-
cred,” says Managing Editor Theron
Liddle.

The News relies almost entirely on
the wire services for national and inter-
national coverage; it devotes its en-
ergies to local news and to church
events. A banner headline once read:
BEWARE OF EVIL, CHURCH TOLD. De-
spite its firmly conservative political
views, the News never endorses a po-
litical candidate for local or national
office. “We don’t believe religion and
politics mix,” says Editor William
Smart. George Romney, however, could
present the paper with a dilemma. The
first Mormon to be actively considered
for the presidency, Romney also faith-
fully articulates the Mormon moral out-
look. If he won the Republican nom-
ination, the editors concede that they
might break precedent and support him.

The News was founded in 1850, three
years after Brigham Young and his fol-
lowers arrived in Salt Lake Valley. Ac-
cording to the Book of Mormon, the
word deseret means honeybee. For a
while the News had Salt Lake City pret-
ty much to itself. But in 1870, the
Tribune was started to “oppose the un-

due exercise of priestly authority.” -

Under the ownership of a wealthy Ro-
man Catholic family named Kearns,

72

ud

NASNAr x

PUBLISHER HAWKES
Banners on evil.

the Tribune eventually surpassed the
News because of its more compre-
hensive coverage; it also made light
of Mormon officialdom. The church
pumped considerable cash into the pa-
per so that it could compete. In 1952
both papers grew weary of battle and
combined their advertising and business
departments while they remained sep-
arate editorially.

Forbidden Fruits. Today, the quar-
rels of the past have been set aside,
and both papers enjoy healthy profits.
Not only does the Tribune (circ. 109,-
738) no longer needle Mormons; it also
carries a lot of Mormon news. Some
people feel the papers get along a little
too well. For one thing, advertisers must
pay 75% of the papers’ combined rate
to place an ad in one paper. Beer and

EDITOR SMART
Dilemma over George.

cigarette advertisers feel that this dis-
criminates against them, since they are
not allowed to place ads in the News.
Ironically, the News then benefits from
the forbidden ads since it splits rev-
enue fifty-fifty with the Tribune.

The News is not totally oblivious to
a changing world. One of the reasons
Publisher E. Earl Hawkes left the Hearst
papers for the News in 1964 was a
promise that he would not have to put
out a “church house organ.” Indeed,
the News is sometimes at odds with con-
ventional Mormon opinion. The paper
got a lot of criticism when it ran a
story about Interior Secretary Stewart
Udall’s criticism of the church position
that Negroes are the descendants of
Cain and hence ineligible for the priest-
hood. Himself a Mormon, Udall argued
that Founder Joseph Smith held no
such view. According to Udall, it was
promulgated at a later date when the
church “settled for a compromise with
its own ideals.”

To Utah’s non-Mormons, the News
is still unrealistically rigid. “If those fel-
lows would just sit back, have a drink
and light up a big black cigar,” says a
top state Democrat, “maybe they’d be
closer to human.” To the editors of the
News, that sort of statement just proves
their point about the low state of mor-
als in America.

Sour Notes in St. Louis

St. Louis Globe-Democrat Publisher
Richard Amberg is always dreaming
up ways to get the jump on the rival
Post-Dispatch. Recently, he commis-
sioned the Globe-Democrat March.
“The Globe-Democrat is a strong, mil-
itant, patriotic paper,” he explained,
“and I thought a march would be in
character.” At its premiére in a park
concert performed by the Laclede Gas
Co. band, Composer Alfonso D’Artega
likened the “smooth and elegant theme”
to the “editorial, society and Sunday-
magazine sections of the newspaper.”
The paper pronounced the piece a hit:
“When it was over—all too quickly, it
seemed—MTr. D’Artega turned to face
applause that left no doubt as to the ac-
ceptance of his creation.”

Neither paper’s music critic reviewed
the creation, which band members
called “a nice high school march.” But
the Post-Dispatch could not resist an ed-
itorial comment. The Globe-Democrat
March, it said, “is reported to have
three themes, one spirited, one elegant,
and one blues—the blues expressing,
no doubt, the melancholy of running
second in a two-horse race.” Besides,
said the P-D, it had scooped the Globe
by 76 years—Composer Louis Stock-
igt’s Post-Dispatch March was first
played at the St. Louis Exposition in
1891. Gushed the P-D at the time:
“The members of the band over-
whelmed the composer with congratula-
tions. They pronounced his music as
bright and catchy as the newspaper in
whose honor it was composed.”

TIME, AUGUST 4, 1967



Your college contribution is a round-trip ticket

It’s good both ways.

First, it helps higher education
accomplish its mission of pro-
ducing leaders for America.

The trip back brings industry
its most important resource—
college-educated talent.

These young leaders come
fresh with brainpower and

knowledge ; they fill the ranks
of management.

The colleges need business help
—and welcome it.

Especially now, when they are
facing rising costs and increas-
ing enrollments.

If business wants college tal-
ent, it will have to keep the col-
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leges in business.

Help them finance their expan-
sion—their buildings, lab fa-
cilities and, above all, their
teaching staffs.

It’s good business insurance—
it’s good business.

Your aid-to-education pro-
gram is an aid to yourself.

< -

COLLEGE IS BUSINESS’ BEST FRIEND. -$aNs

SeR EDUCATION

TIME, AUGUST 4, 1967

SPECIAL TO MANAGEMENT—A new booklet of | CEED
particular interest if your company has not yet =———
established an aid-to-education program. Write
for: ““The Rationale of Corporate Giving’’, Box 36,

Times Square Statipn, New York, N. Y. 10036
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Udall Among Members Attacking Position at Time
When Quastion Could Have Rearing on American Politics

R d

BY DAN L. THRAPF

Times Religion Sditor

The deeply rooted Mormon atti-
tude apparently discriminating
against Negroes because of their
race is becoming a burning issue in

that church — and beyond the
church.
To many Mormons and non-

Mormons it seems that the issue
may hring some modification of
church teachings in the fairly near
future. But these will not come
easily.

And because of the possibility of
Mormon George Romney's candida-
cy for the Republican nomination
for President, the attitude has
become a matter of moment . in
American politics.

"Uncracked Fortress'

The increasing heat of racial
pressures in the country has
prought it into focus as one of the
few uncracked fortresses of discri-
mination. , ;

Prominent members of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
have attacked it.

Interior Secretary Stewart L.
Udall, a Democrat, has urged his
church to alter its traditional posi-
tion. e

"Every Mormon knows that his
church teaches that the day will
come when the Negro will be given
full fellowship," he wrote in an
article for Dialogue. "Surely the day
has come." ' AN
_ Dialogue, with a circulation of
ahout 7,500, is a periodical edited at
Palo Alto by members of the church,
but published at Salt Lake City. It
has no official church sanction.
~ "Surely God is speaking to us now,

telling us that the time is here" to
bring the Negro into full fellowship,
wrote Udall.

"We are going to be crippled on
this shoal, if we fail to correct it."
warned Capt. DeVere Baker, 50,
master of a series of ocean-going
rafts named Lehi with which he has
sought to demonstrate Mormon
theories of the early migrations of
man.

"The Negro question is causing
turmoil among Mormon liberals,”
reported one of the liberals. "There
are surprising numbers of them in
the church. and they are becoming
increasingly restless with the LDS

. Church's failure to change its

stand."

From other sources it is less clear
that "liberals" in the church are so
very numerous.

Apathetic Majority

With respect to the Negro cues-
tion, there probably is a small
conservative element adamantly op-
posed to any change, a small liheral
contingent which desires a complete
revolution in church thinking and
teaching now, and the vast majority
of Mormons who are apathetic on
the question or will go in any
direction their leaders point.

The LDS Church admits Negro
members, but they are few—esti-
mated to number no more than
5,000 in a church that counts 2.5
million members.

But if the Negro is accepted into
membership, he is denied the priest-
hood, which is open to every other
qualified Mormon on earth, whether

Please Turn to Page 3, Section B
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he be a blue-eyed, blond

Swede or a coal-vlack Fiji

Islander.
The Mormon priesthood

“Is not similar to that in
some other churches, such

as the Roman Catholic or

- Episcopal.

Male Mormons,

members of the Aaronic
priesthood at 12 and of the
Melchizedek priesthood at
about 18.

; Negroes, being
from the priesthood, are
presumably also barred
. from the upper reaches of
‘the Celestial Paradise.
They are not allowed to
seal their marriages for
eternity, as other lMor-
mons are. They are limit-

ed in the role they may

take in management of the
church's temporal affairs

Most Mormons hold that
these disabilities are God's
responsibility, not that of

" the church. In good time,

they feel, God will remove

these restrictions from the

Negro race.

But He hasn't done it
“yet, they maintain.

The origin of the
.church's posxtxon on the
Negro apparently stems
from a simple phrase in
_one of the church's accept-
ed books, but in Mormon
theology it is much more
complicated than that.

other |
~than Negroes, become

barred

Saﬂ'a Well-inown

-

The saga of the start of -, cmh and with the bIess-

the res»o;ed LDS Church,
through the revelations

| and translations of Prophet

Joseph Smith, is well-
known. Smuhs most fa-
mous work, the Book of

.Mormon, is accepted as a

- cornerstone of the church
today.

But he produced other ‘

writings, as well, most of |

" them also accepted by th

church as authoxitethe.
Among these is a work
called the Pearl o;. Great |
. Price.

It includes a Book of
"Abrahiam. In its first c'nap-
ter it says that a king of
Egypt "was from the 101..3

of. Ham," who, according
to Gcn. xi, 25-27, was
cursed.

Ham's descendants bore,
as signs of that curse, the

‘black skin and featurcs of

a Negro, because IHam had
married Ex zyptus, a Negro
woman who had caxued
the mark of Cain. This

because Cain, according to
Genesis, had slain hlb
brother Abel

Lmeage Traced

According to the Book of
Abraham, the first ruler of
Egypt was 'Pharaoh, a
descendant of Ham and
Egyptus. It continues:

"Pharaoh, being a right-
eous man, established his

' kingdom and judges his

| people wisely and justly

‘all his days, seeking ear-
| nestly to imitate that or-

der established by the
- fathers in the first genera-
- tions, in the days of the
first patriarchal reign,
even in the reign of Adam,

-and also of Noah, his

father,” who blessed him

with the blessings of the

i Nephi,

! for He doeth ¢

S DRI . SRR . S,
mark was placed on Cain

ings of wisdom, but cursed
hun as pertaining to the
priesthood."

It is on the last phrase of

this passage that the pre-
sent attitude of the LDS
Church toward the Negro

_ is based.

Thgz passage apparently
conflicts with one in the
Book of Mormon itsclf,

| was "perplexing.

which Joesph Smith had |

earlier.
26, it says:
"I"or none of these ini-
quities come of the Lord;
hat which is
good among the children
of men; and He doeth

translated In 2

nothing save it be plain -

unto the children of men;
and He inviteth them all
to come unto Him and
partake of His goodness;
and He denieth none tha‘.
come unto Him, black and
white, bond and free, male
and female; and He re-
membereth the heathen;
and all are alike unto God,
both Jew ana Gentile."

Past Recalled
"~ The Mormon Church has

had Negro members who
held the full priesthood in
the past century. One,-

Elijan Abel, was a full
member for 50 years.
Perhaps there were oth-

ers. But there are none |

today.

No change could bhe
made

— __x_u T Y

This Ieuer was re printed [

Jast Dec. 29 by the Cali-
fornia Intermountain
News, the Southern Ca-
lifornia Mormon weekly,

and remains the best

statement of the posmoa
of the church.

President McKay. con-
ceded that the question

n

'Tiernal Plan'

"I know of no scriptural

basis for denying
pricsthood to Negroes oth-

3
ine

|

|
?
!
i

er man one verse in tm__

Abraham," he

of

i S B i
sald rIowever I believe
... that the real reason
dates back to our pre-exist-
ent life."

If, he said, God is "rc-
sponsible for the condi-
tions of the Negro in his

relationship to the-

church" God also is just

~and His action "may have

been entirely in keeping -

with the eternal plan of
salvation for all the child-
ren of God."

He said, "the seeming
discrimination by the

church toward the Negro,

is not something which
originated with man, but

goes back into the nef*m- .

ning with God."
President YMcKay,

aftera :

lengthy theological discus- .
sion of the possible rea- |

|

in LDS doctrine. !

without the approval of

the president, David O.
McKay, 94, whose position
on the matter is conserva-
tive and unlikely to
change in his lifetime. He
is in fzulmﬂr health.

In Octlober, 1947, he
stated his views in a
lengthy letter to John E.
D~onhalter, a student at the
LImv:.rslty of Utah who

“had questioned him about
~ the matter.

{



sons for God's action, said:

"Sometime in God's
eternal plan, the Negro
will be given the right to
hold the priesthood."

Many Mormons feel that
now is the time.

The understanding that
the apparent discrimina-
tion against Negroes is
based upon the action of
God and not of man is no
doubt reassuring to many,
though others may feel
that thla is no final. an-
swer.

Statement Hit .
Among them would be
Secretary Udall, Capt.
Baker, and others.
Romney, governor of

Michigan, said that Udall's-

statement "cannot serve
any useful religious ser-
vice," although he would
perhap; not deny that a
change in the church's
off1c1al position might be
" beneficial politically - for
his possible candidacy.
Romney said that his
church's position has not
. impeded his own working
for social justice in
Michigan, but he must he
aware that not only his
works, but Negro voters'
concepts of his beliefs as
reflected hy his church,
have political meaning.
Romney has said that "if
~my church prevented .me
In any way from dedicat-
ing myself to the removal
of social injustice and
racial discrimination, I
would not belong to it.
"But such is not the
case."
The governor stressed
. that Mormon doctrine is
not determined. by the
church's membership and
that Udall's comments
were "only an expression
of his viewpoint as a
member of the church.”

-rably damaged by it. In-

Udall wrote, "The divine
curse concept which is so
commonly held among our
people runs counter to the
great stream of modern

religious and social
thought."

He said the issue must
be resolved "not because
we desire to conform, or
because we want to atone
for an affront to a whole
race. It must be resolved
because we are wrong and

- it is past the time when we

should have seen_the
right.

"We violate the 11~hts
and dignity of our '\ecrro
brothers, and for this we
bear a measure of guilt;
but surely we harm our-
selves even more."

Capt. Baker has been
even more outspoken, in
interviews, on television

_programs, and elsewhere.

As he has become some-

“thing of a Mormon hero
through™ his remarkable

voyages and obviously
loyal commitment to LDS
beliefs, his expressions on
the Negro question carry
considerable weight.
"Even if the ban is valid,
in the Pearl of Great
Price," he said, "it applies,

by its very wording, to .

'Egyptians,' and not to the
entire black race.
"We are being irrepa-

stead of something heauti-
ful and poetic, this teach-
ing is hung up on a thing
as evil as race prejudice."

He acknowledged the

authority. of the Pearl of-
Great Price, along with
that of the Book of [
Mormon and the Doctrine ‘
and Covenants, but
warned that they must not .
. be misinterpreted.

Baker believc. that

_Joseph Smith ‘was not

prejudiced against the
Negro, but that prejudice
<eeped into teachings of
the faith in Utah, when
Brigham Young uas the
cnulch leader.

"\Iany of the people
coming into Utah in 1848
and tnereafter were from
border areas and southern
states and they brought-

% Tog Sngeles Times 3
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bcbdllhost

with them their prejudices
and hates," he said.

"That this doctrine
should have hecome part
of my church is strange,

strange, strange. It has

done it great damage."



‘| fused to endorse a demand
‘1S ecretary of the
Interior, hat the Mormon

. { Church remove all restrictions
.| against Negro members.

New Disputes on Rights

Embroil Both Romneys

The Presidental hopes of Michigan Gov. Romney have taken a stranoge roller

Yesterday, the Govenor’s wife

' |resigned from the Women’s City
.|Club of Detroit because of
i charges that it has a discrimi- | ©

» | nation Eglchagal e roes
e same time, Romney

own stand on civil rlcrhts be
came more clouded as he re-
0y

Both _Romney, a Republican,

[ coaster rise and plunge over the civil rights issue.

and 1, a Democrat are life-
long Mormons and descendants

T members of the
church, known officially as the

Wb‘uﬁ C!ll‘lst of the

In a letter to the Morman
magazine Dialogue, Udall wrote,
“This issue must be res resolved——
and resolved not b% %uous mor-
alistic glatltudes by clear
an explicit pronouncer

and decisions that come to grips
I e~

btﬁa cont

with the emp*nous ths
rary world.

Romney issued a statement
on the letter critical of the Sec-
retary.

In light of the fact that church
doctrine is not determined by |
the attitude and expression of
the individual members or the
leadership, he [Udall]

.61

do all others that
his * meth: accomplishing

the religious object he seeks
cannot serve anF useful reli-
gious _purpose,” Romney said.

Romney has been an out-
spoken supporter of civil nghts,
but has riticism

of his_church’s position.
The Mormon Church permits

‘Negroes as members but effec-

tively keeps them from attain-
ing any rank in the church by
barring them from priesthood
orders.

In her letter of resignation
from the club, Mrs. Romney
said, “I want to make it known
that I am not protesting any-
thing other than allowing mem-
bers to bring their guests with-
out qualification.”

A recent newspaper story had
charged that the club bars Ne-
gro women from membership
as well as from the second-floor
lounge and the dixiing room.

“This_to me

Mrs. Romney sai ave just
learned of the pohcy i wuu]d_n’t
have joined.if.I.kne

Mrs. Gaylord Todd the club’s
president, admitted there were
no Negro members but said that
Negro guests 'had been enter-
faired > 7 ot 2




Mrs. Romney Backs Mormons
In Their Teachings on Negroe:

Mrs. Lenore Lafount Romney,
the wife of Gov. George Rom-
ney of Michigan, has expressed
anger at critics of the Mormon
attitude on Negroes. The Gov-
ernor is a leader of the Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints.

“If my church taught me any-

thing other than that the Negro
is equal in every way to any
other person, I could not accept
it,” Mrs. Romney said in an in-
terv1ew in the current 1ssue of
Look magazine.

Governor Romney’s member-

ship in a church that does not

allow Negroes to become priests

has been cited as an obstacle
to his chances of winning the|

Repubhcan Presidential nomi-
nation in 1968.

Mrs. Remney, a former Hol-
lywood actress who has taught
Sunday classes
church for 18 years, said:

“Who can say a person is in-|

ini.a Mormon |

ferior when the Lord said: ‘I ar
the judge, and judge not lest y
be judged’?

This I believe completely. Th
Negro cannct attain the priest
hood, and I am sorry, but h
will get it.

“He has all the blessings an
can go straight to the celestic
heaven [highest plateau of th
Mormon hereafter]. I just can
believe any inferiority, and i
makes me very cross when som
commentators say we think Ne

groes . inferior. Good grie
Nothing could be further fror
the truth.”

Her son, Scott, a Harvar
Law School freshman, is quote
as saying:

“My mecther has tremendou
faith in God and Dad—this i
her rock.”

His younger brother Mitt i
a freshman at Stanford Uni
versity, currently on leave as
Mormon missionary in France




Letters to the Editor of Dialogue
Published in the subsequent Autumn 1967
issue of Dialogue in response to the
letter of Stewart Udall



Letters to the Editors

Lucile C. Tate who made the sketches in this section in the course of a summer’s lravels is an instructor in
Humanities at Brigham Young University and mother of four children.

Dear Sirs:

After Udall’s letter, what now? Despite the
possible political implications of Stewart Udall’s
letter, I hailed it as a welcome voice on a sub-
ject generally veiled in public silence. And yet.
after the letter’s admitted value as a statement
of a problem, of what value is it? Mr. Udall
said nothing new, although he said it well. In
asking for a resolution of this issue, and a salve
for our troubled consciences, he asked for an
impossibility. The dilemma of Udall, and of
others like myself who desperately wish for a
solution to this problem, is that we are steeped
in a tradition which emphasizes the capacity of
the individual to effect change, and yet we have
accepted membership in a church which has
exclusively central leadership. By our voluntary
acceptance of membership in the Church, we
must accept this dilemma. We cannot demand
a revelation. That demand, it would seem, is
unstated but present in Mr. Udall’s letter.

I teel, as Mr. Udall seems to, the need for
immediate, physical action. What can we, as
concerned individuals, do? I don’t intend to
present a solution to this complex question.
However, I would call for an end to the intel-
lectual and physical isolation which marks most
Mormon thought and inaction on this subject.
We, as a people, and Salt Lake City, as a
community, can no longer refuse to recognize
the growing status of the Negro. We must effect
a public consciousness of our racial problems.
Our role as Church members, it would seem, is
to realize and to make distinct the difference
between the denial of a man the priesthood and
the denial of fellowship and of full civil rights.
What the Lord can offer, we can only patiently

wait for; what we can offer, we must learn to
give. This calls for a tremendous sensitivity and
an immersion in personal relationships. It calls
for a realization that the value of letters such as
Mr. Udall’s lies in their function as a catharsis
—perhaps a valuable function, but one which
cannot and perhaps should not have effect on
the First Presidency or on the quality of Negro-
Mormon relationships. Such a catharsis is by its
nature an isolating experience. It is certainly no
substitute for personal responsibility.

As Mormons we are faced with a dilemma
which becomes increasingly problematic. Per-
haps our situation could be viewed as a modern-
day refiner’s fire or as a test of our understanding
of the spirit of brotherhood and of the Gospel.
We must learn what elements of ourselves can
be given in solution of the problem which we
face. I ask with Mr. Udall, “To what more
noble accomplishment could we of this genera-
tion aspire?”’

Robyn Sandberg
Sarah Lawrence College

Dear Sirs:

By virtue of what Church standing does
Udall presume to lecture the brethren on their
doctrine?

Does he suppose that his transient political
status now supersedes his years of religious con-
descension and inactivity?

Fortunately, his socio-religious treatise,
ghost-written or not, will be treated with the
same urgency in high Church places as would a
sudden political solution offered by a casual,
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indifferent, precinct-level functionary by the
highest councils of the Democrat Party.

How much better would it have been, had
he chosen to spend the time consumed in “‘writ-
ing” his dissertation, in cleaning out the chicken
coop down at the Stake Farm—perhaps in the
company of the editors of your magazine, and
myself.

Vernon B. Romney
Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear Sirs:

I don’t agree with Mr. Udall’s private inter-
pretation concerning what “essential Mormon
thought” ought to be, but I do appreciate the
logic he must have used to arrive at his conclu-
sions. It's what one would expect from a non-
member. Of course, there are members, too, who
apply this type of logic, but they are usually
more open about their over-all negative attitude
toward the Church. They honestly admit that
they don’t think the Church is an instrument of
God—it’s merely a great social organization.
They don’t pretend to be concerned about the
“minds and morals of our youth” and “the in-
tegrity of our Christian ethic.” Certainly they
are critical, but they don’t set themselves up, by
virtue of political and economic power, to be
self-appointed spokesmen for the Church.

But now comes Mr. Udall with some per-
tinent observations designed to let the world
know that all Mormons are not unenlightened
die-hards. It’s too bad the world doesn’t know
that there are Mormons and then there are
Mormons, and I cringe to think that many of
the world now think that Mr. Udall’s views
represent Mormon thought.

Of course, he must be a member in good
standing or he wouldn’t use terms like “we
Mormons,” “our people,” “our leaders,” “our

. ideals,” and “our Church.” And he cer-
tainly must know and understand the whole
Mormon picture because of statements like:
“. . . the restriction now imposed on Negro
fellowship is a social and institutional practice
having no real sanction in essential Mormon
thought,” “Surely God is speaking to us now,
telling us that the time is here,” “. . . for the
divine curse concept which is so commonly held
among our people runs counter to the great
stream of modern religious and social thought,”
and “. . . we are wrong and it is past the time
when we should have seen the right.”

Mr. Udall must think the Church is made up
of extremely gullible people. Otherwise he

never would have set himself up as he did to
try to influence the members.

The Church is either true or it isn’t. Ifrit
changes its stand on the strength of the “great
stream of modern religious and social thought,”
it will be proven untrue. If that happens, the
more serious members would do well to join the
Cub Scouts. It’s cheaper and there is less work
and less criticism.

But these more serious members have a con-
viction that the Church is true. They fully
expect to receive “persistent, painful inquiries”
and worse. To them, the Church is not a social
institution and an outlet for power seekers in
spite of the obvious politics and insensitive king-
dom building perpetrated by some. They know
the Church is a loner, just like Judaism and
Moses and Noah and Lincoln and like our
Founding Fathers. I'm glad they weren’t afraid
of painful inquiries.

If the Church is true, it will hold to its be-
liefs in spite of its members. If it is false, more
power to the easy-way-out philosophers who claim
to know the “imperious truths of the contem-
porary world.”

Paul C. Richards
Provo, Utah

Dear Sirs:

Secretary Udall’s letter in the Summer 1967
issue of Dialogue prompts the following observa-
tion:

In the book of Second Samuel, chapter six,
there is recorded the story of a man named
Uzzah. Not having a legal right to touch the
ark of God, he treated it casually and with dis-
respect when David was returning it to Jerusa-
lem. For his insolence he was struck dead, the
Lord thus making clear that He would have
His work done in His own way. Uzzah thus
gained the dubious distinction of becoming the
charter member and founder of that society of
individuals who will ‘“steady the ark” when
God’s anointed has in their eyes faltered, grown
old, or become fearful, or is just not up with
the times and cannot see that which the real
intellectual can see. This group is known as the
Ark Steadier’s Society (A.S.S.). They are on
hand to keep the Church up to date and to
keep it current in the onward march of progress.
They are the “liberals” who will deliver from
destruction those who, in blind faith, wait for
the Lord Himself to speak. They insist we
should put brwure on Him, and in this way we
can be saved from sinking into the abyss of



oblivion that is due a small-time church that
cannot keep abreast or,adapt itself to the mod-
ern facts of life. They are sure we can force
God to up-date the Church if we will just be
firm with Him. They remind us that we
wrenched a revelation out of Him in the days
of Wilford Woodruff to end an “abomination”
—we can do it again.
All hail to the newest member of the Ark

Steadier’s Society. . . .

Edwin P. Rudel

Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear Sirs:

Dialogue encouraged response to Stewart
Udall’s letter (Summer, 1967). I was offended,
not so much by the subject of the letter, but
by the author’s own “moralistic platitudes” and
his naive approach to the essence of Mormon
theology. Not only did the letter seem politically
charged but it also lacked the spirit of one who
is genuinely interested in or committed to the
Church. I concur with statements attributed to
George Romney (New York Times News Service)
that Udall knows that this is not the way to
bring about the change that he desires.

Although doctrinal change in our Church
does not come about through public pressure,
each of us as individuals in the Church must
come to grips with the issue. I would only ask
that we consider the many ramifications of our
Church’s position regarding the Negro race.

Historical Ramifications: To justify the Church’s
current position denying priesthood to members
of the negroid races, we must be prepared to
accept and defend that all Negroes (a term
which itself presents many ambiguities) descend
from the union of Ham and his wife Egyptus.
This, of course, means that the numerous and
liverse black peoples of sub-Saharan Africa,
Madagascar, Malay Peninsula, the Philippines
and Celebes, Australia, Tasmania, New Guinea
and Melanesia had their origin at that rather
recent time in history and are all descendants
of Ham, regardless of diversity in their physica
types, language, and culture. If we assume that
Pharach was denied the priesthood because he
too was a descendant of Ham (and consequently
a Negro), then the civilization of the Pharaohs
in the Nile Valley, not to mention all the Bib-
lical Canaanites who settled along the eastern
shore of the Mediterranean Sea, known as
Phoenecians and Philistines in their day and
whose land was later given to Abraham as a
land of promise for his descendants, must all be
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considered Negroes. In addition, descendants
of Ham went on to settle most of the Middle
East and founded such cities as Nineveh, Sidon,
Tyre, Beersheba, Jericho and even Babel (from
whence Jared and his brother came) according
to the Biblical accounts (Gen. 10:6-20).

There are also the modern historical problems
relating to the social context and setting in which
the Church was founded and in which it devel-
oped as well as the problems relating to a clear-
cut position in the nineteenth century Church
regarding the Negro and the priesthood and the
Negro in the Church, for that matter. This has
scarcely been touched by Mormon historians in
a sophisticated manner. These historical prob-
lems could well be a theme for discussions
regarding social science and religion.

Scriptural Ramifications: There is only one
reference in any of the standard works to any one
or any group being cursed with a “skin of
blackness” and the reference is to the Lamanite
people of the Book of Mormon (2 Nephi 5:21).
References to “blackness’ and being considered
black are found in the Book of Moses in the
Pearl of Great Price and pertain to ante-
diluvian peoples with whom there is no mention
of priesthood. One of these groups, the pre-
flood people of Canaan “which dwelt in tents”
(Moses 7:6-8) appears to have been descended
from Seth, the son of Adam (Moses 6:16-19 and
Gen. 7:8-10 Inspired Version). In addition,
there is no reference in any of the scriptures,
to my knowledge, which even implies that the
Canaanites or the Cainanites are descendants
of Cain, the son of Adam.



8/DIALOGUE: A jJournal of Mormon Thought

President McKay stated in a letter of No-
vember 3, 1947 (Home Memories of President David
0. McKay, pp. 226-231): “I know of no scriptural
basis for denying the priesthood to Negroes
other than one verse in the Book of Abraham,

. ." That verse states, “Now Pharaoh being
of that lineage by which he could not have the
right of Priesthood, notwithstanding the Phar-
aohs would fain claim it from Noah, through
Ham,—therefore my father was led away by
their idolatry” (Abraham 1:26). It is the rela-
tion of the Negroid peoples of the world to the
Pharaohs of ancient Egypt who were clearly
cursed regarding the priesthood according to the
scriptural record that should occupy the atten-
tion of any critic of the current L.D.S. Negro
doctrine. In this regard, facsimile number three
from the Book of Abraham might be noted. The
question could be raised why the Pharaohs,
presumably Negroes, are not represented as such,
while the Egyptian slave—probably from some-
where on the upper Nile in central Africa—
clearly is.

Sociological Ramifications: My studies currently
in Brazil, a country where mass miscegenation
among European Caucasians, Bantu and Sudan-
ese Africans, and indigenous American Indians
has been a reality now for almost three hundred
years, have led me to conclude that most Bra-
zilians who are not second or third generation
descendants of German, Italian, Polish, or
Japanese immigrants, are probably descendants
of Negroes. This is especially true among the
lower and lowe:-middle classes which make up
a large portion of L.D.S. Church membership
in this land. Pelotas, for example, in the state
of Rio Grande do Sul and one of the most suc-
cessful missionary cities of the Brazilian South
Mission, is described by nineteenth century
chroniclers (Saint-Hilaire, Dreys, and Ave-
Lallemant) as being “predominantly black” and
this is in Rio Grande do Sul considered to be
the “whitest” part of Brazil. Branches of the
Church have recently been established in
Aracaja, Recife, Jodo Pessoa, and Fortaleza in
the “very black™ nordeste.

We must therefore ask, “Just who is a
Negro?” We, as a Church, have decided that
the Melanesian Fiji Islanders are not while the
Papuans of neighboring New Guinea are. In
some of the branches of the Church which my
wife and I have attended here in Brazil, there
appear to be priesthood bearers who possess the
essential characteristics of the Negroid races.
I am reminded that someone of authority de-
cided that these people are not.

These, I believe, are some legitimate questions
for us as individuals within the Church to
examine, and we should examine them within a
context of our testimonies and with the assurance
of the divine mission of Joseph Smith.

Gary Lobb
Pérto Alegre, R.G.S.
Brasil

Dear Sirs:

Let nobody doubt that Stewart Udall has
spoken for thousands upon thousands of his con-
cerned and thoughtful fellow churchmen. His
letter regarding the Negro problem led me to
reflect that it is twenty years ago this summer
that I was first shocked into a realization of the
implications of the present policy and began a
“dialogue” with the First Presidency. I had
spent twelve months beginning in September,
1945, making a study of rural life in Cuba for
the Department of State. The following year,
1947, a friend of college days was sent by the
Church Authorities to investigate the possibility
of establishing mission work there. Upon learning
of my having been in Cuba, he wrote me to
inquire if I had found many white people there.
In retrospect, I realize that I was very naive.
But the truth is, that it was my first real con-
frontation with this question. Inevitably, in
growing up in a Mormon Utah village, I had
become familiar with such phrases as ‘“white
and delightsome,” “cursed with a dark skin,” the
“third who sat on the fence,” but they were just
“phrases” that went in one ear and out the
other. The Negro never came to our village.
In my correspondence with the First Presidency,
I was truly troubled to find myself in opposition
to a fixed dogma. I decided to let the matter
drop.

But five years later a friend in Salt Lake City
sent me a copy of the Church supplement to the
Deseret News containing a story about some
returned missionaries from South Africa who had
promised a woman on her deathbed to do her
work in the temple. Their efforts to make sure
her blood was not “tainted” disturbed me all
over again. I resolved to make public the story
of “Mormons and the Negro” and published it in
The Nation (May 24, 1952). So much for “reflec-
tion.”

All churches, other Christian groups as well
as Mormons, which are founded on revelation
have difficulty in adjusting to change. But
Mormonism was founded on the principle of
“progressive revelation” and therefore has a



built-in mechanism for adjustment. Without
entering into a discussion as to what is revelation,
I think it is appropriate to remark that such
revelations as have guided the Church since
Joseph Smith’s death have not followed the
format of the Prophet. Decision-making has
followed a quite different and more normal
pattern. It seems unrealistic to expect the Church
to deal with this problem in any other manner.

The dilemma of the Church leaders is a cruel
one, but less so than the doctrine itself. Yet
there are some aspects of the problem which call
urgently for solution, and in some sense mitigate
the difficulties.

1. It was never the subject of a formal rev-
elation by Joseph Smith as was polygamy. More-
over, the scriptural base cited for its support
conflicts with other Mormon scripture, not to
mention the New Testament.

2. Church practice itself has not been con-
sistent. It is well known that Negroes have been
ordained to the Priesthood. Moreover, skin
color per se is not a bar to full “citizenship”
in the Church. Only the American Negro—and
by extension his ancestry in Africa—is victim-
ized.

3. To penalize the present black population
for the presumed delinquency of their ancestors
in the First Estate is to bring us into conflict
with that Article of Faith which says: “We
believe men will be punished for their own
sins . . .”

4. “Pure whiteness” is today impossible to
validate. Negroes and whites have lived together
on this continent since the early years of settle-
ment. The mixture of white and black “blood”
is so widespread that there are relatively few
pure blacks. By the same token the diffusion
of black blood among the whites must be re-
garded as widespread. Each year thousands of
babies are born in this country whose Negro
ancestry is so remote as to have no influence on
the physical characteristics. How is the “drop
of tainted blood” to be discerned?

5. Options for change in the doctrine have
never been foreclosed. Always there is the modi-
fier, “the time will come when . . .”

6. In my Nation article, I mentioned that the
blessings of the Gospel were not available to the
Negro. This brought from one of my critics a
lengthy exposition to the effect that there are at
least seven blessings available to the Negro.
This being the case I have often wondered why
no effort is made to bring him these blessings.
On the contrary, mission work among the blacks
has been studiously avoided. Witness my Cuban
inquiry.

Letters to the Editors/9

7. Since we claim to be a universal church
whose message is to go to “every kindred, tongue,
and people,” how can we justify the exclusion
of over 100 million human beings?

One final comment. It seems to me it would
simplify matters if the theological aspect could
be disentangled from the social mesh in which
it is caught. The solution of the theological
matter should come first, and that is all the
Church leaders are confronted with. Mormon
whites will, of course, continue to nurse their
prejudices, but they should be denied the com-
fort of a sanction for them in their religion.

The problem will not go away by being
ignored. Decisions are urgently needed, for no
reason other than the moral one to bring our
principles of universal brotherhood into clearer
view. There is, in my view, only one right—and
righteous—answer.

Lowry Nelson
Coral Gables, Florida

Dear Sirs:

Mr. Udall’s letter of recommendation as to
the status of Negroes in the Church was certainly
a delight to all of us who welcome suggestions
for new Church teachings. Coming from such
an openly devoted member of the Church as
Stewart Udall, it should definitely be a key topic
of discussion in the next Mormon Ecumenical
Council. Perhaps it may even weaken David O.
McKay’s chances of re-election as President.

John Phillips
Brigham Young University

Dear Sirs:
Re: Secretary Udall’s letter

All men should have the required privilege
of using a fifty cent rental earphone and walking
the proverbial “mile” in Chicago’s Field
Museum. Malvine Hoffman’s sculpting of
Negroid, Mongoloid, and Caucasian man (and
his family) extracts more love from my soul
than ever I knew existed.

We must all live together—or die together.
The Church has given us special knowledge that
requires our ability to communicate His love to
everyone on earth. There are no exceptions.

Ramon S. Wilcox
San Francisco, California

Dear Sirs:

Mr. Mayhew (Letters, Summer issue) has
attempted to create an empirical model “of
what passes for intellectual activity among so



10/DIALOGUE: A Journal of Mormon Thought

many Mormons these days.” Quite aside from
being deficient on technical grounds, the model
also is less than half complete. He should at the
very least have included a sub-type for those
who make emotional attacks derived from a
pitch they have badly missed.

F. LaMond Tullis

Huancayo, Peru
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Dear Sirs:

... Dialogue has violated my trust by printing
quotes which profane Deity. Clearly, the context
of Ronald Wilcox’s “Morality or Empathy?”
(Spring, 1967) does not justify nor require the
inclusion of such repulsive examples. The entire
thesis being discussed, though controversial, is
not enhanced by forcing readers to indulge in
vicarious swearing. I did not expect to read
those words in Dialogue; 1 did not plan to do so
nor did I purchase the journal for that reason.
I have disagreed and expect to disagree with
various arguments or claims by different writers,
but not until now have I been offended. Not
until now have I seen expression which violates
a commandment as ancient as man. Not until
now has my environment been violated. Oh,
it’s true that this is not the first time in my life
that something offensive has occurred, but I have
regarded the intruders of past experiences as
enemies to the sanctity of my environment.
There is no reason for Dialogue to become an
enemy. Let it stimulate and explore. Let it
test the strength of foundations and pull men
beyond themselves. Let it challenge or testify.
But, don’t let it destroy!

. . . The attempt of “Morality or Empathy?”
was to justify swearing in the theater as an ex-
pression of reality external to the morality of the
actor. Aside from the very apologetic and de-
fensive approach, there is a reassuring note of
sincerity on the part of the author. At times I
wondered if he were trying to convince me or
himself. He failed in either case.

There is no basis to the pretext that becoming
an “actor” in any way releases a man from the
responsibility of his actions to his Father in
Heaven. Could an actor justify drunkenness and
expect to avoid the hangover in the guise of
“art”? Could an exotic dancer be pure before
God because her profession demanded lewd
behavior? Can a salesman lie, an athlete cheat,
or a business steal because in the profession
“everybody else does”? Does “art” to the artist,
the dancer, or the actor take priority over the
laws of God? To the professional thief we say,
“Change your profession because it causes you
to sin against the Eternal Father and society.”
To the professional actor we say, “Use your
talent to glorify God and build His Kingdom.
Man’s presence on earth is meaningful; don’t let
your presence destroy other men.”

. . . Ronald Wilcox makes a lengthy plea for
all people to overlook the “isolated offensive
details” in drama and thereby gain the “greater
experience.” My only response to such irresponsi-
bility is to remind Brother Wilcox of how fre-
quently a very little evil is packaged with a lot of
good. Even the most casual observer can note
how the proportion changes with time until the
dosage, though “acceptable,” is wholly corrupt
and corroded. As noted previously in this writ-
ing, I hope that the use of profanity in Dialogue
will not be acceptable “in view of the larger
good.” Brother Wilcox, himself, has unknow-
ingly documented evidence of the corrosive
nature of his professional experience in swearing.
He writes, “I concur that profanity is inconsis-
tent with the highest standards of the Church.
I am painfully aware of my own predilection for
this easy idiom, and must constantly guard my
personal speech; but I cannot honestly believe
that wishful thinking will make the problem go
away.” Neither, Brother, will indulgence!

John W. Gwynn
California Institute of Technology

Dear Sirs:

You did a good thing in arranging the con-
frontation of Professors Heber C. Snell and
Sidney B. Sperry on the subject “The Bible in
the Church” in your Spring, 1967, issue¢ and in



Positive personal letters sent by various
individuals to Stewart Udall regarding
publication of letter in “Dialogue”
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Salt Lake City, Utah 8411-2..
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The Honorable :
Stewart L. Udall ik =
Secretary of the Interior e
Washington, D.C. <M oY

Dear Brother Udall:

Your letter, or parts of it, to Dialogue came out in the Salt Lake
Tribune this morning. Those of us, and there are many, who've been try-
ing for years to make even a small dent in the church's armor of discrim-
ination and intolerance against the Negro rejoice that you've come out
against bigotry and unchristian dogma. For over fifteen years our voices
have been as those "crying in the wilderness™ for equality and brotherhood
as the Man of Galilee taught them.

There is no scriptural, canonized, doctrine in any of the Standard Works
of our chuch which teaches such discrimination. The basis for it centers
in an ambiguous passage in the Book of Abraham chapter one verses 20 to 27,
which book has been found without foundation in fact by every modern Egyptian
Scholar who has examined the facsimiles, and which even if true, (the pas-
sage), was an old Testament concept, contrary to the teachings of Christ
and of no real revelation value anyway.

Most of our people do not know, baven't read Brigham Young's state-
ment on Revelation found in Widtsoe's Discourses of Brigham Young, first
edition p.p. 60-65. And if they haven't read them, they wouldn't accept
them any way, for "The Brethren" haven't stressed them.

Speaking frankly, too many of our people show %w much of the "sheep-
like™ quality of blind followership and are over-anxious to conform, pass-
ing the responsibility to "The Brethren" for their spiritual and religious
decisions.

You may remember I taught Seminary in St. Johns, Arizona, for five
years, having both St. Johns and Round Valley at that time, 1937-1942,
when your father was Stake President. Morris was in my Church History
class, capmin and quarter-back of the football team, center on the basket-
ball team, and leading student in the high school. I rejoicé:the success
of both of you.

I've spent nearly 25 years in the military--two on active duty World
War II, over 20 in the National Guard and cannot accept the dogma and
practice of the discrimination against the Negro as being just, fair, or
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@Ghristian, nor of its being consistent with democracy, nor with the Con-
stitution which the church supports as being Divinely Inspired.

Needless to say, I am not in the Church School System and haven't
been since 1944,

We can and do praise the people of the church; their faith, their
accomplishments, the dogged courage, and the settlements they build against

great odds, make us all proud. Your town of St. Johns is an outstanding
example.

Regards to Morris, and the best to you both,

Sincerely,

{/

P.S. There is no need for any further revelation on this matter. All

that is needed: put into practice the teachings of the Master as He gave
them,
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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI
CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 33124

lay 21, 1967 1150 Nadruza #sge. &
Coral GalBs,=a.»
INSTITUTE OF INT]%R—AMERICAN STUDIES 3 % Z%
O.

THE
CENTER FOR ADVANCED INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
P. O. BOX 8123

Hon. Stewart Udall,
cecretary of the Interior
Washington D.C.

Dear Stewart:

I'm proud of you!

The NYTimes story out of ralo Alto was given a
2-column head and run in the Miami News May 18. Bised on your
letter to DIALOGUE, it apparently gquoted only parts, but I
will see the letter when I return to Provo in Sepiember. Presently
I am doing special research on Cuba at this Center for Advanced
International Studies.

Your story led to some reminiscenees. It is 20 years
g0 this summer since I wrote a letter of protest to the First
Presidency. I had just returned from a year's study in Cuba
and a college friend of 1915-16 then Fresi‘ent of the Migsion
in Atlanta kas wrote me a letter asking if I had found any white
people in Cuba. He had been sent to Havana to investigate the
establishment of mission work there. He le:irned of my having been
there and naturally, wrote me. You may have seen the correspondence
which through no itiative of mine has had an "underground"
circulation of apparently massive ppoportions.

Another recollection is that 15 years ago I published
n article in The Nation - I think it was May 18, 1952; 15 years
almost to the day. 1 was criticized for publicizing the matter
by friends who thought the best way was to"work from within."
But I was convinced, and still am, that the church will move
only when its image vis-a-vis "the world" is a‘versely affected.

I wrote one other letter to President McKay about five
T six years ago suggesting that there are two aspects to the
egro problem: the one, theological; the other, social. The
rimary problem for the Church is the solution of the theological
rspect. What they do about segrega ion or integration can wait.
lMeanthile until they do solve the theological aspect, Negro
members have to worship with whites. They cannot have their own
congregation.

0
N
1Y

Would that a little of your courage could get piped
into the z2enemic headguarters.

With all good wishes.

8. necerely,

ho-te o

Lowry Nélson
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

BERKELEY °* DAVIS ¢ IRVINE ¢ LOS ANGELES °* RIVERSIDE ¢ SAN DIEGO °* SAN FRANCISCO SANTA BARBARA * SANTA CRUZ

CALIFORNIA COLLEGE OF MEDICINE 1721 GRIFFIN AVENUE
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90031
PHONE 223-1381I

5/21/67
Dear Cousgin Stew:

Congratulations on your encouragement of our Mormon
Leaders to come to grips with the inequality of Negroes
in the Churche. You are dead right----most of all we
harm ourselves by continuing to maintain a posture of

superioritye.

Sincere%y,

MD
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i
£3';. } American Fork, Utah
4 May 23, 1967

Hon. Stewart L. Udall
Department of Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr, Udall:
I wish to congratulate you on your excellent and timely articlél

dealing with the attitude of the Mormon Church on the negro problem,as -

published in the Dialogue magazine. ~& tj
I agree wholeheartedly with your statement that the time has

arrived when the Church should re-examine its doctrine, so long accept-

ed by the great majority of its members, the doctrine that the negpo

is cursed with a black skinbecause of pre-existant sin on the part of

the spirit which now inhabits his body. Not only must this doctrine

be abandoned, but the entire concept of a connection between skin color

and righteousness must be repudiated. To equate skin color with good

and evil, as is done in the Book of Mormon,perverts all our thinking

on the negb¥ problem.

To illustrate this fact an experience of several years past
comes to mind, While I was delivering a lecture at the Juarez Stake
Academy the Bishop of the Juarez ward asked,'Why, if the hindu is as )
fine a man as you portray him did the Lord curse him with a dark skin?
And at the breakfast table this morning, as we discussed your letter,
my twelve-year-old grand son remarked,'But aren't the negros black
because they goofed off in the war in heaven?" These two incidents
only indicate how deep-seated is the tendency to equate skin color
with morality.

In 1945 I was chairman of a state committee formed to work
for the passage of a Fair Labor Practices act by the Utah legislature.
When I contacted members of the legislature I was dumbfounded at the
universal prejudice against the negpo race. Several of those with whom
I talked were former students of mine at Brigham Young University. I
had hoped that,withtheir educational bac%ground, they would have rid
themselves of this prejudice, but I found,completely unresponsive $to
any plea for favorable legislation in the matter at issue. During
the campaign we undertook 5€ obtain the services of Dr., Levi Edgar
Young, a member of the Gouncil of Seventy and a very liberal persam ,
as a member of our committee. President Young told me that he was
in complete agreement with our efforts, but the "Brethren" would
not approve of his expressing his sympathy publicly.

Having gSgwn up in Mexico among a gréoup of polygam-
ists, I appreciate the difficulty faced by the Church when it was
forced to abandon a doctrine considered so essential to the high-
est glory in the hereafter. But this doctrine was abandoned in
practice only, not in theory, under compulsion by the United States
government. There is no such legal pressure to compel¥# change in
doctrine concerning the negro. While we may enact laws compelling
desegregation, open housing and non-discrimination in labor, we
can do nothing legally to enforce equality within the Church. Such

o BHE P €V 0o 7T SF WU, S H3P0LE of @ tide of opinion



Udall - Page 2.

Rarely does the opinion of the members impel Church authorities
to make changes in religous practice. There is, however, at least one
example of such change in what many members considered a sacred
practice. I refer to the change in the pattern of the L.D.S. tempte
garment. The refusal of many L.D.S. women to enter the temple because
they did not wish to wear the prescribed garment led to a great mod-
¥fication in that article of apparel. It is possible that an upsurge
of resentment against the Mormon stand on the negro question may
bring about the re-examination which you so ably suggest.

Certainly this problem has for many years been a source
of of great embarassment to a large segment of the Church member-
ship. I think the Church can well survive this needed change in
policy as it did the change in the pattern of the temple garment,
against which there was a general rebellion on the part of pious
temple workers and many members who were not actively engaged in
temple work.

Again, let me congratujlate you. This is a courageous
statememt of a sentiment fhared by thousands of Church members.
For one of your stature to take the lead in this long overdue
movement for change is most heartening to your fellow members.

Yours respectfully,



Letter 5



THE UNIVERSITY OF

SALT LAKE CITY 84112

GRADUATE SCHOOL

Office of the Dean

The Honarable Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Stewart:

UTAH

May 23, 3957

— 7
3

I was pleased to receive your note this

morning. I returned from New York last night and found a copy of the
new issue of DIALOGUE containing your article among the letters.
is not entirely clear to me how the article managed to show up among

It

the letters though the copy of the letter from Eugene England which you
sent me seems to indicate that there was some question as to where it

should appear.

As you are aware, of course, there was an
article on your piece by-Fhomas Turner in the New York Times last

Friday or Saturday.  (C«llze<c—

I am amazed by your comment indicating that

there was some hesitancy on the part of the DIALOGUE editors. I am
even more amazed that they did not feature your article and give it the

number one spot in the journal. I guess I don't understand these guys.
I'm still not very happy about your giving it to them in the first place,

and I hope you are willing to come up with another piece for HARPER'S,
ATLANTIC MONTHLY, or at least THE SATURDAY REVIEW. Your views
on this subject deserve far more visibility than DIALOGUE is able to

give them.

Anyway, it was an excellent article.

personally sorry to see it among the letters.

Very sincerely,

',’—;,———4":‘*"“*““~~——»- -

-

- Ste'rj:fﬂg
SMM/jm Dean

L=

¢
M .y)l\/lurrin

But I'm
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May 25, 1967

Mr. Stewart L. Udall e
Secretary of the Interior o= 2 P
Washington, D.C. <>

Dear Sir: I suggest that the relationship of the Church of 3ﬁ§usﬁghn@’?
of Latter Day Saints and the Negro be re-evaluated according.to testi-
mory under the influence and in the power of the Holy Spirit @t gge i

L

present time. - e

T o -
My grandfather handed me a Bible when I was five and said, "takeiihiség
bock, read it and do what it says and God will take care of you."

I became aware of the Holy Spirit at the age of twélve at a Methodist
meeting, was called as a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ in 1930.
I was required to fast forty days and nights.

I was baptized in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in
Utah in 1940 and was ordained in the Holy Priesthood in 1940.

in September, 1963, under direction of the Holy Spirit, on profession
of faith I began labors in the Evangelical United Brethren Church,
San Bernardiro, California, v

While there, % served as Adult Director for two years, as Vice President
and acting President of my Church School class for two years and as a
delegate on the Committee of Christian Education in the San Bernardino-
Riverside area Council of Churches, a division of the National Council
of Churches of Christ in America.

in 1966, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, I gave up all of my
positions and comfortablé pew and in December, 1966, by letter of
transfer, I became a member of St. Paul's Methodist Church, San Ber-
nardino,

In the last Conference, I became a member of St. Paul's Official Board
and a member of the Committee on Stewardship and Finance.

At the time of this writing, I am enrolled in The Lay Institute For
Evangelism, Campus Crusade for Christ Int-rnational being held in
San Bernardino.

I have testimony on this relationship which I will share in any meet-
ing that is convenient in the First Ward LDS Church, San Bernardino
¢r any suitable place.

In His Service,

(}Akvuﬁi 55?3rﬂ44—

C: 3Zishop Thomas B. Slade Charles D. Jones
Eugene England 2007 Wall Avenue
San Bernardino, Calif.
92404



Letter 7



Typed for easier reading

Stewart Udall
Dear Brother Udall

I have been reading in the newspapers about your article in Dialogue
Magazine on the Negro problem, and, as a fellow Latter Day Saint,
just wanted to let you know that I agree with your views.

It is true, as Governor Romney says, that the doctrine can only be changed
thru revelation, but this fact (to my mind) only points up the further

fact that we neednew revelation. However, we cannot expect to

receive any word from the Lord on this subject until we, as a people,

are ready and willing to receive it. For, He will not force anything

on us.

So, articles such as yours are of value and do some good. Quite
frankly, I have been very d@ouraged lately at the increasingly
more conservative trend in the Church. So, it is very heartening
to find that there are some Liberal voices in Zion.

In that connection, I wonder could you give me the address of this
Dialogue Magazine? Believe that I would like to subscribe to it.

As for my own position, I have the greatest respect for President

David O. McKay, both as a man and as a Christian, and I uphold

him in his office. However, I do not always agree with all of his
theological and political views. In this connection, I have the feeling
sometimes that he is a captive of some of the other General Authorities,
so far as his thinking is concerned.

In any case, just wanted to let you know that you are not alone!

Sincerely,

Susanville, Calif. 96130

P.S. I am a member of the Susanville Ward and of the First Quorum of
Elders in Reno North Stake,
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LY &V & & & & & &

RAY TUTTLE - EDITOR
“HOLLYWOOD DEMOCRAT”
P. 0. BOX 1282
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 90028

X
.

. May 28 1967
\

.

MR.STEWART L. UpALL
SECRETARY OF INTERIOR

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20079




DEAR SECY.UDALL: 5 28 67

| AM HIGHLY GRATIFIED THAT YOU ARE AKING THE
LDS TO TAKE A NEW POSITION ON RACE RELATIONS,
OR TO MODIFY IT$SDOGMA TOWARD NEGROES.

My MANY YEARS OF WORK IN ARIZONA,UTAH AND

IDAHO HAVE GIVEN ME A VERY HIGH REGARD FOR

THE MORMON PEOPLE AND THEIR ORGANIZATIONS. |
ADMIRE THE MORMON CHURCH,BUT | CAN NOT GO ALONG
WITH THE OFFICIAL PREDJUDICE.

WRITING PRESIDENT MCCAY ABOUT THJ§-yi RECEIVED
A TWO PAGE REPLY FROM SOME MINOR GHURCH OFFICIAL

SAYING THE MATTER WAS ONE TO BE" HANDLED BY
REVELATION . THIS SHOULD BE ABRANGED. SOON.

THANKS FOR YOUR EXCELLENT WORK IN MANY FIELDS.RT
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92&1- Siv —‘? tb

Tam wrﬂ:ina in ve§erence fo your excellent letter Concerning
the "mesro issue” within our Church,which ap)wm-r'ed. in the

Qia.logue. Vnaga:z.inc,, vol 2, no- 2.

I am in Ccomplete agrecment with your Senfiments, but

L am h.a:ul:Yla diggicul.{-(d in ‘h’fding tv convince other members
o§ the vaua,;ta 0§ our position- I oom Constontly bei:ng told
that Elidah, )\hel was the mﬂla ’DchaTo to hold the ?f‘iesﬂwodj
but in Your letter Yyou state ‘that itn the beaiunina the
Church accepted Negroes into Sull Sellowship® Coudel you
?lewse, send me the names of any obher Negroes who helecl
the ?I'iQusOa.,or the mames of any Publl)sh(’.ti worts that
Suwmrt our position that € Lt'dah was ot the Oﬂ-l.’(.d Priest

hoocd hoeldev ? Thann You very much Gor any he.l.—)a in
thes matter Most Sincerel

Al B
A |
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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF LABOR
WASHINGTON




Letter 11



PROVO, UTAH 84601
LAW OFFICES

=
7 i

June 1, 1967 9y

" €3
27 g
Honorable Stewart L. Udall mm I BE
Secretary of the Interior ol "-7:- i
Washington, D. C. D=

Dear Secretary Udall:

This is to congratulate you and commend you for your
clear courageous statement in the current issue of "Dialogue" on
the attitude of our Church on the Negro problem. The letter has
received wide circulation far beyond the readers of Dialogue. We
have discussed it with great interest and satisfaction in Mormon
groups here and in Salt Lake. Your statement has been long over-
due and we are hopeful that it will have some effect on highest
levels of Church authority. However we are not too sanguine that
the "Revelation"” ending this long-standing discrimination will re-
sult directly from what you have said.

Thought you might be interested in this enclosed clip-
ping from the Tribune's public forum of May 25, 1967, as this
Reverend gentlemen seems to get the point.

Best regards and all good wishes for your continued suc-
cess in your important position from one Democrat to another.

Sincerely yours,

41
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Vs Orono, Maine, 04473 / i June L, 1967 g

Dear Ermalee and Stewart: C M

woops - that slipped out. I have tried to think of you as Lee
but can't seem to shake some of my youthful habits.

Anyway - Dear lLee and Stewart:

I see by this morning's Portland Telegram that you are coming
to Maine again,with Iady Bird. I just want you both to know that
you have a couple of ardent fans in Maine - and it isn't Jjust a
sometime thing. We keep reading articles by you or about you. I
so enjoyed Lee's article in the Iadies Home Journal that I wrote
an impassioned and emphatic defense - which succeeded in letting off
a good deal of steam on my part, but no great impression on anyone
else. I've enjoyed hearing about and reading about your family
facations and Stewart's travels about our land, and it sets me to
remembering a lot of things about Mesa - and Washington, DsCe ¥ 7ﬁﬁb/

But the thing which has finally brot me to the point of taking
my typewriter in arms and writing you, was the article in the current
Dialogzuel Hurraytl!i! And I wish I had stronger words to express
its

As a Sociologist, Il has preached this doctrine for many
years, but in the Church too often Sociologists are suspect. Tho
he has converts among his students. This past semester, I too,
have been teaching:lere at the U. of Maine, and find myself at a
loss,not only to defend the Church's stand on the Negro question,
but also at a loss to defend my membership. Your article helps.

Iast summer NI tought at the University of Utah. For the
3 months we spent in Salt Iake we went frequently to Sunday Night
Study ‘Groups, and each time the Negro question came up before the
evening was over. At the first one, when I suggested that the
movement to correct the situation could come from the people - from
discussion groups such as these, many members of the group agreed
that they would like to see the Negro brought into the Church and
given his blessings. But one of my relatives took me aside and
said, "Oh, this just makes me sick. I is saying that President
McKay isn't a propheti" Tt had never occured to her, and she
didn't choose to believe it when I told her that many of the changes
in the Church had come about in just this way. This experience
was repeated almost verbatim many times while we were there. So
when summer was over we were almost glad to leave.

I do hope some of them will have a chance to read your article,
especially the last 2 paragraphs! (But they will miss the point
of that too, if they don't read all of it.) And as many respect
you because of the high position you have attained in our land,
maybe your words on this subject will carry more weight. Iet us
hope so. And let this letter express to you my appreciation that

you took the time to write 1it!

P.S. I spent a couple of days down at Juo Lights State Park last
week with the Ieague of Women Voters. ere is nothing quite 1like
our rugged Maine coast, with its great granite slabs and the surf-
and its stubborn, independent, thrifty native Maniacs. We love it.
Come and see USe.
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RAYMOND COLLEGE

ry & 3 A LYY ENTL™ O oy o . T T . .y I ot
THE PACIFIC stockton, California Founded 18561

95204

June 5, 1967

Mr. Stewart Udall
Department of the Interjior
Washington, D.C. g

Dear Mr, Udall:

I read @ﬁ%h interest and gratitude your letter
/
in the Dialog@e. I am pleased that you had the cour-
age to call attention to this difficulty in the Church,

I hope that this doctrine is changed before too
many people have to pay the price of self-deception
in order to be Mormons in the twentieth century.

Yours very truly,

P.S. Save the Redwoods

OBM:es
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A 4 1
_ MASSAPEQUA,NEW YORK §

June 9, 1967. §”§ o

Y. Stewart L. Udall, Secretary,
Department of the Interior,
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Congratulations on your condemnation of the
LDS anti-Negro doctrine in Dialogue. (Your Informa-
tion Department advised me that it did not have a CODPY,
since it was personal, but our mutual friend, Dr. Lowry Nelson
simultaneously sent one of two copies he had reciesved --
one of them from you.)

T'm in the process of writing a book on Mormon-
ism, primarily its political aspects. In the chapter on the
anti-Negro doctrine, I'm tduxking quotes from both your
letter and Lowry's letters of 20 years ago.

Prior to getting a copy of your letter, I was in-
clined to the opinion that you and your brother Morris
were stirring up national criticism of the doctrine to
reflect on and stigmatize Romey. First, Morris got the
publicity on his motion in the Adam Clayton powell contro-
very, followed months later by your Dialogue letter.

In otheer words, I'm just a suspicious character
and thought the two of you were beinc very subtle and
sophisticated, politically., T've decided thatthe two events
are a coincidentf and that you've made a sincere effort
to zet some affirmative action on the pernicious doctrine.
But until Romney repudiates the doctrine -- if ever =-- he's
stigmatized by puclicity on it.

Sincerely,

far i s "5} flcilﬁ{ .
() 7
';‘ / &

c/c Dr. Lowry Nelson

e



P. S. Further demonstrating my suspicious nature, I've
always thought that the reinstatement of your grandfather
as a full-fledged member of the faith, shortly after you
became Secretary of Tnterior, was politically prompted.
Ts there any b agis for tflis judgment?
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STATE OF OHIO
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
COLUMBUS
43215

Py

MARTIN ESSEX

SUPERINTENDENT OF
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

June 13, 1967

Hon.Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Interior Building
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Udall:

Congratulations on your very forthright statement in Dialogue.
It says so well what many of us believe so deeply.

It is encouraging indeed to have such a statement from a person
in high office, and to have it put in such eloquent words.

I hope it is read and understood at 47 East South Temple.

Sincerely,

Assistant Superintendent

WMC: jol
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’ TN
& 8 B July 25, 1967
/ Grant Se. Heward
A 124 West 7065 South

Midvale, Utah 84047

Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of Interior

Dear Brother Udall,
ou for your courageous

® several weeks ago)e
well buzzing in response.

For some time, I've wanted to congrajute
statements on the Negro (that came out i¥-
Salt Lake City's Two -Way Radio (KSXX) wad
You said well what had to be saide.

This subject is very dear to me. For many years, I've felt Negroes should
have the priesthood just like anyone else. The curse has hurt us too. I don't
want to leave my children a racist legacy.

I'm enclosing here, some material that is somewhat related to your
subject of the Negroe. A few years agoy, I put out this little pamphlet. Last
Spring, I took a rather strong stand on the Book of Abraham that resulted in
my being excommunicated from the church. A page from the stapled sheets
encludes part of the Book of Abraham that curses the Egyptian. The poorly
copied Egyptian hieratic writing along the side of it could in NO WAY
approximate the so-called translation. You might be interested in checking
with an Egyptologist for your own satisfactione

Sincerely,

Grant S. Heward



Grant Se Heward

124 Yest 7065 South

Midvale, Utah 14047
Dear

Pgrhaps many of my friends and loved-ones will be shocked .to hear that I’
was excommunicated from the church on the 21st of June 1967, I feel you have"
a right to know how it all came aboute ‘
It all started with my trying to answer obaectlons made by 1nvest1gators

and acqualntances. They had gotten amazing objections from such books as
"Mormonism,, Shadow or Reality" and "Mormon Claims Examined Me I checked their
references. and found them accurate and honestly quotede It was. hard to believe
such documentary evidence existede. I saw problems; but it wasn't until I
studied "Joseph Smlth's Egyptian Grammar™ to answer the book "Why Egyptologists
Reject the Book of Abraham" that the real shock hit me. The facts that shocked
me were certalnly not to my ‘liking, but the facts are true and will remain so,
whether I like it or nots I want to say right here and now, that from the
bottom of my heart, I accept all the truth I can, and hunger and thirst after
moree )
In Calro, Egypt, a visiting Mormon - chastlsed an Egyptologist for admitting
he couldn't agree with Joseph Smith's translation of the Book of Abraham in any
particulare. Calllng this quallfled and respected Egyptologist to repentance, he
t0ld him to come to Salt Lake C;ty and ‘ask ‘the prophet there how to properly
translate. Egyptian. Of course; he knew no Egyptian himself, while the ugypto¢o-A'
cist was well informed and could read the Ancient Egyptian Language very wells

Wow I must bear my unpopular testimony. No doubt you can see how humiliat- =

ing this is to mes I must not forsake my trust and deny what I know to be true.“
I love you all, but I would be sinning against the Light were I to follow such
a course. You can tell pretty much what has transpired from this materlal.";“
Pirst, I'want to say that the court was very kind and courteouse There was £9°
not se much as .an unkind word spoken during the entire proceedingse. the. Stake R

President proved to be a klnd and loving mans The Bishop, who held an 1nqulry ol

some: weeks previous, . was also warm and friendlye I am grateful for their. klnd-‘ ;
nesse Both, stated that the charge came from -the office of Joseph Fleldlng Smlth-l

When &sked if T had any witnesses," I replied that ‘I. brought none, but that .
truth. iteelf and God were my witnessess I later thought that if they. really
investigated the testimony of "*Truth", they would find him & very falthful
witness dindeede. Most people simply refuse to examine the evidence. :

The Stake President asked me what I thought this would do to the church - i
would it ‘destroy the church? I answered, no. It might make us more like our .
thirteenth Article of Faith suggestse. It could cause us to be more open to.all
verifiable factse I hope I'1ll learn how to say these things in such a way that
all can see:that spiritual growth requires freedom of truth; and that faith and
confidence ought to be tempered with the truthe I pray that we all develop our
spiritual- testimonies on the secure rock foundation of truth;so that when the
storms of new facts fall, the foundation will receive greater strengthe We must
be free to accept any truth and reject any falsehoode Spiritual growth develops
best under an atmosphere of freedoms I believe it is a sin to oppose free
agencye To seek and love the truth is part of the highest faculty in man. To
oppose truth is to oppose Gode To place any authority above truth is idolatrye
Thou shalt have no other gods before "Truth". The scriptures say that God is
truthe I'11l bet President McKay feels the same way about this. I was excommuni-
cated for writing and distributing the stapled material encloseds I sent it
with these introductory letters to every member of the Stake Presidency and
High Council. May God bless youy

Sincerely,



Grant S. Heward

124 West 7065 South
Midvale, Utah 84047
: June 17, 1967

Dear Brother

I am asked to meet with the Midvale Stake High Council:Court on the 218t ‘of
June. In order to give you sufficient time to get an understanding of my situa-—
tiony, I thought it advisable to send you thesg letters, along with the materlal
in quest ion. i

To start w1th, let me put 1t this way: What would you do if you found out,
to your shock, that Joseph Smith was totally wrong in his translation of the
Book of Abraham? Suppose you could see in black and white.that his explanations
and understanding of Ancient Egyptian grammar and counting were completely wrong,
in fact there was every indication of guess-work or pretense? Incredible, yes,
but what would you do? Would it -be humiliating for you to accept it? Would you
dare say anything to anyone about it? What would you do?-Would you dread facing
people with it? What would your friends and co-workers think of you? What would
your family and relatives think of you? What would you dare say? ;

What would your Heavenly Father want you to do with this knowledge‘P Suppose
you could see that many of your friends would merely consider you an oddlty,
possessed of the Devil? Would it be wise to tell them? Wouldn! t it be wiser,
safer and a lot more pleasant to keep it quiet and pretend everythlng was all

»ight? What would Jesus do? What would He want you to do? He said: "And ye shall
know the truth and the truth shall make you free." What is more important to you
- your .reputation or the souls of others? How does the friendship of the world
determine your actions? g

; This was nmy situatione It happened to me! Shuddering and cringing -'L was
shocked! I trembled and shrunk under the loade. Perhaps my feelings were just
like yours would have been. Just letting a little information out made me
realize. clearly the ridicule and condemnation I could expecte. -

When.they hear these things, some ask: "So what°"\ "What now?", "What's to

come of all th1s°"; etce These are questions that should be reverently directed
to Gody not me. I'm asking just about the same questlons. I felt -there was a
real. need for a re-evaluation of certain concepts that are generally ébn31dered
inflexibles Certainly our Heavenly Father already knew the points I made,and so
did at least part of the General Authorities. I felt it my responsibility to
share the findings with the leadership of the church on the stake and ward levelse.
Conference time afforded the natural occasione The main theme ©f the material,
however, was the proposition of allow1ng ourselves the freedom to have a fuller
reverence for truth.

It has always been a delight and satisfaction for me to, answer gospel ,
questlons for those -+ seeking the truth. It had never o@curred to me to be
afraid of the answers I might find to these questionse, I couid usually find a
nloe and reasonable answer; but sometimes I was able to get by only with

poss1ble explanations". Sometimes I came out second best and was left dangling.
This was the case when I read the book "Mormonlsm,%Shgdow or_ Reality". The
most honest statement I could make in regard to the boPk was that it was "very
convincing". I checked all the 1mportant references and many others too. Without
a doubt, that book contains the strongest group of challenges I had ever read.
Maybe this book left me more open-minded and vulnerable to the Egyptlan problems
It certainly improved my theological humilitye. o

I now have a pretty good Egyptian librarye If you would like to come to my
home to verify any point, I would be very happy to show you all I have. I'11"
see you next Wednesday evening at 8:00, anyway, I suppose,

Sincerely,
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THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

SALT LAKE CITY 84112

GRADUATE SCHOOL M

Office of the Dean /

August 21, 1967

The Honorable Stewart Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Stewart:
I am aware that you have already seen Wallace Turner's
"New York Times" article on your DIALOGUE statement, but
I thought you might be interested in having an additional copy.
I am still wondering why this came out as a letter rather

than an article, and I am still hoping that you'll think in terms
of HARPERS or THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY.

Best rega/rds

Sterling M.'McMurrin
Dean

SMM/nnh
Attahced (1)



UDALL ENTREATS
~ MORMONS ON RACE

Bids Church_"_Remove Curbs
on Its Negro Members

(A2 N

By WALLACE TURNER
“ Special to The New York Times

PALO ALTO, Calif,, May 18
—A demand that the Mormon
church immediately remove all
restrictions on Negro members
has been made by Stewart L.
Udall, Secretary of the Interior.

Mr. Udall, a lifelong Mormon,
is a descendant of pioneer mem-
bers of the church, whose for-
mal name is the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints.

“This issue must be resolved
—and resolved not by pious
moralistic platitudes but by
clear and explicit pronounce-
ments anG decisions that come
to grips with the imperious
truths of the
world,” Mr. Udall said.

He made the comment in a
letter to Dialogue, a magazine
founded 18 months ago to pro-

vide avenues of discussion out-|
side church control for devouti

Mormeons.

The Mormons welcome per-
sons, of -all races into member-
ship, but they bar Negro
members from membership in
the priesthood orders to which
virtually all adult male Mor-
‘mons belong.

This effectively keeps Negroes
from holding any position of
leadership in the church, since
/service in the priesthood orders
is the avenue for advancement.
No Negro, for example, could
hold the title of bishop and be
the leader of a Mormon congre-

contemporary ]

e 7 P P S =S

gation. Further, Negroes are

set off from the close friend-
ships created by working to-
gether in the projects supported|
by the priesthood orders.

Mr. Udall's letter was not
-solicited and arrived as a sur-
prise about fwo months ago,
..said Eugene England, one of
“two managing editors. Mr.
- England is on the staff at Stan-
ford University here, as is G.
+ Wesley Johnson, the other man-
aging editor. The magazine is
edited here and printed in Salt
Lake City. It has about 7,500
circulation. e,

The Udall statement will be
printed-in the letters section of
the summer, 1967, issue, Mr.
England said. Mr. Johnson com-
mented that “we will probably
have a lively response.” There|
are about 2.5 million Mormons.

Mr. Udall's ' comments were
seen among observers sensitive
to internal strains among the
Latter-day Saints as creating
new problems for Gov. George|
Romney’s campaign for the Re-
publican Presidential nomina-|
Hapn T ¥ :

In response to frequent ques-
tions. and invitations to detail
his personal views, the Michi-|
gan Governor, also a member of
a pioneer Mormon family, has
avoided any criticism of the|
church position on Negro par-
ticipation in church affairs. He
has, however, been an out-
spoken advocate of civil rights.

Thursday, asked to comment
on Mr, Udall’s letter, Governor
Romney issued a statement in
Lansing, Mich. He said Mr.
Udall’'s opinions were “written
only as an expression of his
viewpoint as a member of the
church.” The Governor went on:|

“In light of the fact that
church doctrine is not deter-
mined by the attitude and ex-
‘pression of the individual mem-
bers or the leadership, he knows,
& as do al] other informed mem-
“bers of my faith, that his meth-
- od of accomplishing the religious
= object he seeks cannot serve any
-~ useful religious purpose.”-
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September 26, 1y67
'

Stewart Udall

Secretary of the Interior
ugH Street

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Sir:

I noted with interest your recent article in the Dialogue
publication dealing with our Church's position regarding the
legro. Since joining the Church in 1960, I, too, have had
some concern about this subject. This concern prompted me
to engage in lengthy research, the culmination of which has
resulted in the preparation of a manuscript.

It appears to me also that the signs of the times indicate

that the last days truly are here, and that all things will
be restored as indicated by the prophets. This restoration
of which I speak must include the Priesthood to the seed of
Cain.

I am very uninformed where the publication of books is con=-
cerned, and I feel that, with your experience, you may be of
some assistance to me in causing my manuscript to get into
print. It has occurred to me that the occasion may arise
wherein you may be sent to my city on business, and perhaps
you may find the time to read the book before pmssing judg-
ment on it.

I was recently made aware of a new book published by Bookeraft
on this subject, however, I know that the subject was not
approached by the author in the same manner that I did, I
think that you will find some very thought-stimulating concepts
brought forth in my manuscript.

May I hear your ideas and suggestions?

Respectfully,

Los Angeles, California 900LkL

PL 00957
Vermont Ward, South Los Angeles Stake

/
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UTAH STATE UNIVERSITTY

DARYL CHASE, PRESIDENT il

LOGAN, UTAH, 84321

§

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND SOCIAL SCIENCES ot == 2
ROBERT P. COLLIER, DEAN : ‘ ™o
{ o
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY October 17, 1967 n
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Mr. Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

"
é

1 1]
e |
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Dear Stewart,

My sincerest apologies for not answering much sooner your kind note.
I am grateful for your passing around to your associates Dr. Israelsen's
lecture. I am sure many will appreciate it.

I have tried to get a broader sampling of opinion with regard to your
letter that appeared in Dialogue. I read it with keen interest and
appreciation and felt that it was well phrased and well put. Knowing
something of the issues involved and the criticalness of our times on the
matter, I thoroughly appreciated your persistence and was glad to see it.

I fear that the newspaper accounts with a distorted emphasis are those
which have prevailed in the public's mind. Certainly those are the accounts
that get into circulation around here meaning the Logan community. I have
met some people who read both newspaper accounts and the Dialogue printing
and sad to¥say one of these very persons did publicly reflect the newspaper
version but when accosted realized that there was significant difference
between the press notices and the actual letter., I am afraid there are

two churches if not more. The church of Sunday School, Sacrament Meeting,
and Testimony Meeting, and the other of informal meetings and chats between
good members, ut who at these times talk about the real situation as they
see it. Rarely do I find these two "churches'" meeting together. The habit
of pleasant talk and‘bustaining"spirit prevails in the one and that body
seldom hears evaluation as to where we have been, where we are, and where

we are going. I think personally there is no development in Mormanism quite
so inharmonious with the fundamental doctrines and spirit of the Restoration
than the position that has developed through the years with regard to the
Negro. How I wish, too, that something could be done but I am not sure that
there is much disposition among the brethren to face it. How shall we best
work on it?%

Our sincerest best wishes to you and your family always.

Sinckfely,

SGE: en
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Tucson, Arizona 85710

Mr. Stewart Udall
Secretary of Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Stew=--

Months and many events have pushed into history since we were
in your office. I was most delighted with your written statement 1ir
"Dialogue" on the church and its rather extremely serious
position on race-- Negro and the priesthood. I seriously hope
that you will present the same statement to "Harpers" or
"Atlantic Monthly" where its impact will obviously influence

" The Brethern " and others more seriously and severe.

My experience this summer when visiting several of " The
Brethern " indicated an attempt on their part to disregard

" Dialogue " and it appears that an attempt to extend this
disregard into officialdom in stakes and wards 1is having

its influence.

I find, as I attend Sunday meetings, that no significant

effort is made to enter into discussions on current issues,
problems, or events but on the contrary a persistent resolution

to stay with Theology or burdensome insistence upon organizational
manipulation.

During the summer I taught at Fresno State College in California.
Dave Brewercwas on the faculty and is now on the faculty at
Hayward. While I was there He completed and article for Beacon
Press to be published early in 1968 in a book entitled "The
Religious Situation." Dave's article will be entitled " Mormons
and Modern Society." It is a well done statement. Dave did

his dissertation at the University of Utah on " Utah's Elite
and Racial Norms. "

The pleasantness of my summer travels with my family was
enhanced by the help you and your office gives along some of
the most beautiful places and trails. One of the great
discoveries of students in my classes has to do with the
deep concerns of resources, parks, beamtiy, recreati-n,
conservation and extended development of these. I certainly
hore the day will soon arrive when young men and women-=-
high school and college age--- can get inwloved in vast
numbers helpgéng to promote what you are doing. I'm sure
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[ith best regards, I remain




Negative Letters received by
Stewart Udall
in response to “Dialogue” letter



January 28, 1968
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

These are letters received in response to my article in
DIALOGUE Magaznie entitled '""An Appeal for The Dis-
solution of the Anti-Negro Doctrine'',

These letters represent a fascinating cross-section of
Mormon thought on this issue. As I had no desire to
be argumentative, replies were not sent to most of
these letters, The one exception was that I did write
out longhand replies to most of my friends who wrote
in order to thank them for their support.

ool U dap

tewart L, Udall
Secretary of the Interior
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Salt Lake City, Utah 84108 5 0 —
May 19th, 1967. -m 2

1

The Homnorable Stewart L. Udall i - =
Department of the Interior

C St between 18th:add 19th Sts NW

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary,

Your letter to Dialogue urging your own (Mormon)
Church to give our Negro Brethren the Priesthood to relieve them of the
"burden" of lacking the privilege of becoming a Mormon Bishop was quoted
in to-day's (Mar.19th) S.L.Tribune.

Now, dear M, (I am your
) when you remember how you grandfather and then your father

were saddled with th e office of Bishop and other Mormon priestly offices
all their adult lives I am surprized that you could humanely wish such
burdens on others.

In Washington when you go to you own ward's
worship service (I visited five Mormon chapels in that area) you observe
that the white priesthood serves and ministers to the negro brethren and
their families and the whites alike. I discovered no negro resentment
over the negro being served instead of doing the serving. Indeed, it looked
to me as if this differentiation was all to the Negro's advantage. Let me
recount a few of the colored man's advantages over us Caucasians by
membership in the Mormon Church:

His wife is not getting him out of bed early
every Sunday morning to attend a Mormon Priesthood meeting; his teenage boys are
not required to go early to the worship service to prepare the emblems of
the Lord's Supper, or to remain after the services to clean up. Yet the
Negro brother and his family enjoys all his white brother's privileges of
prayer, preaching, worship, partaking of the sacrament, and even of baptism,
without any of the burdens of preparing or administering them.

All our colored brethren can enjoy a little breaking
of the Sabbath with much less guilt than the priesthood members. Try to
imagine a colored Mormon elder being caught fishing or mountain-climbing
on Sunday when his Bishop had instructed him to be in a Sacrament Meeting.
And, as for holding down a Bishop's job with its involved long and unusual
hours of consultation, visitation, adjusting petty squabbles, ministering
to the sick and to th e poor and performing a hundred other onerous duties,
all without pay, oh why would you wish that on any other brother, white
or non-white?

Nevertheless "God is speaking', so you are quoted as
saying, and, in that case I must concede your trumpet sound is timely, In the
spirit of comradeship, however, may I beg that you seek another Interview with
THE GREAT COMMANDER for clarification on protocol - why has not our modern
prophet yet received the Word?

With kindest well wishes, sincerely,~

Your brother,
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The Honorable Stewart L., Udall
Department of the Ingerior

%\ C St between 18th and 19th sts NW
\P Washington, D.C. U.S.A.
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salt Leke City, utsh
May 19, 1967

Yr. Stuart Udall
Secretary of the luterior
Yiashington, D.C.

Dear ¥r., Udall,

Concerning your recent srticle im UIALCGUE, we would like to refer
you to these scriptures:

Wherefore enter ye in at the gate ss 1 have commanded and
seek mot to coumsel vour fGod, (D&C 22:4)

.eoshalt thou find fevour snd rood understending irn the sirht
of God and man.

Trugst ir the Lord with all thine hesrt; and lean nmot unto
thine own understandiag.

In 8ll thy ways ackumowledge him and he shall direct thy paths.
(Proverbs #3:4-6)

Let's let the Lord decide when to reveal = change concerning the
Priesthood.

Sincerely,

— )
_/

¥r. and Mrs. [N
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Vernal,

May 19,

Your insistent

the L« Do Se Church bestow the rightd#

the Priesthood of God on the lNezro race arecsomewhatifodlish-and vain as

whether or not the Negros ghin this privilédge is between them and the Lord,

e

a poTitical

[
U

not between you or I. If you suppose that she Priesthood
item that ean be given or taken away by the whim of politieal pressure, then

£

you yourself are not worbhy to hold this responsibility before

of

Heaven or men. Just because you happen to in a :eurtently powerful

political position in the world does not give you the right or responsibility

st do to His children whether they be Negros or

dictate

race upon the face of the earth,

If you are afraid of what may be the social or political outcome if

into every door that strikes their

fancy, then you do not understand nor appreciate the great cost hy which

the gospel was restored ggein upon the earth through the servants of the

Lord who were called and apnointed to thi

task by the Lord. For your

promise you that the Negros will never be given the

).

humnble themselves before the Tgord

Priesthood except th

a—_ g i o e
cannot and will not gain this right

marches or the pressure of faithless men

such as yourself tand the eternal nature and si ce
of this right

[t would be te d before
they are ready a e responsibilities and congegquences

of Gode o give them the impression

connected with t

that they can gain entrance into this office and calling other than throuch

1 292 1 . = 5 AR S EnTE S PTG T T o o
repentance, humility and to the Lord 1is sservice to them or a
= Raan + 4491 Vo vl
race or on on earthe espectiul ,
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 Stewart Udall

clner ol Tadanlenis e S L R

Mr. Uda].l )

Henefer, Utah
_ May 19, 1967

»

3.
i
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I ém vei§’ﬁﬁghgdisplééégd with ybﬁ'ééié”puﬁiiéi <

servant and as aw;;bfégenfi;é‘af the IDS Church! To

think that the Lord has discontinued to give His word

and instruction to His Prophet and has now spoken to

a "lay" member of the church, mekes me happy to know

“really where the TRUTH is. I have always been taught

" to keep my eye on the Prophet, and not a person who claims,

because of his government position, to be in the “Know
how' concerning church doctrine!!

As a returned missionary for the church, since

—when have our missionaries been sent to preach the truth

~ truthfulness of your statement.

to the Negro people? As your untimley article so stat-

_ed in the Ogden Standard, 19 May 67, this has always

_been the policy of the church. Check again for the

_ To think that you:, as a member of the Church of

‘Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, could be so helpful

a5 a missionary in your IVMPORTANT position, then you

allow such a release in the newspaper makes me ashamed



——

N

to think that we have such people in our church. Instead
of building up the Kingdom of God, YOUR tearing it
apart and meking it very difficult for the Church to

move ahead.

It is comforting to know that we can remove such
people as you from public office every 4 years, and you
can rest assured that I will do all in my power to
acquaint our members with the falacy of your state-
ment. T feel that you are not even worthy of the
government position you hold when you USE your church
for your own benefit!!!

Thank goodness for the gospel of repentance, T

urge you to use it.
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Henefer, Utah

Secretary Stewart L Udall

NMTRTOR SRORTMADR
INTERIOR SECRE AR

n
v

Washington, D.C.
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Stamford, Connecticut 06903
May 20, 1967

The Honorable Stewart L, Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

From an artical in the New York Times I learned of a letter you
had written to the Dialogue stating our church was wrong in with-
holding the priesthood from the Negros, If you knew as much about
the Gospel as you do about the affairs of state, you would never
have written such a letter,

The priesthood was witheld from the Negros by God himself for
reasons unknown to man. Since He is the creator of all things,
I know that no one else has the right to say who will be His
legal representative on the earth,

The fact that your parents were Mormans before you were born does
not make you an authority on running the affairs of the Church

of Jesus Christ.

In case you are interested, this information, witholding the
preisthood from the Negros, is found in the Pearl of Great Price
as a revelation given to Enoch, the prophet at that time,

If you are a good Latter Day Saint, some serious thought and
study should be worked into your busy schedule so that you will
not make remarks of this kind.

Sincerely yours,
§

DCH/gh
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May 20, 1967

Secretary of the Interior,
Stewart L, Udall = =
Washington, D. C. =

Dear Mr. Udall:

I just finished reading the Los Angeles Times article,

"End Mormon Racial Bias, Udall Urges." 1 felt it necessary
to exXpress my sympathy to you for your apparent lack of
knowledge and testimony of the truthfulness of the Gospel.

1ou have served witness to the entire world that the presence
of social needs is the basis for latter-day revelation., If
you had more faith, you might understand that the criteria for
revelationare not man's needs but rather God's will,

Our Church 1s not a democracy, nor has it ever pretended to be
one; but rather 1t is a theocracy based on the authority given
to the Prophet Joseph Smith via a visitation from God himself.
0f course if you covet the stewardship presently invested in
President David 0. mcKay, then perhaps you might prefer to
lead another dissenting group away from the Church -- a move
similar to that which was led away after the death of Joseph
Smith., But, within the Church which was restored to the earth
through the Prophet Joseph Smith, there are no avenues by which
the Saints lead God, but rather there are only paths by which
we may follow God.

1 could respect your opinion if it were expressed within the
context of a purely social institution., Educational, politiecal,
economic, social and other organizations can well be changed

via your dissenting comments; but the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-Day Saints (just as in the trying days of its existence
in 1llinois and Missouri) is not to be an instrument in the

hands of would-be reformers., The principles espoused by the
Church gre eternal in nature and God's own final judgement will
decide the propriety of His laws and ordinances.,

Sincerely,

Burbank, California 91503
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May 20, 1967
]

Phoenix, Arizona

Hon Stewart Udall
Sec of Interior
Wash. D.C.

Dear Brother Udall,

| think your article to the magazine trying to tell the “LDS church”
what to do about the negro is asinine, out of gear and certainly you
must be out of your mind. Are you running out of problems to solve?

Who made you so omnipotent that you feel you can solve a problem
Abel could not solve nor apparently Adam nor Lincoln nor Eisenhower
nor Truman, nor that violence-maker Martin Luther King? Have you no
civility nor sympathies for our leaders, burdened with so many
unsolved problems? Or who do you think you are to presume you can
force by public declaration on man, David O McKay, to open up the
windows of security on the negroes? Are you beyond polite, personal
communication?

Have you hired a negroe in your own home or enterprise? Do you think
you have enough common sense to save a few dollars and withdraw
one of these poor, ill-favored people from their morass of corruption
and spiritual weakness? If not, then, what can you expect President
McKay to do with your hands. If not yours, then whose? | could go on
at length and tell you why. The Lord is not blind.

Sincerely,
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terior Secretary Stewart
Udall’s criticism of Mor-
man racial doctrines “can-
not serve any useful reli-
gious purpose.”

Udall’s statement came in
a letter to Dialogue, which is
a magazine published in Palo
Alto, Calif., that provides a
forum free of control by the
Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints.

Udall, member of a pio-
neer Mormon family, de-
manded that his church re-

solve its stand -on Negroes

and allow them full member-
ship.

Mormons welcome
races but withhold from
Negroes membership in the
priesthood orders to which
virtually all other adult
males belong.

The church says the ed1ct
can be changed only if David
0. McKay, ‘president of the

church, experiences “a di-|

vine revelation.”

In answer to Udall’s view,
Romney issued a statement
which said: "

“In the light of the fact
that church doctrine is not
determined by the attitude

-and expression of the individ-

ual members or the leader-
ship, he knows, as do all oth-
er informed -members of my

all| -

Sonre ke /I A4

Sergio Fenoaltea, who re-
signed last month in protest | *
against Italy’s policy on Viet-
nam.

Ortona, 56, is director of
the Foreign Ministry and
previously was director of
the Department of Economic
Affairs.

It is his second assignment
to Washington. He was min-
ister to the Italian Embassy
there from 1944 to 1958. In
1959, he was moved to New
York as Italy’s permanent
representative to the United
Nations.

Reuters

complishing the religious ob-
ject he seeks cannot serve
any useful religious pur-
 pose,”

Our Correspondent

Vertifan Research

San Diego

- The XV-5A Vertifan, a new
research aircraft, will be
transferred from its builders,
Ryan Aeronautical Co., to the
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration for a
flight research program,
Ryan announced yesterday.
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a Ra d"’“ wranyi, the
difdomat wha
defected to the United
States this week, indicated
in a statement yesterday
that he broke with his gov-
ernment because of policy
differences.

It was reported that he be-
came disillusioned with his
counfry’s role in efforts to
settle the Vietnam war.

“In recent months I came
to realize that it was impossi-
ble for me to act in good con-
science and continue to be
the representative of the
Hungarian government to the
American government,” the
former Hungarian Charge
d’Affaires said in a state-
ment made available through
the State Department.

Meanwhile it was learned
that the Hungarian Foreign
Ministry is sending a two-
man team to Washington for
a meeting with Radvanyi.

The State Department,
which announced on Wednes-
day that Radvanyi’s request
for asylum in this country
had been granted, agreed to
the meeting and Radvanyi
consented to see his formeg
colleagues, officials said.
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Dear Brother Udall;

I’m writing in reference to this clipping | discovered in the Washington
Post. | feel it is necessary that you clear up what must be a
misquotation by the Post. It is misquotation and apparent dissensions
such as this which void all the good efforts of the missionary program
and individual members of the church.

This particular question concerning the negro holding the priesthood,
has been greatly misunderstood and misrepresented to the world
public in general. Especially in light of Governor Romney's presidential
candidacy. Brother Romney finally straightened out the
misunderstanding in a well hidden article in Life. Too many people
have the mistaken concept that this is a convention of man and can be
merely altered by decision of a committee or counsel. This is not
possible when one realizes the nature of our church and it's complete
dependence on revelations for which is the only means that the
revelation concerning the denial of the priesthood unto the negro can
be changed. For it is prescribed in the Scriptures. In the pearl of Great
Price Abraham chapter 1 verse 27 it says “Now Pharaoh being of that
lineage by which he could not have the right of Priesthood,...” it
mentions in verse 2 of the same chapter “...; and thus, from Ham
sprang that race which preserved the curse in the land.” and this
original curse is described in Moses chapter 7 verse 22 “and Enoch
also beheld the residue of the people which were the sons of Adam,;
and they were a mixture of all the seed of Adam, save it the seed of
Cain, for the seed of Cain were black, and had not place among
them.” The curse is further described in verses 36 and 37 of Chapter 5
of Moses.

| am writing this letter in the capacity of an elder and a fellow
priesthood holder in that you may have knowledge of the fact that you
have been misrepresented to the public and may correct the
damaging error. If you have not been misrepresented it is my purpose
in writing to exhort you to study the Scriptures and principles of the
Gospel more that you may be a qualified member of the priesthood to



make such statements. It is not for a priesthood holder to contend with
the church or the general authorities on matters concerning direct
revelation by speculation, it is rather his responsibility and obligation to
see that it be promulgated and carried out. The Negro will again
receive the priesthood when as | understand it scripturally "when the
sons of Levi do again offer an offering in righteousness.” | don't
propose to set myself up as a speculator for if | am in error on this
particular scripture | know that it is scriptural doctrine that the Negro
will receive the priesthood when the time comes. This time will be
revealed by revelation and not due to political or social expediency or
any other means.

| don't want to seem as an uncompromising and religious fanatic, but
the power and responsibility, and respectability of the Priesthood are
nothing to be tampered with, no matter what the circumstances.

As far as Civil Rights is concerned | am very liberal and support the
present drives for racial equality (equality not superiority for either
side). And we as priesthood holders should do for the Lord’s system is
one of the brotherhood and equality in every aspect save this
concerning the priesthood.

If I have offended you | apologize but this is a misconception that must
be corrected, whether it was taken out of context or not. And | ask that
your efforts to coordinate, develop, and guarantee the interior of this
great land that God has chosen to favor be blessed by the Lord's
guidance and blessings and wish you luck and good fortune in your
private life.

Sincerely
a fellow priesthood holder

Midshipman [
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15 E 2nd Ave
Mesa Arizona
19 May

Dear Stuart You know what happened to Lucifer when he told God
how to run affairs

In a God inspired church even the highest don't dare tell God our
father how to run the affairs on earth

Don't make a fool of yourself for your worthy ancestors sake

Sincerely
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Prescott Ariz

Mr. Udall

| thought it fitting that you know how many of the members of the
LDS church and perhaps all, feel about such a ridiculous and
stupid statement on your part as contained in the enclosed
newspaper clipping from the Arizona Republic.

Throughout the history of the church it has followed a consistent
pattern that all ill-informed, unworthy, disloyal and apostate
members are quick to try to outline the affairs of the church and
set it in order.

The more a member of the church breaks the laws of God and
disregards the statutes of the church the more he will tell others
how to live them.

It seems that you would have recognized this basic truth by now

and not fallen into this foolish air as so many in the past have
done



. -

- < Ny e f“ﬁ

Vs |
//sz - e /A/ %"/ /M
,{20/0 -2 7?;7/”//«@%:%%7////0/@)/
C/gg/({/mygji{{(y% /’// ﬁ’gztﬂﬂffé’(f
e a wedlin pilpiey ¥ («z/a/ﬂ/ &//ﬂé;;h/
En f&{% /2&4//' e (eWM/—{m Z//z/ ,e/g{,@
Tt wt{/% el Ay /Vu‘"?r //u WY &4
Z 7(7/(94(%(%7[ /4 /chlécw r~ ﬁf C. zz%ﬁ/ @Z
“Cf /[CW 7t Aocntd a C’@V@gﬁ%%%/ Gl 2/4&/"
t j\% Ty zé 7 /%ﬂé
N M s fty s fw,f/

iay A ﬂ%vZ/W(@) %M f*/Z// Mz/&/,%
A L < Dk

/ O a nemii o ] Lok, g
//L/l/cw«u/gz, ~ / Y, 7/ %z/ e %/L;Wa{&z/
A ﬂé%ufég (”//// 5%%/(% Z’u ~ 778
"‘io /{0/"3////// f%/éu %&w / 5‘?2/«,4 /@L

‘)Q?Z e e dsf Ao f c//% /(M@L/E/ /Lﬂ\%&

/L((“@’\L?‘WW é‘/(/eﬁ{, fmgl . Tz, £ fﬁé”
4251@4, e 774/% //Q/VL e 7@[ /&17 5“/’\/,9/

VQ/L/zLE/; O Lo /’77,{?4? ey Z// /7%\4/@

\.

%




Letter 13



Dragerton Utah
May 21, 1967

Hon. Sec. Stewart Udall
Washington D.C.

Dear Sir;

It was with regret that | read of your attack upon the church in the
Deseret news. When a member of the church raises the Negro issue
as you have done you really telling the world that you do not believe
we have profits and are guided by God through divine communication.

The teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith were that the Negro
cannot hold the priesthood. He had his chance of the pre-existence
and he rejected it. It is the Lord’s priesthood and he has the power to
designate to whom it shall be given, and that power of designation has
never been given to man. You certainly owe an apology to President
David O McKay.

The Negros in the church are respected and honored for their integrity
and faithful devotion. If they are baptized, confirmed, keep the
Commandments and be faithful, they will come forth in the first
resurrection and will enter the celestial kingdom some time in God's
eternal plan, the Negro will be given the right to hold the priesthood.
Until that time comes let us who have the truth not chase an illusion of
equality, under socialism, instead of freedom under state rights and
local self-government.



The root of all present racial trouble is interference in the internal
affairs of southern states by people not at all interested in the
settlement of any problems arising between the Negro and white
Americans. This interference comes from organizations and
individuals in the north seeking to use the Negro. Among them are
found communists, fuzzyheaded liberals, eggheads, pacifists,
idealists, do-gooders, conniving politicians, self seekers and civil
disobedience kits.

They employ situations which inflame and agitate the white populace
and use it as white propaganda.

When the Lord chose the nations to which the spirits were to come,
determining that some would be Japanese and some would be
Chinese and some Negroes and some Americans engaged in active
segregation. When he preserve his people Israel in Egypt 400, he
engaged in active segregation. The Jews were segregated and also
the Mormons.

The Civil Rights Bill is 90% communist and 10% civil rights.

If you were to read "The Fate of the Persecuters of the Church it
really would make you stop and think before making such a statement.

Sincerely yours
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Letter 14



21 May 1967

Secretary Udall:

Is it colossal ignorance or political viciousness? | recently shared the
extremely disgusting experience of reading the extremely disgusting
experience of reading a feature article on the front page of Nevada’s
largest newspaper entitles “End LDS Bias - Udall.”

| say “shared” because without exception, every member of the church of
high and low position - with whom | have discussed your “demand” has
looked upon it with utter disdain and incredulity.

Prior to examining the substance of your position, | would like to examine
you as an individual - to ascertain why you deem yourself a fit spokesman
for the church.

| certainly will not, nor cannot judge, Mr. Secretary, but | have been told by
several sources, including high level Washington sources when | attended
law school there, that you do not in any substantial measure adhere to the
standards of the LDS church. Is that true? Do you possess a temple
recommend, Mr. Secretary? Are you living a life worthy of obtaining one?
Do you live the Word of Wisdom? Pay a full tithing? etc. If you answer the
aforementioned questions in the negative, then it is obvious why you would
brazenly demand that the church forsake the word of the Lord and fall in
line with the other churches - the church simply has no place of real
meaning in your life.

If, on the other hand, you consider yourself an active, faithful member of
the Chuch, it then becomes obvious that you need to discover what the
doctrines of the church are. In the above referenced article, the paper



referred to you as “a lifelong Mormon and descendant of pioneer members
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.” - Perhaps you have
forgotten that the Prophet Joseph and many of those pioneers gave their
lives - and were required to give their lives - because of their refusal to
compromise God’s laws and conform to the “orthodox” teachings of the
churches.

The fact that you, Mr. Secretary, and others like you and the churches of
the world, as it were, seek in ignorance to deride and malign the church
and its ordained authorities, and “pursuade” through pressure and
innuendo, said church and authorities to a supposed “popular” position will
do nothing more than cause us to resolve the stronger to sustain truth at all
cost.

The Church has always extended the hand of fellowship to the Negro -
recognizing, where others fail, that they are our brothers under a common
Divine parentage. The fact that God has seen fit to create a disability, i.e.,
the witholding of the Priesthood, from certain of his children who were
disobedient in the pre-existent life, is a condition we cannot alter. The fact
that we discipline or deprive certain members of our own family because of
disobedient acts doesn’t mean that we love them any less. - Of course |
know - your position conforms with the “popular” notion that God merely -
and capriciously mixed up a “batch” of children, some of whom were white,
others black and some yellow in order to provide interest and variety. | pity
those who consider such a concept deserving of belief.

Incidentally - and | do not mean to be unkind - but if | believed that my
church was the last to receive the word of God, | would most assuredly
change. Maybe this is the logical thing for you to do. Go with those who
conform and adjust their doctrines to the popular notions of so-called
“‘majorities.”



Another suggestion - if you and the rest of the Great Society would
encourage the Negro to work and live for the respect and equality they
desire - as your pioneer forebears had to do - rather than incite and
encourage them to riot and civil disobedience we would all see an
accelerated arrival of a brotherhood of all men.

Sincerely - but not respectfully, yours,

P.S. If your ill advised pronouncement was an effort to deter Gov. Romney’s
potential progress | can offer you nothing but pity.
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s Mormons

to End Negro Bias '

Interior Secretary Challenges Church

PATL.O ALTO (UPD—
Interior Secretary Stewart
L. Udall has challenged
the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints to end
its discrimination against
Negroes by admitting
them to full membership

"The restrigtt

boys belong. Only me
bers of the priesthood may
hold leadership posts,
even on the local level.

toward the Negro has
political ramificatio

Presidential candidacy
Michigan Gov. Geogx
Romney, a member

useful religiougdservice."

they renounced the doc-

sisted th§_J

trine of pofygamy.

"Every Mormon knows
that his church teaches
that the day will come
when the Negro will be
given full fellowship,"
Udall wrote. "Surely that
day has come. All around
us the Negro is proving
his worth when accepted
into the society of free
men ... surely God is
speaking to us now, telling
us that the time is here."

The interior secretary,
whose grandparents were
among the Mormons who
Arizona,

monly held ‘among our
nter to the

d decisions that come to
erips with the imperious

/e violate the rights
d dignity of our Negro
rothers, and for this we
bhear a measure of guilt;

o
soedrash

but surely we harm our-
selves even more."
G. Wesley Johnson, one

Thursday. SRR L,
The quarterly has a
circulation of 7,500 and

of Dialogue's managing has published five pre- '

editors, said the letter had vious issues. It has no
arrived unsolicited from connection with the LDS
Udall. It was released

faith.

In Lansin
Romney said Uda % call
for a change in church
policy "cannot serve any
useful religious service."

Romney stuck by his
position that Mormon doe-
trine is not determined by
the church's membership.

The governor said in a
statement issued by his
office that Udall's article
in Dialogue and a letter to
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Ogden Utah
May 22, 1967

Mr. Secretary

| don't know what you thought you had to gain by challenging the
authorities and the prophets of the church but it must have been political.

You may have gained a few votes in Harlem, but you lost a lot of them in
Utah, when a man puts politics before his church he is asking for trouble.

If our church is true that the policy is true and it is instigated by God not by
man! if | were in your shoes | would make a public apology to our prophet
David O McKay and Joseph Smith soon. If not | wouldn't consider myself a
member of the church (you have apostatized!) any more.

If you do not do this | hope the authorities excommunicate you!

Disappointed in you
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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

I ' ARD BISHOPRIC
I
SALT LAKE CIitY, UTAH
22 May 1967

Mr, Stewart Udall, Secretary
United States Department of Interior
Washington, D.C,

Dear Secretary Udall:

Your announcement of a few days ago on the radio came as somewhat
of a surprise., The statement in which you startled most of us
Utahns with the demand on our church leaders that they should
change their "pious" ways and allow the Negro the Priesthood. I
don't suppose you have ever held the Priesthood, or you wouldn't
have said what you did. This really surprises me coming from a
member of the L.D.S. Church. I heard rumored that you were a
member (on paper). This explains a great deal,

An article appeared in Time Magazine a month or so ago with a few
statements from you regarding this same doctrine., Seems a little
odd, but I just can't seem to get the connection between the
Department of Interior and L,.,D.S. Church doctrine regarding the
Priesthood., By the way, did you make the statement as a member
of the L.D.S. Church or as an apostate? Just curious. I suggest
that you do a little more reading of the standard works of the
Church and less talking,

A few of the left-wing Church members seem to think that this
doctrine is man-made., This fortunately is not true. This doctrine
comes directly from our Father in Heaven, for which I'm grateful.
When our Father in Heaven decides the time is right for the pro-
phet to change the doctrine of the Church, I'm sure this will be
done - - but not until.

I suggest that you take care of the business of the Interior such as
spending more of our tax money that we don't have and leave the
affairs of the L.D.S. Church doctrine to the leaders of the church.

Respectfully,

o
“:\»
Y
e,
5
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Dor nbuschweg 13
West Germany

Home address IIIEEEENE
.. California
/ R = e

L.y |

May 22, 1967

Mr. Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of Interior
Sacramento California.

Dear lir. Udall:

I am writing to you concerning the article which appeared in the
kay 20, 1967 International Edition of The New York Times.

In this article you are quoted as calling upon all devout Latter-
Day Baints to admit Negroes to the Priesthood, inferring by your
statements that there is racial prejudice in the teachings of the
church. 1In this same article you are presented as a life long
member of the Church. If you had been a life long active member
of the church I do not believe that you would have made the
irreaponsiple statements that you have made.7 I can only assume
that in reality you have very little understanding of the teachings
of the church. The great pity of this is that no one would have
been in a better position than you to present the true beliefs

of the lLatter-Day Saints to the public, sinced you hold publie
office. You have failed in this, and in so doing you have failed

a great maﬂy people who trusted you.

§

It is appaﬁent that you are attempting to use the church as a
political tool against Governor George Romney in the forth coming
General Elections. Whatever you think of Governor Romney as a
Fresidential Candidate, is of course your priviledge, but in
using your own interpretation of the teachings of the church to
bias the mind of the public, you have gone to far!

I only regret that I have helped to elect you to your office.
I will attempt to rectify my mistake in the next election.

Yours Truly
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Idaho ralls, Idaho 3835401
lay 22, 1967.

Stewart Udall
Secretary
of
Lepertment of Interior;
Washigton LC.

Dear Brother Udall:

Perhaps you are not awere of All the DOINGS ol our Great

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, so I am

Going to tell you, that we not only do Missionary Work
amoung the Hawaians, Samoans, [ongans but there has been
organized a prench of the Tongan kission in the Fiji Is-
lands for the Fijiens, now the Fijians are not Polonesians,
They are lielenesians ( if I spelled it right) znd this has
been going on for some years. If you have been readin. the
Bra there was a picture oi some of the Fiji Brothern in it

( just guessing 4 years ago,) a nd I am oi the Upinion They
ha d@ recieved the Priesthood. Why? on one ol rresident MCiay
-'gs visits to longa, the.e was some Urdaining and one Brotae
there was not called and Bro. kickay asked why and they toldhk

him the Brother was part Fijian and could not Hdave the Pri-
esthood, ( now ii it was on President kckay's Iirst visit

Hde was then only a member of the 12 but if the Last Visit
then he was President of the Church", President lckay said,
"Ordgin Him" and he was ordainsd, this was told me by N
I (hcn President oif the Tongan lission and I'm sure
Pres. Coombs now residing in salt Leake City would tell you
the same and also how the work was progressing in Fiji and
Pres. Wuwmem is as near to you as your Tellephone wE my wife
and I talked to him Last Fall to Congratulate him on Celeb-
raeting their Golden {edding, via Phone.

Now the Lord does his work ordilary, a whole Nation ( Fiji)
Act of the Apostles pefines a Nation as "Une People', now
USA is a Pologot people of many nations, there would be
confusion if both whit:s and Blacks were the Priesthood, so
in my oppinion in USA it is reserved to the Whitesand they
areduty Bound as God's Servants" to Bless the slacks with
the Priesthood, but as is rumored I1f the Church sets up a
wission in Liberia in Africa where they are all Black, they
as they "3ecome Worthy" it wouldn't surprise me if they were
Ordained to the Priesthood to be the Lord's servants to ther
own people or others if they wanted Priesthood help. Who can
s=y who shall be God's servants? only God says '"wiho cean be
My Servant or when they shall be Called" now ii the "york"
amoung the Black uen is reserved till the Last, Who can
Change it or what wil. the Black men Loose??? Then bélow

the Black men are the Hea thens and who is '"hNow" feeling
sorry ior the Heathens??? Certainly tuere are Black men

who could become "Worthy" perhaps now, but if the Lord



2 to yuall

says "Wait" who can counter Command it? In the "Due Time"
oi the Lord and it can only be hurried in "Righteousuness'.

I have the Book of kormon opened up to 2Nephi 26--31& 33

31,"lor the laborer in Zion shell Labor for Zion; for if
they labor for money they shall perish.'" AS you know being
ordained to the Priesthood does not mean the recieving a
Purple rnobe and a life of ease; you are still under the
Commandment "gix Days Shall you Labor and bo All Your Work",
would our Black Brothern be interested in Obtsinidng the
Priethood if they knew thatv??%?

33. ===-=- "And he (fhe Lord, doeth nothing save it be plain
unto the Children of men: znd he inviteth them a 11 to comead
and partake of his goodness, and he denieth none who come
unto him, 3lack and white, bond and free, malc and female,
and he remenbereth the heathen; and all are alike unto God,
both Jew and Gentile."

To-day it is the Spirit of“pemand'and not "Come" and recieve
the “"Goodness of God" and so none with that "Spirit" will
"R“cieve" for man cannot '"Legislate'" to "Force God" for God
is Still God and Supreme.

Your Brother

£S if you Phone N i Sa 1t Lake City tell him
I 013 you to and he will know who.
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Burley Idaho
May 22, 1967

Mr. Udall,

According to the news you have determined the time has come for the Negroes to
receive the priesthood.

By what authority? Is it because you are secretary of the interior?

You also called the doctrine of the preexistence a borrowed superstition and the church
authorities have strayed and compromised.

If you have a better explanation as to why the Negroes are born so handicapped you
should publish it so all may know. Surely no one envies them in their native land or their
color or status.

It was God who divided unto the nations their inheritances and set people. Deut 37, 7,
8. It was He who made all nations and determined when when and where. Acts 17, 26.

If apostates like you would keep their mouth shut, there would not be any reproach
brought upon the church in the minds of the uninformed or ill-informed public.

But perhaps you have never humble yourself enough to get a testimony and you cannot
turn traitor to a God you have never known. Unless you cease your arrogance you will

grow more bitter. The church may not disfellowship you or even pay any attention to
your sniping.

| hope some secretary does not destroy this. It is intended for you.
Indignantly,

PS Since when have the church doctrine to become political affairs. Religious freedom
is supposed to be a constitutional right.
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All THE FINE YOUNG CANNIBALS
Pope Paul is the CHIEF CANNIBAL!

All Seeing Eye
Truth - Logic - Reason
Moral Issue

Transubstantiation — Catholics teach and practice they can change bread and wine into
the actual flesh and blood of Jesus Christ and they are eating the actual flesh and blood
of Jesus not bread and wine when they partake of holy communion. The Catholic
practice of transubstantiation changing bread and wine into someone's flesh and blood
and then eating it is cannibalism which is illegal constituting a crime. Catholic holy
Communion is cannibalism.

To even teach let alone practice eating someone's flesh and blood is absurd and
contrary to public morals. Catholics take it LITERAL Christ's words, eat this is my body
and drink this is my blood. Jesus changed water into wine. Catholics change bread and
wine into Jesus's body and blood.

As a general rule, religious beliefs cannot be recognized as justification for committing
crimes. Usually neither the law nor the government interferes with religious practice but
they may interfere if religious practice constitutes crimes. The law and the government
has failed to take legal action against the Catholic practices of transubstantiation
(cannibalism).

There are 109 Roman Catholics in the U.S. Congress. 109 admitted Cannibals. Is
cannibalism a felony? This is the misconduct of the highest form! It is a heinous crime!
These catholic members of congress are incompetent (don't know right from wrong,
think it is all right to go to church on Sunday's and eat the actual flesh and blood of
Jesus Christ (Religious Cannibalism)) and not fit to hold political office. Legal action
should be taken against these members of Congress who are Cannibals; refer this
matter to the proper committee. Its Un American to eat human flesh and blood. Civilized
people don't eat human flesh and blood even as a religious practice! Your failure to take
legal action is neglect of duty and malfeasance of office, aiding and abetting.



Congress outlaws Polygamy. Merrill Act 1862. Edmunds Act 1882. 5 years
imprisonment on convicted polygamists no right to vote, or hold political office. Brigham
H Roberts from Utah 1898 an admitted polygamist was refused his House of
Representatives seat and Reed Smoot Utah Senator 1903 to 1907 was challenged to
retain his senate seat before a senate committee. What the Congress did to the
Mormons over polygamy should be done to the Catholics over their religious
Cannibalism. OR give back polygamy! No one objects to catholic cannibalism no one
better object to polygamy or priesthood.

You like to shoot off your mouth about the Church with your errors. You are an ignorant
man lacking in knowledge and understanding of the Gods. You can get a bill passed in
U.S. making polygamy legal again. Adults involved consenting is legal!

The Pentateuch and Haftorah Hebrew Text, English translation and commentary Edited
by the Late Chief Rabbi (Dr. J. H. Hertz C. H) Soncino Press London 5713-1952 Printed
for the Soncino Press Ltd. Oriental and General Priner, Hartford, England page 34,
Gensis IX, 25. cursed be Canaan. “It was firmly held in ancient time (cf. XLVIII and
XLIX) that the blessing or curse which a father pronounced upon a child affected the
latter’s descendants. We therefore have here in effect a forecast of the future that the
Canaanites mention here are a servile and degraded race.” Rabbis teach the
Canaanites mentioned here are negroes. Judaism teaches only the tribe of LEVI
(whites) are priests (kohanim), Gentiles and negroes cannot hold the priesthood. God
said to Israel that Israel would be to Him a kingdom of priests. negroes are imposters
pretending to be priests of God! Deuteronomy 7:6 “For thou art an holy people unto the
Lord the Godl; The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself
above ALL people that are upon the earth” God is a Racist! Many people of white race
are Israelites. Original (true) Israelites are a White Race. Israelites were told not to
marry with other races of people. State of Israel law forbids a Jew to marry a non Jew.
Zechariah 14:21 “and in that day there shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of
the Lord of Hosts” Jesus Christ was a racist! St. Matthew 10:5-6 “Go not into the way of
the Gentiles and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not; But go rather to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel” St. Matthew 15:22-26 Jesus said “l am not sent but unto
the lost sheep of the house of Israel”

Mormon Book “Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith Jr.”

“Had | anything to do with the negroes | would confine them by strict law to their own
species. no dating, dancing, sex or marriage with negroes. Book “Pearl of Great Price”



page 21 “The seed of Cain were black/negro) had not place among them.” Mormons
teach “The only souls coming into this world who are under restrictions are the negroes
and they cannot hold the priesthood. The Mormon priest when ordaining male members
into the priesthood hands on top of head of men they didn’t know had negro blood,
words (Revelation from God) came out of the priests mouth saying your one of the sons
of Ham (negro) your denied the priesthood. Also Mormons have Patriarchs who give
blessings hands on top of head who tells (Revelation from God) you what race of
people you are from 1. what tribe of Israel 2. Gentile 3. or Negro. This is how Mormons
know how not to ordain anyone with negro blood into their priesthood. Mormon negro
members are not allowed in Mormon Temples. Mormon missionaries are not seeking
negro converts to their church.

Mormons teach (pre-existence) all mortals lived in heaven as spirit children of God
before their earthly birth and there was a War in heaven and 1/3 rd of God’s spirit
children were cast out to become devils and denied mortal bodies. Among the other
2/3rds of God’s spirit children was a group who sinned but not enough.

[letter ends]
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Letter 21



Boise Idaho
May 22, 1967

Dear Mr. Udall

Why don’t you run the Interior Department and let the General Authorities administer the
doctrine of the “Mormon” Church. If the Lord wants these doctrines changed | feel he is

capable of sending an angel to the proper authority and giving them instructions.

| rather doubt the proper place for such an occurrence is the Secretary of Interior Office

in Washington D.C. But rather in one of the temples which has bed erected for such a

purpose.

If the Lord felt you are the one to establish his doctrines why then were you not called to
be Pres. of the Church instead of Mr. McKay?
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Letter 22



May 23, 1967 ey

Dear Mr. Udall,

/ Within the last few months T have read
with much interest your views on the IMormon
Church and the Negro. As you well know, your
comments extend far beyond Washington--as a -
matter of fact, they reach all parts of the
United States, Mexico, Canada and I suppose
other countries abroad, Through the great
news media of our day, your daily comments
may be read from a daily newspaper, heard
on radio and even seen on television Jjust
one day after you have spoken. You are, then,
aware of your great influence in the world
todays. Therefore, your comments must be well
founded and sound--they must be based on truth.

For this reason I am writing to you. I
cannot understand your thinking on the Negro
issue and I believe you are damaging yourself,
the church and mankind in general by your
statements which are to me, completely unreal-
istic,

You call for a resolution of the Negro
problem within the church but not by what you
refer to as "pious moralistic platitudes.™
May I ask you to what are you referring. Is
the Book of Mormon a "pious moralistic plati-
tude?" Are the Pearl of Great Price, Doctrine
and Covenants and Bible "pious moralistic
platitudes?" Indeed is modern revelation a
"pious moralistic platitude?" '

It seems to me that you have one foot in
the church, one foot in your governmental job
and an extra foot in your mouth. How can you
possibly ‘accept Joseph Smith as a Prophet of
God, the Book of lMormon and other canonized
books as devinely inspired and then defy the
living Prophet. The only answer I can find is
that you do not believe in the restoration of
the Gospel and therefore it is quite easy to
defy the Prophet and recommend changes in doc-

t &/




trine. TFor if you believed in the restored
church, you would be obeying the command-
ments and following the teachings of God's
chosen leaders in these last days. Your
recommends for doctrinal changes within the
church are then as $alid as my doctrinal
recommends would be to the Catholic leaders.
as you, am not qualified to demand changes.
Mr. Udall, I cannot understand your
statements in llaht of the following scrip-

tures:
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Mr. Udall, I presume you are quite
familiar with the scriptures both ancient
and modern and therefore, there was no
need for me to quote scriptures. I know,
that no doctrinal changes will come through
secular pressure. The Iord's purposes will
move on. You must realize that the Mormon
Church is, in actuality, the Church of Jesus |
Christ. Evidence, both scientific and
spiritual are testaments to this fact and
any sincere person would believe this
message. You must humble yourself from
your high throne and seek the scriptures
before seeking doctrinal change through
changing social conditions. We are not
Catholies, Mr. Udall. When the time cones,
The TLord will speak but not through the
Secretary of the Interior or any other branch
of the government.

SURELY THE IORD GOD WILIL DO NOTHING,
BUT HE REVEALETH HIS SECRET UNTO
HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS.

Amos 3:7




’ —
Cd. Obregon, Sonora

Mexico

Sec. of Int. Stewart Udall

@
Washington, D.C.
EE.UU.
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24 May 1967

- Mr. Stewart Udall
Department of Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Your obvious attempt to include the church in your partisan liberal
ideas irritates me to a high degree.

Your liberal friends and their establishment have already incited
the colored people to such a fevered pitch that they no longer respect
law and order. Your crowd tells these people that they have been mis-
treated. I hear colored people preaching anarchy and violence. I see
them marching in the streets with the white friends, the liberal so-
called do-gooders. I see more trouble than can be handled in a pleasant
""let the kids play" attitude.

Then to top it all off I hear you, a so-called member of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, stirring up political trouble for
your own people. You say the issue of the colored people and the
Priesthood must be solved. May I ask you a question? Who are you to
instruct the Lord's Prophet? Further, is it any of your business how
the Lord establishes His Priesthood on His Earth?

The political government is not the savior of the people. Many
governments and forms of governments have set themselves up as the
supreme authority. 1In time they all decay because of their own corruption.

I suggest that you should confine your activities to the Department
of Interior and quit trying to command the Lord or His Prophet for your

own political reasons.

Sincerel

5CL,¢H&£ Edr07
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Overland Park, Kansas 66212

May 24, 1967

/B4 .

Y (== ] ==

Honorable Stewart L. Udall e 7

Secretary of the Interior =

Capitol Building + O
Washington, D.C. : ok
Honorable Mr. Udall: e ;f

1, as thousands of other people, have been extremely upset at a recent news
article published under an associated press date line. My feelings are such
that I feel a desire to communicate them to you.

It is difficult for me to understand why an individual with your religious
background, education, and political stature would make such an off-hand

comment concerning the Mormon religion and their revealed doctrine concerning
the Negros. You have stated "It is inevitable that national attention would

be focused on what critics have called 'anti-Negro doctrine' of the L.D.S.
Church." 1If the priesthood is so important to you Mr. Udall, why are you not
honoring it? 1Is your life so full of party politics (Great Society) that you
have moved away from the belief structure of your parents? Is it now that you
are so concerned with your job that you want to focus ''national attention" on
something that you think would be damaging to God fearing people? I have

served with various Negro people in positions of responsibility within the
Mormon Church that have accepted the revealed explanation of their present denial
of the priesthood. They also are aware of the future eternal opportunities that
will be made available to them. What are you doing with your future eternal
opportunities?

I resent the fact that you have termed it 'sad irony'" that the Church denies
"full fellowship to the Negros.'" If the priesthood is so important to you,

as well as the rest of the world, in order to attain full fellowship in the
Church, then why are you not representing yourself as a son of God by attracting
people so that they can receive full fellowship? Over two million people now
belong to the Mormon Church. It is the fastest growing Church in the world, by
percentage growth, Now that a certain individual may play an important role

in politics next year it is '"sad irony" that politics must be used as a tool.
Our great former President, John F. Kennedy was allowed the right to believe
his doctrine of the Catholic Church. Senators and Representatives on a
national and state level supported him despite the fact that he was a Catholic.

I would appreciate an explanation from you as to how the priesthood has become
so almighty important to people who never before were even interested in the
restored gospel. We must remember that a testimony and baptism must be
accomplished before any male member is allowed to even be considered for the
priesthood. What are you going to do now to assist in the conversion and
baptism of these people so that from that day they will be allowed Yfull
fellowship" in the restored Church?

Sincerely,

{
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n the Heart of Times Square . The Diive-in Hotel”

43rD STREET WEST OF BROADWAY . NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036

Hon Stewart Udell
Interior Department
Washington

D C
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Dear 8ir Mr Udall -

1L 40
LELCT
he Wi

o
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To quote your own words - "The iSsug.must’
be resolved ,.,.. by clear & explicit decigions"
that come to gripswith the imperioug truths of:
the contemporary world"!! BUT - there isZa
deeper issue than the one you are cimfesting
with Romney that the two of you are ignorihg ==
the issue of your crazy church itself!! The
mestMimpericus truths of the contemporary world"
make the very existence of this crazy church of
yours & Romney's the meost absurd of all absurd-
ities.. An "angel' called Moroni who gave old
Joe Smith 12 copper plates to establish this
"Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints' -
as if there were such a thing as an angel in
all truth,or 12 copper plates delivered by such
a fenatic fantasy to any humen beingl!! This
Moroni is enough to make morons of all Mormons,
mekes the "faith" that Romney calls his own -
and yours - a lie against TRUTH itsgelfl!! And
here YOU ere calling for TRUTH,the "Impericus
Truth of the world"!! Vhen will YOU yourself
be ready to confront YOURSELF with this TRUTH!!
Imperiois as it is,and Imperious it surely isl!!
When both of you - YOU and Romney - align your-
selves with this TURTH you wan not possibly be
Mormons,liorons,any longer and TRUTH wilil have
prevaileéd!! AND not until then!}! His "faith" is
enough to meke this men Romney & joke as a can-
didate for President!! And will ,if the Republi-
cans are crazy encugh to consider him!! And as
a llormon,loron,you are gourself as gullty as
Romney the deepest offense against this im-
periocus TURTH of the confemporary worldi®

TIME IS NOW 1!}

7,.9 gk ok AH, EE

@ﬂyow//«mg‘fwi e
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Mesa, Arizona 85201
May 25, 1967

Honorable Stewart Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington D.C.

Honorable Sir:

After reading that article in the Arizona Republic quoting you « your ideas

as to the stand the Church L eaders should take toward the negroes has
provoked me to the point I can't refrain from writing to you. Every L.D.S.
feels as I do and also many others that are not L .D.S.

My Catholic neighbor said to me, "Why did he ever bring in the Church?"
That is what we all would like to know. What was your motive?

Did you feel that it would raise your prestige; or make you appear broader-—
minded and to have risen above social customs as you intimated the Church
leaders were bonded to?

It is strange that a man with as much knowledge would use such little wisdom
in expressing himself. We are living in a day when those in high political
offices should be working for peace and goodwill among all people instead of
stirring up unrest.

If you know anything about Church government, you should know that David
O. McKay is the mouth piece of God and he does not take such matters in
his own hands as it appears that YOU are going to have him do. This, the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints is not just another social organiz=
ation that can change its laws and by~laws to suite the will of its members.
Jesus Christ is still at the head of His Church and His Will will be carried
out by those who have been called to do so.

If President McKay were to say, "The Lord has made it known, that all
L.D.S. Negroes elegible for the Priesthood are to receive it," how many
of the vast negro race would that affect? A comparatively small handful would
be included. Those few L .D.S. Negroes are not among those who are
making an issue of it. They are happy in being members of Christ' s Church
and are joyfully looking forward to that promised day when they will be given
the Priesthood. They realize that they have so much more than those who
are not members.

No, it isn't the L .D.S. Negroes who are making an issue of it. Communistic
agitators and a few others who are stirring up trouble.

Mr. Udall, remember what happened to that one of the Children of Israel who
tried to steady the Ark of the Covenant after they all had been told not to touch it.
Take that as a parable unto yourself, and don't try to tell President McKay
what to do. This is a time for us all to see to it that our lamps are trimmed
and full of oil.

Yours very truly,
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May 25, 1967

o i,
Stewart L. Udall, Interior Secretary, o
Washdngton, D. C. :L

Dear Mr, Udall: ffz o)

=0 W
Just what kind of a Latter Day Saint ard yeu? <=

=S ——

You certainly weren't thinking very strdisht o

when vou made front-page criticism of the Church of -
Jesus Christ of Latter Dav Saints regarding the
Negroes not permitted to hold the Prissthood in the
Church.

Could it be that wvou have forgotten the Church
was organized throueh Divine Revelation from God
and is still guided from HIM through our Pronhet
David O. McKay? T am sure no one in Washington,

D. C., including vourself, can take it upon them-
selves to make any changes.

Furthermore, the church does not "activelv"
seek Negro members, but do not deny membership to
those who seek it. The Negroes in the church under-
stand why they are not permitted to hold the Priest-
hood, and it is only those who know nothing about
the church who seem to be raising the fuss. And
whet a shame it is that you are agitating them.

The princinle of Repentance is an asdmirable

vart of the Gospel of Jesus Christ - mav we all use
it often.

,fSincere%y<’7

Mrs. I
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May 26, 1967

Stewart L. Udall
Sec. of the Interior
Capitol Building
Washington “. C.

Dear Brother Udall,

I just read this article in the wan Bernardino Sun. #nd it
has caused me to write this letter.

My dear Bro. Udall it sesms to me that you are fitting into
the pattern of the last days. There is one thing you have forgotten
with your background as a "Mormon". The Lord spoke to his Prophet
Brigham Young concerning the Law of Plural Marriage. He and He
alone will direct His Prophet on the earth today, President David
O. McKay. Nothing anyone tries to do will change that fact.

We are told about the persecution we will encounter again.
Possibly this subject of Mormonism verses the negro will be the
string that is pulled.

The people of the world will change their religions to fit
their personal desires, birth control, etc. But this isn't from
God. There are those that want to take "God" out of our Pledge
of Allegiance but does it make it right only because people want it?

I think you've done the church an injustice. The world will
not understand "God's will™ by this type of demanding. We as
Latter-day “aints should not be weak like the world and dare to
think we can demand anything from our Prophet, This is a privilege
we earned to prepare ourselves for Eternal Life and I abhore your
tactics.

I want to leave my testimony with you that I know the Lord
directs His Prophet in the affairs of the church and that David
O. McKay is His Prophet today. #nd that he is following God's
will in all the affairs of the church.

Sincerely,

vrs. [N

Fontana, California 92335
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Tucson Arizona
May 23 - 1967

Mr. Stewart L Udall
Dear Sir:

| was very surprised ot read your statement in regards to our stand on the negro
in our Beloved church. It is not true that this rule was made because Our Prophet
Joseph Smith did not like the Negroe. You have been a member of this church
much longer than | and you have read the Book of Mormon you should know
better. | have only been a member 6 years come November and | believe | know
more about it than you do when you say such things. You should know Our
church is founded on what our Heavenly Father has told our Prophets. As |
understand it you are not a good Mormon any more. Please correct me if | am
wrong but anyone that would make such a statement surely can’t have the belief
and faith that he should have if he is a true member.

And then too, with all the unrest among the black race you certainly didn’t help
any. Why don’t you tray to correct this thing instead of putting our church up to
ridicule. | truly believe what | was taught before | joined or was baptized. Mr.
Udall when where you at the temple last time. Don’t think you nee to go and
renew your faith.

You know our church does not believe in superstition. This is the most wonderful
Church in the world. | used to be a Methodist and have studied many doctrines
including the Catholic church but when | found the Mormon Church | opened my
heart and let the Lord come in because | know this is the church for me. | was
baptized when | was 61 yrs old and my husband was 72 years old. He since has
passed on and | know he is waiting for me over there.

What you have said won't bother me but you have done irreparable damage to
many who were just ready to come into the Church or who were being a little lax.



| think you should get down on your knees and ask God’s forgiveness for the
harm you have done. Maybe He will forgive you.

| am an old lady and maybe this letter will be thrown in the waste basket but |
hope you will at least read it once or twice. | think too that now is the time to bring
the negroe into the Church and give him full fellowship but we must wait until our
Prophet receives the word from Our Heavenly Father which | believe will be
soon. | hope some day maybe | can help to convert the negroe. | am 72 years old
and not at all well but maybe the Lord will see fit to give me strength to help a
little. What will you do about it Mr. Udall? Will you help or will you sit in your nice
office and let the rest of us do the work.

You have a lot of influence if you would use it in the right way. | know you are a
bust man but can’t you take a little time to do something good for the Church you
profess to belong to.

| do not wish to be critical Mr. Udall but | guess | have been. Please ask for
Divine help and then give the newspapers the true story. You are my Brother an
dl want to think of you as such. Wont you be a good Brother.

If you read this | thank you very much. | will pray for you to have the
understanding you should have.

Most Sincerely, your sister in God. Mrs. iy
IR T ucson Ariz.

P.S. Please answer this letter.
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Phoenix Arizona
May 27, 1967

Mr. Stewart L Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington D.C.

Dear Mr. Udall:

| read with disgust your article “Udall prods Mormons to Solve Negro Issue”
appearing in the Arizona Republic under date of May 19, 1967.

You evidently have not studied the Scriptures as it pertains to the Negro
and further you are lacking in that one great principle of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to witt: "To support the general authorities
of the church”.

Had you studied the Scriptures in regards to the Negro you would not
permitted the above mentioned article over your name.

| suggest that you read the following before you indulge in any more
articles on the Negro question:

(1) Mormonism and the Negro by John J Stewart supplemented by William
E Barrett. | suggest that you study the references given in this book.

(2) The Book of Moses (Pearl of Great Price).

(8) Genesis 9:25-26

(6) Genesis 28:1



Should you persist in following the line of thought as outlined in the Arizona
Republic, supposeingly over your name, | suggest that you request that
your name be removed from the membership rolls of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints.

| am a convert to the church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints having
come into the church in August 1957 at the age of 51, and | know better
than to make statements, past, present, and future that you are supposed
to have made.

Sincerely,

]
Elder 5th Quorum of Elders

I Stake
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May 29, 1967

The Honorable Stewart L Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington D.C.

Dear Sir!

This is a land blessed above all other lands, Jesus Christ is the Lord of this
land.

The inhabitants of this land shall worship the Lord in spirit and in truth.
No dictator or tyrant shall ever rule this land.

No weapon that is formed against us shall prosper.

Every tongue that shall rise against us in judgment we shall condemn.

If you wish to coordinate your discipleship please get in touch with Dr.

San Bernardino California
USA
TU-6-4741

Sincerely INIININGN
]

San Bernardino California
92909
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Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of Interior

Mr. Udall, <

My name is _. I am 13 years old,
and I am a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. I have just read an article in the
Bonolulu Advertiser which said that you urged the Church
to change it's attitude as far as the Negroes go. I
firmly believe that the Church is divinely inspired
as are ALL of it's teachings. I take into account the
fact that some of the things that the newspaper said
could have been inaccurate, but some if not all of it
must be true. I'm sure you are an intelligent person
as you would have to be to be elected to serve for the
State of Arizona, (where incidentaly I was born), and
later to be in the President's Cabinet. If you really
consider yourself to be a member of the Church, then you
would realize that we practice not letting Negroes hold
the Priesthood because we have been commanded to do so
by our Heavenly Father. I certainly hope that you did
not think this when you were a missionary. I have known
many faithful missionaries including those which brought
my family into the Church. I don't believe that I would
want any of my friends to be taught the Gospel by anyone
who did not have the understanding of the Gospel or the
faith to believe in it himself. I must say, I am very
disappointed in you. You may or may not realize it but
you have sorely hurt the Church. I doubt if this will
change your thinking any, however I felt that I should
tell you that both my mother and I am disappointed in
you. Wouldn't you be if the person you voted for wasn®t
all you had thought he was?

Sincerely,

,,

Pezrl City, Hawaii 96782



Pearl City, Hawaii
96782

ATRMATL

STEWART L. UDALL
Secretary of the Interior
US Depart. of the Interior
Washington, D.C.
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Yale School df Me

The Honorable Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary,

Enclosed is a most simple-minded article from the New
Haven Register of Friday, May 19, 1967. To quote you, there
is a '"sad irony" indeed, and that "sad irony" is that you have
accrued so many benefits from your being a Mormon without
giving anything of yourself to the Church. For example, it
is well known in both Church and political circles that your
appointment as Secretary of the Interior came by virtue of
your supposed identification with the Mormon ethnic and cer-
tainly not from your marginal personal qualifications. In
these tactics, however, you have been most opportunistic.
When benefits for Mormons are to be derived you are first in
line, but you have effectively shielded yourself from any
responsibility for demonstrating your faith by blatantly dis-
claiming doctrines held sacred by worthy Mormons as merely
"borrowed superstitions."

We can only hope that your strange and uncalled for pro-
clamations will be recognized by thinking people as an ex-
tremely unethical attempt to embarrass Governor GCeorge Romney
of Michigan. May we suggest that you review his civil rights
record; it far outshines your ouwn.

Your parasitic relationship with the Church disqualifies
you from being its spokesman. Regarding the Negro position,
we look to a chosen prophet for revelation and not to a govern=-
ment offical who has given the Church little support for over

a quarter of a century and then sanctimoniously declares "surely

that day has come."

Respectfully,

Gicine
One South Strggt == -
New Haven, CofifectIcut
May 31, 1967 =% @3

-
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by
Udall ‘Decrzes

Mormon Church
- As Anti-Negro

SALT LAKE CITY (AP)—In-
terior Secretary Stewart L.
Udall, a member of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints, has challenged his
church’s doctrine of the ‘“‘divine
curse” of Negroes.

Udall, in a letter to the un-
official Mormon penod1ca1 “Di-
\alogue ” said it is “inevitahse
'that national attention would be
focused on what critics -have
called the ‘anti-Negro doctrine’
of the LDS church.”

Udall termed it a “sad irony”
( that the church denies ““full fell-
‘owship to the Negro.” Negroes
are not permitted info Mormon
priesthood, though the church
actively seeks Negro members.

‘The interior secretary wrote
that the church’s founding
'prophet, Joseph Smith, had
‘“strong pro-Negro leanings,”
and added that the LDS church |
later “settled for a compromise
with its own ideals based on a
borrowed superstition that the|
Negroes are under a divine|
curse.” i

“Every Mormon knows that|
his church teaches that the day|
will come when the Negro will [
be given full fellowship. Surely
that day has come,” Udall con-
tinued.

“Dialogue’ is edited at Palo
Alto, Calif., but is printed in
Salt Lake City. It is written by
 Mormon church members, bu
has no official church sanction.,

Officials at headquarters for
the 2.5-million-member church
in Salt Lake City declined com- \
ment.
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Granada Hills, ¢galif.
31 May 1967 = e

Stewart 1,. Udall
gecretary of Interior
House of Repres=ntatives pLigos
Jashington 25, D.C. Fo

Dear Bro. ydall,

S ey e
- ]

1t would seem upon examining vour written views on the
church and the Negro, that the vsords are a stream of conflict
and hypocrisy. Your words are barbs into the authenticity of the
rroprhet navid 0. Mcrkay as a prophet of nod--you have cast shadows.
How can you be so naive as to ndemand” a change in that
which was prophesidd; because you believe that the Church moves

political whims not by the pand of nod? The weak

h

in a circle o
/111 have doubts nourished, the strong will create pressures
which cannot but create havoc. HNaturally you have incurred the

rath of many but for what purpose, what 1s it you wish to g=in
by wrecking vengeance in ths guise of stimulating though and/aor
action--the colored vote? Unlikely. Do you 7izh to be God--
to whisper in the Ppropnet's ear your decisions? vYou have decided
and so it must bel!

in my opinion a Mormon democrat (who adheres to the present
day democrat platform) is one who places his shoes on the «rong
feet and tries to walk in society that way, each foot stepping
further apart until your doctrine is split up the middle, dissol-
ving into a phantom.

aranted a politician must build a shield for self-defense

from his '"enemies™, but many build a sarcophagus and bur them-

Ht

selves and their families from the face of man and cod.

gincerely, 5
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June 1, 1967

Stewart L Udall
Sec. of the Interior

Dear Brother Udall,

| just read your statements concerning the LDS church doctrine on the
eligibility of Negroes to hold the priesthood.

You state you have been a member of our church all your life. You must
surely realize that our church is directed by God the Eternal Father through
his living prophets and that all doctrine of our church has been revealed to
our Prophets.

Since this is true, how then can you expect any church doctrine be
changed by men for men sake? Men haven’t the power to change it. It has
been revealed by our Father in Heaven. We cannot their change the
revealed word of our Heavenly Father.

Although your statements may have caused untold damage or harm to our
church | hope you can discuss this with your Bishop. Then you will
understand this very important truth that our church doesn't teach the
doctrine of men but of our Father in Heaven.

Since this is true the very character of Mormonism can’t be distorted or
crippled by adherence to what our Heavenly Father has revealed.

In these latter days the gospel of Jesus Christ will surely be put to a test.
There will be a call from many who profess belief, that attitudes and



impressions be changed to benefit men. But, as | know, heavenly father will
reveal to his Prophet David O. McKay which way we should go.

| know without a doubt that we have a living prophet among us today, that
he is directed by heavenly father and not by his desires or the desires of
the world.

| leave you my testimony.

Sincerely

Fontana, California
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2 June 1967

Secretary Stewart L. Udall
Department of the Interior
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Erother Udall:

With reference to recent statements published in the newspapers, and
attributed to you, regarding your feelings that the "Mormon" Church should
do something about giving the priesthood to the negro, may I quote you the
following statement made by President Brigham Young, in the Bowery, Great
Salt Lake City, October 6, 1863:

"Ham will continue to be the servant of servants, as the Lord
has decreed, until the curse is removed. . . . Many of the
blacks are treated worse than we treat our dumb brutes; and
men will be called to Jjudgment for the way they have treated
the negro, and they will receive the condemnation of a guilty
conscience, by the just Judge whose attributes are justice
and truth.

Ham must be the servant of servants until the curse is re-
moved. Can you destroy the decrees of the Almichty? You
cannot. Yet our Christian brethren think that they are
going to overthrow the sentence of the Almighty upon the
seed of Ham. They cannot do that, though they may kill them
by thousands and tens of thousands,"

In case you are interested, you will find the atove statement on page
250 of Journal of Discourses, Volume 10, I think the above is pretty self-
explanatory, and if you believe as you should, that the above statement was
made by a Prophet of God, it should leave no doubt in your mind as to its
content, or the status of the negro, insofar as the Church is concerned.

Bountiful, Utah

VVR/ jh
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June 2, 1967

Stewart L Udall
Department of Interior
Washington D.C.

Dear Brother:

| read your article in ‘Dialogue’ pertaining to the acceptance of the Negro
into the Priesthood of our church and it brought to mind the saying "He who
knows nothing, speaks most about it."

| cannot help but believe you are not so presumptuous as to believe the
reasoning of man preempts the wisdom of God who "Reveals nothing
except through his Prophets"

If you were motivated to strike at Romney, you have a very graphic

example of those who try to stir sentiment against John F Kennedy for his
Catholic affiliation.

| am a good Democrat and | hope you will help keep the church and state
separated.

Respecitfully your Brother
I
I

Salt Lake City
Utah 83104
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SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA 95150

June 3, 1967

Secretary Stewsrt Udall
“ecletarv of Interior
Wa qungton, D. C.

Dear Mr, Udall:
I am writing in reference to your statement
published in the San Jose Mercury this May 19,
1667, in regards to the church mending its ways
and modernizing itself with the times. The item
commented on the fact that you were o life time
member and of the pioneer ! erltate of the Church
of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints. This
find hard to believe after a disgraceful comment
such as this unless, =ir, you are a member by
means of being born under the covenent and not an
active priesthood holder, Regardless, sir, I
suggest that you call your stake president and
request that your name be removed from the record
of the church.

I can thlnk of nothing more degrading than
to use a church, any cvurc‘, for fCllt¢Cﬁl motives,
I am not ecpec1d11' in favor of Romney, but I do
not approve of us*np your own religion and speaking
apawnqt something that is = rﬂveaTed commandment of

.

Goéd. 8ir, you are a disgrace to all humanity,

7 P

Cordially,~ e P

President

PD/nm




DON'T INTERFERE WITH GOD'S PURPOSES

The curse is not yet taken off from the sons of Canaan, neither will be
until it is affected by as great a power as caused it to come; and the people who
interfere the least with the purposes of God in this matter, will come under the least

condemnation before Him; and those who are determined to pursue a course, which

shows an opposition, and a feverish restlessness against the decrees of the Lord,

will learn, when perhaps it is too late for their own good, that God can do His own
work, without the aid of those who are not dictated by His counsel. "

Prophet Joseph Smith - 1836

( Doctrinal History of the Church 2:438)
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June 13, 1967

-

The Honorable Stewart L. Udall : j”f =5
The Department of Interior %’LJL# Ua e

Washington, D. C. 20525

Dear Brother Udall:

I was disturbed to read an article in the Los Angeleé‘Timé%
regarding your open letter to President David O. McKay about the

Negro Doctrine.

If your letter was not quoted correctly, I would

appreciate a copy of the original. Going on the assumption that
the article was correct, I would like to make the following

comments:

l.

I agree with you that each of us as members has
the privilege to question anything regarding
Doctrine that we do not completely understand or
agree with. However, there are proper channels
of authority and discreet methods of doing this
which I feel you have grossly violated and in
doing so have caused a great deal of harm to the
Church's public image and also have created
dissention, confusion, and dismay among the mem-
bers of the Church in general. You should have
presented your ideas to your Bishopric and then
to the stake presidency and finally to the First
Presidency. Also, and MOST important, this
should have been done in privacy and in a confi-
dential manner, rather than an open letter to a
publication that would eventually reach the gen-
eral mass media and gain nationwide publicity.

Your manner of handling your letter causes me and

the majority of members I have interviewed to
assume that you deliberately tried to embarrass
the Authorities and force their hand on a very
delicate problem.

Secondly, the wording of your letter indicates
that you were telling the General Authorities
what to do instead of voicing your personal
opinion in the form of a suggestion. You also
completely disregarded the fact that this Church
is run by Jesus Christ by direct revelation. We

do not have council meetings to debate and change

Doctrines. Your statement that the Lord is
speaking to us every day in the examples the
Negro people are setting, has such a protestant

ring to it that i'm wondering just how active you

are and how well read you are in regards to the
Standard Works.



Page Two
The Honorable Stewart L. Udall
June 13, 1967

I could go on and say many things in defense of the Negro
Doctrine, but I'm sure many people have written to you about
this already. My main point was to discuss the manner in which
you presented your ideas rather than the position you took.

I would like to know what your motives were and what you
were trying to accomplish.

Awaiting your reply, I remain,

Sincerely,

CSC:cfs .~ Lakewood, California 90712
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e B e
T

Mr. Stewart L. Uaall

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

Department of the Interior

“C” Street - Between I8th & 19th N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240



i /)
Mr. ano Mrs. [N PaM
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 91506

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I’m enclosing an article which | suggest you
read closely for [’m truly concerned how you,
as a "lLatter-Day Saint”, can castigate our
church in such an unjust manner.

To your way of thinking, a true Latter-Day Saint
may be a bigot and may not conform to "the

great stream of modern and social thoughts” --

but atleast true believers know that our Prophet’s
wisdom is far greater than that of others existing

on earth today -- and we dare not undo revelation
that took the struggle of thousands of people,
many of whom lost their lives, to defend!

| suggest you reconsider your unrelenting and
unpopular viewpoint -- for your own sake.

Cordially,

mﬂ,ﬂ :

Mrs.

June l4th



NO RETURN REQUESTED
SERVING THE MORMON COLONY IN CALIFORNIA
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VOLUME 30, NUMBER 21

_ time is here,” cause us to won-|

Docngs . . .

by NED REDDING, SR.
PR N N et

Look, Your Honor, and
you shall see,
How close that
Motorist was driving
ahead of me!
* * -

W PH . . . Behold a
new prophet has appeared in the
person of Interior -Secretary Ste-
wart L. Udall, who wrote an un-
solicited letter to Dialogue pro-
claiming that “Every Mormon
knows that his church teaches
that the day will come when the
Negro will be given full fellow-
ship, Surely that day has come.
All around us the Negro is prov- |
ing his worth when accepted into
the society of free men.” His
words “surely that day has come,
coupled with his other words in
the letter, ‘“‘surely God is speak-
ing to us now. telling us that the

der if the secretary hasn’t placed
himself into the catagory of an
unsolicited oracle as well as un-
solicited correspondent . . . He
says the ‘‘divine curse concept
which is so commonly held|
among our people runs counter
to the great stream of modern
religious and soeial thought.”
Continuing he says the ‘‘issue
must be resolved not by pious|
moralistic platitudes but by clear |
and explicit pronouncements and |
decisions that come to grips with |
the imperieis truths of the con-|
temporary world,” adding that it
must be resolved but “not be-
cause we desire to conform.” Yet
it is clearly evident that conform-
ity is an important factor with

him. Flse why his dedicated con- |
cern over doctrine running counter
to the ‘‘great stream of modern
religious and social thought.” It
is a politicians nature to be all

things to all people. No politician
Tuns counter to the ‘‘great
stream.” Statesmen often do.
When God the Father and His‘
Son Jesus Christ appeared to the
Prophet Joseph Smith in Ameri-
ca 1820, it was counter to all
religious and social thought. It’
is still counter to the great)
stream. Take this and all other
incidents relative to the “restora-
tion of all things” out of the Mor-
mon Church, plus perhaps, the
removal of tithe paying, and see
how fast the Secretary’s desires:
could be fulfilled. But Mormon-
ism would be only a hollow shell
among shells, k

FAST SWITCH . . . Udafl turns
from a self-styled oracle to that |
of an outright adversary, when
he says the issue must be re-
solved “not because we want to|
atone for an affront to a whole§
race,” but it must be “resolved|
because we are wrong and it is|
past the time when we should
have seen the right” .. . At the
outset the Secretary lays a false
foundation for the premise of his
letter, when he writes that the|
“restriction now imposed on Ne-!
gro fellowshin has no resl sanc-|

DOINGS

. (Continued from Page 1)
tion in essential Mormon

thought.” A demogogic devise to|

build a straw man only to knock
it down.

FOUNDATION NECESSARY
... No one can understand the
Mormon position on the Negro
and the Priesthood without know-
ing something about the life be-
for this earth life, To fully un-
derstand it, he must also have a

knowledge of the Mormon Re-|

storation Story and a testimony
to its authenticity. With such a
solid base we recommend read-
ing Prophet David O. McKay’s
letter Nov. 3, 1947 to John E.
Denhalter, a student at the Uni-
versity of Utah. Reprinted twice
in the California Intermountain

News, the most reeent edition |
being Dec.. 19, 1966, reprints of |

which are available by sending a
self addressed stamped envelope
to the News; also the letter is
published in the book, “Mormon-
ism and the Negro.”
ESSENTIAL THOUGHT . ..
From the ordained Prophet of

this day ‘“‘essential Mormon
thought” on the subject is mas-
terfully established as having its
beginning before the foundations
of the earth were laid. Pinpoint-
ing a group of Abraham’s pos-
terity-to-be and before them the
Patriarchal line-to-be, the Lord
said: “These I will make my
rulers . . . Abraham, thou art
one of them, thou wast chosen
before thou wast born.” (Abra-
ham _ 3:25). Which corresponds
with Paul’s understanding of a
pre-earth life determination when
he told the Athenians (Acts 17:26
God had “made of one blood all
nations of men for to dwell on
all the face of the earth, and
hath determined the times be-
fore appointed and the bounds of
their habitation, The Lord identi-
fies those spirits from among the
rest of the spirits now residing as
mortals in this earth life, when
He said: (Deut-7-6-8) “For thou
art an holy ‘people unto the
Lord thy God; the Lord hath
chosen thee to be a special peo-
ple unto himself, above all peo-
ple that are upon the face of
the earth.” The Lord tells Moses
they were chosen because of his
love and because “he would keep
the oath which he had sworn un-

to their fathers.” Abraham was
one of the fathers, for the Lord
here was speaking about the
House of Israel, direct descend-
ents of Abraham. The House of
Israel includes not the Jewish
people alone, as many suppose,
but all twelve tribes including the
Mormons, most of whom come
through Ephraim, son of Joseph,
son of Jacob (Israel).
PRIESTHOOD ORDINATION
. . . Every Prophet was ordained
by God Himself before he came
to earth as Jeremiah the Prophet
‘states, under inspiration (Jer 1:4-
IS): Then the word of the Lord
came unto me saying: “Before I
formed thee in the belly I knew
thee; and before thou camest
forth out of the womb I sanctified
thee, and T ordained thee a pro-
phet unto the nations.’ Paul talks
about two Priesthoods, the Levi-
tical, also known as the Aaronic
Priesthood, and the Melchizedek
Priesthood (Hebrews chapters 5,
6 -and 7). He understood about
oaths, promises, and the eternal
and ‘“‘unchangeable priesthood.” |
It is this Priesthood which is the




power vested in the Lord’s “rul-|

ers”, executive staff, leadership,
“special people.”

NO ENVY, NO JEALOUSY ...
Prophet McKay said in his letter
that by the ‘“operation of some
eternal law with which man is
yet unfamiliar, spirits came
through parentages for which
they are worthy . . . there could
exist no feeling of envy or of
jealousy among the other spirits,
for those who were ‘good and
great’ were but receiving their
just reward” .. . The Priesthood
came through the Patriarchal
line from Adam to Noah and]
from Shem (through the ﬂood)[
to Abraham, Isaac and Israel
(Jacob). - |

MARK OF PROTECTION . . .
Cain slew Abel and the Lord said,
“Now art thou cursed from the
earth . ., . when thou tillest the)
ground it shall not henceforthf
yield unto thee her strength; #
fugitive and a vagabond shalt
thou be in the earth.” After hear-
ing a plea from Cain, the Lord
said, ‘‘Whosoever slayeth Cain,
vengeance shall be taken on him
sevenfold.” And the Lord set a
mark upon Cain, lest any finding
him should kill him. (Gen, 4:11,
15). In the original Genesis,
Moses 7:7-8, Pearl of Great Price,
Enoch is being shown and told
events of history of which one
event talks of the people of Cana-
an whose land ‘“‘shall be barren |
and unfruitful, and none other
people shall dwell there but the!
people of Canaan, for behold the
Lord shall curse the land with
much heat and the barrenness
thereof shall go forth forever;
and there was a blackness came
upon all the children of Canaan,
that they were dispised among all |
people.” And in verse 22 Enoch
beheld the “residue of the people
which were the sons of Adam;
and they were a mixture of all
the seed of Adam save it was the
seed of Cain, for the seed of Cain
were black, and had net place
among them.” %

“RIGHT OF PRIESTHOOD Eids
In the Book of Abraham, chapter
(1:21-27), Abraham tells of al
grandson of Noah through the|
loins of Ham who “‘was a partak-
er of the blood of the Canaanites}
by birth’” . | | and “from Ham
sprang that race which preserved
the curse in the land,” by which
the grandson “could not have the
right of Priesthood.” Genesis in
the Bible gives a hint of such
action when Noah said of Canaan, |

a son of Ham:: “Cursed be Ca-
nhaan a servant of servants shall
'he be unto his brethren,”

FOUNDED NATIONS . . . Ham

daughter, Egyptus, discovered

of the first government. This is

Priesthood and was a partaker of |
the blood of the Canaanites.
Ham’s wife was also named
Egyptus, “which in Chaldean sig-
nifies Egypt which signifies that
which is forbidden. (Abr. 3:23-
25). Cush gave his name to what |
we know today as Ethiopia, while |

Mizraim is the common name for
Egypt. Phut signifies Libya; and
Canaan gave his name, first to
the maritime plains of Palestine
and Iater to all the land west of
Jordan River . . . For a further
treatment of early Egypt and the |
switch from the seed of Ham to|
the Hyksos Kings of the seed of
Shem (Abrahamic line) in which
dynasty Joseph becomes Prime
Minister and marries a royal
princess, whereby they become |
parents of Manasseh and Ephri- |
am, see two excellent articles, |
one by Elder Joseph Fielding |
Smith, Improvement Era Vol. 24|
Dec. 1920 and one by E. Cecil
McGavin, Era Vel. 30, Feb. 1927,
DISCRIMINATION . . . The
Lord owes nothing to anyone,
Rather, we owe him much more
than we will ever be able to re-
pay. Those called to Priesthood
Leadership need have no one |

the Church. Selection was not |
based on bias nor discrimination |
but upon individual merit, just as|
surely as will the outcome of this
earth-life be judged upon individ-
ual achievements. Designation re-
sulting from an earned right is
not discrimination, the late Henry |
D. Moyle said. As mentioned at |
the outset, the key to understand- |
ing the right of Priesthood rests
upon the knowledge that the roots |
were firmly set long before earth-

life began.
RESPONSIBILITY , . . The
grave responsibility of bear-

ing the Priesthood can not be
over-stressed. It is not a fun
game. The Prophet Joseph Smith
spent six months in a Missouri
jail. While there he received
these words on Priesthood: ‘“That
the rights of the priesthood are

had four sons, Cush, Mizraim, |
Phut and Canaan (Gen. 10:6). A |

Egypt and settled her sons on it, |
the eldest becoming Pharaoh of |

the grandson through Ham’s|
daughter who could not have the |

apologize for it—within or without| -

inseparably connected with tpe

powers of heaven, and that the
powers of heaven cannot be con-
trolled nor handled only upon the‘
principles of righteousness. That
they may be conferred upon us,
it is true: but when we undermke"
to cover our sins, or to gratify
our pride, our vain ambitions, or
to exercise control or dominion
or compulsion upon the souls of
the children of men, in any de-
gree of unrighteousness, behold
the heavens withdraw them-
selves; the Spirit of the Lord is
rgrieved; and when it is with-

’drawn, Amen to the priesthood or
the authority of that man. Be-
hold, ere he is aware, he is left
unto himself, to kick against the
pricks, to persecute the saints,
and to fight against Ged. We
have learned by sad experience
that it is the nature and disposi-
tion of almost all men, as soon as

they get a little authority, as they

suppose, they will immediately
begin to exercise unrighteous do-
minion, Hence many are called,
but few are chosen. No power or
influence can or ought to be
maintained by virtue of the
priesthood, only by persuasion, by

long-suffering, by gentleness and
meekness, and by love unfeigned;
By kindness, and pure knowledge,
which shall greatly enlarge the
soul without hypocrisy, and with-
out guile — Reproving betimes
with sharpness, when moved up-
on by the Holy Ghost; and then
| showing forth afterwards an in-
crease of love toward him whom
thou hast reproved, lest he es:
teem thee to be his enemy.” (D(
121:36-46) j
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June 20, 1967

Interior Secretary Udall:

Dear Mr. Udall:

Regarding your article "Udall urges Mormons to End Negro Bias” which
recently appeared in the Los Angeles Times, | wish to inform you that many
people including myself think that you're absolutely wrong in your ideas and
behavior. The fifth article of faith says "we believe that a man must be
called of God, by prophecy, and by the laying on of hands, by those who
are in authority to preach the gospel and administer in the ordinances
thereof”

What right and authority have you to teach doctrine which is contrary to the
earliest church and try to make it appear as church doctrine?

| hope Pres McKay, who has power and authority, will tell you to mind your
own business and not informed, predict or prophesy regarding the doctrine
of the LDS church.

| wish the leaders of our country, including you, would consider what is best
for our society and country instead of: What will this stand or philosophy do
for me politically.

You have authority to tell others when to open and close headgates on big
dams, but please don't assume that you have any right nor power to tell the
leaders of the LDS church what they should do.

Yours truly
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June 28, 1967

Anvill Udall o]
Secretary of Intern
Washington, D. C,

Dear Brother:

I am writing this letter to you because I feel that you don't
understand what you have said, if it is true what I have read in the
news paper, I recently read a news article wherein you want the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints to voluntarily permit the
Negro to hold the Priesthood in the church, The article stated that
you and your parents belonged to the Church.

I would like to ask you how can you get the Lord to come and
give a revelation when and what you want? We believe that the L.D.S.
Church is led by revelation and this information has to come from
God and it is his desire and not mans wishes toward his people.

If you really think what was printed in the news article as what
should be done, you are heading toward apostasy, you cannot afford
to be influenced by Satin this way.

If you believe that the Church is lead by a prophet and that it
is guided by the Lord then you will believe that the Negro will someday
get his rightfull place in the Kingdom of God, As it is now, he is
better off than you and I as he will go to Heaven without working for
it. The Lord will not keep a person out of Heaven because he cannot
hold the Priesthood if it is not time for him to hold this office.
On the other hand if a person is permitted to hold this office as you
and I, we have to keep the Sabbath Day holy, pay an honest tithing,
observe the Word of Wisdom, go to the Temple for ourself and those that
have gone on before us, and do all the things that a priesthood holder
has to do. If we don't there is only one place for us to go and that
is to Hell with Satin and his Angels, But the Negro only has to be
Baptized, and keep the commandments of God but all the extra work
connected with the Priesthood he does not need to do, because God does
not require it of him, In other words he is a favored child of God
and not one that is deprived of salvation,

The Negro cannot be a Son of Perdition but you and I can; why,
because we hold the Priesthood of God in the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter Day Saints,



Now if you don't hold the Priesthood, then you should, because

God has commanded that all that can must, gather knowledge as man
cannot be saved in ignorence.

I don't suppose I will hear from you but I would like to. If

I can be of any help to you in gaining a Testimony of God, I will
be more than glad to do it.

May the Lord bless you and give you the guidance you desire.

I remain your Brother,

BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA
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Gravity Hill, Calif
Aug. 27, 1967

Stewart L Udall, Sec of Interior
Washington D.C.
Dear Brother Udall.

| suppose that you have received many letters from Church members and
non-members commenting on your views regarding the church and the
Negro. An article in today's Los Angeles Times quotes you as being highly
critical of so-called church discrimination against the Negro. | am well
aware of our individual right to our own opinions, and, | exercise it
frequently. However, this question is not one in which | feel that any
remember is qualified to judge. | am sure that you are aware that we should
support church authorities in all matters pertaining to our spiritual welfare. |
do, and | do not question the wisdom. | think you should too.

The article as reported from ‘Dialogue’ quotes you as saying “Surely God is
speaking to us now” | would like to say that | have not seen or heard any
message from God on the Negro situation, and if President McKay has, he
has not as yet revealed it. One thing | would like to make clear, God does
not speak to us as individuals or collectively except on matters that pertain
only to us as individuals. He has a prophet upon the earth and He speaks
to him!

Now | would like to discuss the matter of the Negro. | live in a widely
integrated community, we have several large Negro settlements in the
valley area, and have a large number of scattered throughout our several
cities here. | come in contact with them every day, many are my customers.



Frequently | have an opportunity to discuss world affairs, their problem and
sometimes the Church.

We have many well educated intelligent Negroes who live and work here,
and | have discussed our church and the limitations placed upon the Negro
in it. | have been pleasantly surprised at times to find that many of them
agree with this limitation. Their belief is that God in his own time will
remove this limitation and that as promised by biblical and modern-day
prophecy, they, the Negroes, will have the same opportunities as all other
men.

| believe that anyone who really has faith in God believes this too, after all,
is not this mortal existence a place to test our faith in him, and in ultimate
justice for all men.

It seems to me brother Udall that we sometimes get carried away with a
feeling of our own importance, and we tend to forget that we are still
subject to God's will. "Trust in the Lord with all the heart, and lean not
Online own understanding “ This was our mutual theme a few years ago,
and | think it appropriate that we all take a fresh look at that passage of
scripture.

May God bless you brother Udall and may you serve him well wherever
you go. Remember, that as a member of his church you are to be a light to
a darkened world. We have the truth, so let us hold it high for others to see.

Trust in God and in his Prophet, for he is God's mouthpiece.

Sincerely yours

Brother NG
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Yucaipa Cal
Aug 28, 1967

Mr. Stewart Udall
Washington D.C.

Dear Sir:

The intent of this letter is not to be critical of your position as Secty of the
Interior, rather it is an expression of my deep concern regarding your
newspaper statements in connection with the Mormon Church versus the
negro. To my thinking it is about a low of a blow you could make regarding
our Church (myself being an LDS) and the biggest motive | can think of in
your making such statements as “now is the time to bring the negro into full
fellowship” etc. etc. can only be based on desperate political expediency in
bid for votes in the coming election. Your statements show a dire lack of
faith that when the proper time has come our Prophet David O. McKay will
reveal it - and | have confidence such rabel rousing as yours will in no
degree rush that time. | further feel that IF | were a Democrat your
statements would be a disservice to the party. Should you feel your
political needs require the negro support then | for one suggest - most
strongly - leave the Mormon Church out of it.

yours truly
I
I

Yucaipa Cal
92399
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Glendale, California 91202
September 1, 1967

Hon. Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Udall:

I am not a member of the Mormon Church, but am interested
in your stand on a number of things.

Would appreciate knowing what Priesthood jrou hold, what
offices you have held in the Church. Would also like to know
what Ward you reside in and in what State.

It was my understanding that you were inactive for a number
of years and it would be interesting to know when you again

became active and in a position to speak for the Mormon Church.

Thank you for any information you might have for me.

Sincerely,

(Mrs.)
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North Hollywood,California.

July 19,1967.
Mr. Stewart Udell,

. &«

o= = v

Secretary o £ Lnterior, ' r~ =

U.S.CAPITOL, = =5
Washington,D.C.

Dear Sir:

The inclosed clipping is "Self" explanatory?éﬁd;é
disgrace for you, claiming (if you do) to be a member of
our church.

a3

W e wonder who you think you are, a "perfect"
b

big shot, telling the rest of the members what to do in

a very"sticky" question. We do not need your advice as

as we know your origim, Arizona wilds, bragging,bragging

sour young life away and we know now what you "wouldn't"

do to help your own church, or do you acknowledge membership.

My husband knew and grew up with all the numerouss

Udalls and know what they would do for their own skip for
their own point and now we haveone of your family (to put
up with) in our ward, Studio City, Burbank Stake,California

and he is just your type and ho one "loves" him. Mr. Douglas
Udall.

We say again, "Just who do you think you are wriging
like that. At least spare your church public news like that

We are going to see that you don't get "in" the

Government again, you have had your say.
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to End Negro Bias

Interior Secretary Challenges Church
to Admit Race to Full Membership

PALO ALTO (UPI)—
Interior Secretary Stewart
L. Udall has challenged
the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints to end
its discrimination against
Negroes by admitting
them to full membership.

"The restriction now
imposed on Negro fellow-
ship has no real sanction
in . essential Mormon

thought," Udall, a lifelong

member, said in a letter to
Dialogue, a magazine for
Mormons edited by two
Stanford University staff
members. ;

The church allows Ne-
groes to become mem-
bers, but bars them from
membership in the priest-
hood, to which nearly all
Mormon men and teen-age
boys belong. Only mem-
bers of the priesthood may
hold leadership posts,
even on the local level.

Believed Cursed

Mormons believe
Negroes are cursed by God
for their activities in a
previous existence.

The Mormon attitude
toward the Negro has
political ramifications be-
cause of the potential
Presidential candidacy of
Michigan Gov. George

Romney, a member of the

faith.

In Lansing, Mich,
Romney said Udall's call
for a change in church
policy "cannot serve any
useful religious service."

Romney. stuck by his
position that Mormon doc-
trine is not determined by
the church's membership.

The governor said in a
statement issued by his

office that Udall's articlz !

in Dialogue and a let* «

President David McKay of
the church were written
"only as an expression of
his viewpoint as a member
of the church.

"In light of the fact that
church doctrine is not
determined by the atti-
tude and expression of the
individual members or the
leadership, he knows as do
all other informed mem-
bers of the faith that his
method of accomplishing
the religious objective he
seeks cannot serve' any
useful religious service."

Romney has insisted the
Mormon doctrine should
not be a factor in his
political future because he
did not draw it up and,
under the doctrine, had no
role in trying to change it.

Calls for Courage

Earlier Romney had said
"if my church prevented
me in any way from
dedicating myself to the
removal of social injustice
and racial discrimination,
I would not belong to it.

‘But such is not the case."

Udall called on the pre-
sent leadership of the LDS
church to show the same
"genuine courage" dis-
played by 19th century
Mormon leaders when
they renounced the doc-

y &y FGF ™2
?[.sif/ 20 [,
{

J

trine of polygamy.
"Every Mormon knows
that his chureh teaches
that the day will come
when the Negro will be
given full fellowship,"
Udall wrote. "Surely that
day has come. All around
us the Negro is proving
his worth when accepted

- into the society of free

men ... surely God is
speaking to us now, telling
us that the time is here."
The interior secretary,
whose grandparents were
among the Mormons who
settled northern Arizona,
said, "The divine curse
concept which is so com-
monly held among our
people runs counter to the
great stream of modern
religious and social
thought." 7

Warns of Scrutiny

He warned that the
church's position would
undergo increasing scruti-
ny and said the issue must
be resolved—"resolved not
by pious moralistic plati-
tudes but by clear and
explicit
and decisions that come to
grips with the imperious
truths of the contempora-
ry world.

"It must be resolved not
because we desire to con-
form, or because we want
to atone for an affront to a
whole race. It must be
resolved because we are
wrong and it is past the
time when we should have
seen the right.

"We violate the rights

and dignity of our Negro |

brothers, and for this we

‘bear a measure of guilt;

pronouncements |

_but surely we harm our-

selves even more."

G. Wesley Johnson, one
of Dialpgue's managing
editors, said the letter had
arrived unsolicited from
Udall. It was released

{

1
Thirsday.- S CSoba EhEam)
The quarterly has a'
circulation of 7,500 and
has published five pre-"
vious issues. It has no
connection with the LDS
church.
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Letter 4/



Sept 5, 1967
Dear Mr. Udall,
Stop trying to be the Prophet!!!

A good Mormon sustains the leaders of his church. Are you a good
Mormon? If you’ve been thru the temple you have stated that you would
uphold the leaders of our church.

Why do you publicly try to force the Prophet to change the church’s
position?

Sincerely

Mrs.

| am speaking for IS Eanhannhannnn DR
I, I 2nd many Mormons in this area.

Bradenton
Florida
33505
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Letter sent by Mormon Apostle
Spencer W Kimball
to Stewart Udall
in response to “Dialogue” letter



THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

THeE Coun~ciL oF THE TWELVE
47 E. SOUTH TEMPLE STREET

SaLt LAKE City, UTAH

May 25, 1967 = i"? w
i s -
o

Mr. Stewart L. Udall e W
Secretary of Interior i =
Department of the Interior 2
Washington, D. C. 20240 =3

Dear Stewart:

These days, papers and magazines are flooded with articles relating
to this matter written by people relatively unknown. Most of them are
rehashes. All of them show a woeful ignorance of the subject they so
presumptiously attempt to treat.

I never dignify any of them with a reply or comment but you have
sent me a copy of your letter to President McKay with a personal note
attached. I am acknowledging that note and my brief reply is to you
personally.

Stewart, I cannot believe it! You wouldn't presume to command your
God nor to make demand of a Prophet of God! I wish you had edited it
after fasting and prayer. I am not surprised at the Browns and the Greens
and the Blacks for they perhaps do not know better but you with your
background!

For days now, I have deliberated long and earnestly, trying to assess
a motive. It couldn't be politics--you would not stoop to that; it coudn't
be money--you have enough for your needs. Surely, it couldn't be for
prestige and renown--you have that in great abundance. It couldn't be
hate or revenge or disloyalty, I am sure. I know you have regard for your
forebears and for your people. I have kept wanting to think it was the
result of a sincere but ill-advised effort in behalf of the welfare of a
minority. I have tried to believe that you just did not understand.

I have watched you climb to high places in the secular world. I
have seen your picture numerous times in countless places. I have read
many of your pronouncements and in much that you have done and said, I
have been proud of you.

But my dear Stewart, neither your eminence in secular matters nor
your prominence in government circles has justified you in any such
monumental presumption. You are here with a little boulder in your hand,
but out there beyond this earth is a sun, a galaxy, a universe. You too
have clothed this whole matter in ragged, human apparel.



Mr. Stewart L. Udall
May 25, 1967
Page 2

To such presumption, I must quote the Lord:

"And thou shalt not command him who is at thy head,
and at the head of the church." D&C 28:6

Stewart, I earnestly hope this note may be for your good. I am not
angry with you. I am sorry for you.

Sincere kind wishes.

E(althf)rlly yours ,/ﬁ]"'"‘“‘“““‘
" /,» // N

S~ .
) [’\\./

e 1/""“*:/;(,«,/ 4 L
—/ Spencer W. Kimball —

SWK:vs



Letter sent by Mormon Apostle
Delbert Stapley
to Stewart Udall

in response to “Dialogue” Letter
with inclusions



THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

Tue Counciu oF THE TWELVE
47 E. SOUTH TEMPLE STREET

SavLt LAkKE Crty, UTAH

May 26, 1967

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTTAL

Honorable Stewart L. Udall
Secretary of the Interior
Washington, D.C.

Dear Stew:

Thanks for your thoughtfulness sending me a copy of your letter
dated May 16 to President David 0. McKay; also a copy of your
article "An Appeal for Full Fellowship For the Negro'", which is to
appear in the Dialogue Magazine. This article you released to the
press for national consumption.

No one will question your right to make such a statement, but I
sincerely believe you should have submitted the article here to
determine the facts before releasing it to the press, because there
are some mis-statements. Your statement has done the church a
great dis-service. Any misunderstandings within the church should
be ironed out among ourselves and not paraded before the world.

I can visualize your article being a stumbling block to George
Romney if he decides to run for President. It certainly creates
many difficult problems to him and any other church member seeking
State or National office. We in the church, must remember that
instruction and guidance come down from above and not from below,
otherwise this church would just be another church.

As you know, the Apostle Paul writing to the Corinthian saints

said that the things of man are understood by the spirit of man
but the things of God are understood by the spirit of God. Man
does not know the mind and will of God, therefore he is not in

position to declare against the things God has revealed.

In this article you stated that the Prophet Joseph Smith was pro-
negro. I don't think the prophet was against the negroes, however
it appears you are not familiar with some of the statements made by
him concerning this race of people. 1In his teachings, as compiled
by President Joseph Fielding Smith, page 269, under status of the
negro, we find the following statement recorded:

"At 5 went to Mr. Sollars with Elders Hyde and Richards.
Elder Hyde inquired the situation of the negro. I replied,



#2 Honorable Stewart L. Udall May 26, 1967

they came into the world slaves, mentally and physically.
Change their situation with the whites, and they would be
like them. They have souls, and are subjects of salvation.
Go into Cincinnati or any city and find an educated negro
who rides in his carriage, and you will see a man who has
risen by the powers of his own mind to his exalted state of
respectability. The slaves in Washington are more refined
than many in high places, and the black boys will take the
shine off many of those they brush and wait on. Elder Hyde
remarked, 'Put them on the level, and they will rise above
me'., I replied, if I raised you to be my equal, and then
attempted to oppress you, would you not be indignant and try
to rise above me, as did Oliver Cowdery, Peter Whitmer, and
many others, who said I was a fallen prophet, and they were
capable of leading the people although I never attempted to
oppress them, but have always been lifting them up?"

Then this significant statement:
'""Had I anything to do with the negro, I would confine them by

strict law to their own species, and put them on a national
equalization."

Again, in the 'History of the Church", volume II, commencing at

page 436, the prophet expresses his views on abolition. I am attaching
hereto his statement and ask you to pay particular attention to the
last paragraph on page 438 which I have underlined. Also refer to
Abraham, lst Chapter, the 21 to 27 verses inclusive.

Now Stewart, you know the Lord has a chosen people who stem through

the loins of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the twelve sons of Jacob.

The children of Israel were forbidden by the Lord to take wives not

only from the descendants of Cain and Ham but from the other nations
among whom the children of Israel sojourned. The Apostle Peter

said of them:

'""But ye are chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light:

'"Which in time past were not a people, but are now the
people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have
obtained merch." (lst Peter 2:9-10).
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In Exodus, chapter 6, the 7th verse, the Lord said:
"And I will take you to me for a people."

It was through Israel, particularly through his son Joseph, that

all nations of the earth were to be blessed in the latter days. Now
can we accuse God of not knowing what he is doing? Because he does
not agree with the concepts of man today doesn't prove him wrong.

The atheist or the non-christian does not prove that the savior was
not the son of God, our law-giver, redeemer and king. What God does
man should not attempt to interfere. God himself placed the curse
upon the negro and it is up to him and not to man to lift that curse.
The church cannot lift the restriction against the negro until God
authorizes it. As to the timing, or if it ever occurs, we do not
know but must assume that if a negro accepts and lives the gospel,
even though there may be some limitations, his opportunities eternally
place him in a more favorable position to be rewarded for his faith-
fulness. We have many negro members in the church. The greater part
of them are very faithful and devoted, yet are cognizant of their
limitations. We try to be helpful to those who become church members.
Because men want to change the order God has ordained does not mean
that the good Lord will approve.

Now our company employ negroes. One has been with us over 35 years.
We hold these negro employees in high regard and place much confidence
in them. I don't want you to think I hold anything against the negro,
but I fully support the teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith and the
teachings of the Lord as given to Father Abraham. The extremeists

of modern religious and social thought mentioned by you does not
justify repudiating the counsels and the acts of our God. You know,
as well as I do, that all men are not created equal. We learn this
fact from the Book of Abraham also. It is true we may have equal
rights, opportunities and privileges, but that doesn't mean that we
are all equally endowed. We have leaders, we have followers and those
in between. Some are rich, some are poor, some enjoy good health,
some are weighted down by their physical ailments. Because the people,
among whom Christ lived, did not receive him as their Lord and
Redeemer, doesn't disprove his divine status. There are hundreds of
millions of people who do not believe in the Christ and many who do
not believe in God but that doesn't prove they both do not exist.

I am including a recent letter addressed to President David O. McKay
written by John E. Olson, Jr., M.D., dated May 2, 1967.

Now Stew, this letter is for your own consumption. I don't believe
any one here intends to excite controversy over your article. It
would only add fuel to the fire and nothing is to be gained. This



#4 Honorable Stewart L. Udall May 26, 1967

outburst is unfortunate. A few other brethren have been guilty of
attempting to destroy the image of the church. I am sure the work

of the Lord will continue to go forward because the destiny of his
latter day kingdom is clear. 1In spite of oppositions and road blocks,
the good Lord will look after his own. I have this confidence and
testimony. This letter does not require an answer. I am writing
accepting full personal responsibility for it. I appreciate my
friendship with you and the Udall families for whom I have great love
and respect.

Delbert L. Stapley

DLS:jl

Enc.

P.S. Again I request that this letter, or any part of it, is not
given to the press nor is the letter to be used in any way. You are
a member of the church and I thought that you personally should have
the information I am sending you. It is not to be shared with any one
else. The present National situation will be greatly aggravated

should it fall into other hands. I know I can trust you with its

contents,.
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PHONE 295-9467 : HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
AREA CODE 801

/ JOHN E. OLSON, JR., M.D.
BOUNTIFUL PROFESSIONAL PLAZA
1480 SOUTH ORCHARD DRIVE BOUNTIFUL, UTAH

May: 2, 1967

President David 0, McKay

Caurch of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
47 East South Temple

S5alt Lake City, Utah

Dear President McKay:

I read with interest the article about the Church in the recent
April 14th issue of Time Magazine. The bias of Time Magazine for a
"would be" liberal Mormonism and theology in accord with secular pre-
cepts and "Situational Ethics" rather than the eternal truths of the
gospel of Jesus Christ, eéspecially the principle of revelation, is
obvious. The article skillfully presents the usual image of overflow-
ing objectivity. It makes me ever more appreclative of the wonderful
leadersnip the Lord has chosen for His Church in our day: a prophet
and apostles at the head. ‘

I recall the late President J. Reuben Clark in his most timely
warning to the youth in the Church to beware of "so-called intellect-
uals" who were really "pigmies in spiritual truths compared with the
inspired prophets of God.ﬁ I’am sure the Lord is capable of knowing
Wwnen =nd what revelations are needed by His beloved prophet without
the learned academician, Professor J. D. Williams, continually re-
ninding the prophet through the public news media what he believes
they should be, and when, according to his interpretation of exten-
uating political and social circumstances, the alleged Negro and
Priesthood problem notwithstanding., W#ithin the past year I have
heard the good Professor Williams speak out at an LDS meeting on the
alleged problems now confronting the Church because of its doctrine
on the Negro and the Priesthood. IHe rejected the teachings of the
prophets on the subject. He taught the Negro came simply because of
'‘climatic and cultural factors." If the audience would have been
young people he would have made many converts due to his dynamic
personality and pgrsuasive talents,

Kay the Lord continue to bless and comfort you as His prophet
nere upon the earth., I am eternally thankful to my Heavenly . Father
that the Lord directs His Church through His prophet and apostles,
and not by self-appointed "so-called intellectuals."

CC: The First Presidency
The Council of the Twelve




RELIGION

MORMONS

Prosperity & Protest

Last week 8,000 members of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints gathered in Salt Lake City’s
Mormon Tabernacle to commemorate
the 137th anniversary of the founding
of the largest and strongest made-in-
America faith. As usual, church leaders
presented impressive testimonials to the
thriving success of Mormonism. Since
1940, membership in the church has
more than tripled, to 2,600,000. Last
year alone, the church gained 117,000
new members. Two-thirds of the new-
comers were converts netted by the 12,-
800 Mormon missionaries who toil
from New England to New Zealand.

Financially, the church is thriving
too. The vast Mormon-owned business
enterprises—ranging from Utah’s larg-
est department store to a 360,000-acre
Florida cattle ranch—help produce an
income that some church observers esti-
mate at $1,000,000 per day. The exact
total is a closely guarded church secret.

Updating Doctrine. Outwardly se-
cure and successful, the unique religion
created by Joseph Smith and carried to
Utah by Brigham Young is nonetheless
at a testing time. Much as in the
churches of mainstream Christianity,
Mormonism is being prodded out of its
old ways by a new generation of believ-
ers who temper loyalty to the faith with
a conviction that its doctrines need up-
dating. Worried about the relevance of
Mormonism, some of them are all but
openly critical of the policies fostered
by the church’s venerable, conservative
hierarchy, headed by President David
O. McKay, 93, and his Council of the
Twelve Apostles.

Latter-Day Saints can now question
some of the church’s peculiar disciplines
without being stigmatized by their
neighbors. Although the U.S. Surgeon
General’s report on smoking confirmed

DANN ARMSTRONG

the Mormon conviction that tobacco is
an evil, there is widespread feeling that
the church should relax its ban on cof-
fee and tea. “A lot of good Mormons
drink coffee now,” says one Utah saint.
“The church should not make its prohi-
bition a commandment.” Still another
quaint tradition is the Mormons’ use of
“temple garments”—a torso-covering
form of underclothing signifying their
covenant with the Lord—which devout
believers, both women and men, are ex-
pected to wear.

A more serious complaint is that
Mormonism is too much concerned
with the perfection of its own organiza-
tion, too little with the problems of the
world. J. D. Williams, a professor of po-
litical science at the University of Utah
and a former member of a stake (dio-
cese) high council, argues: “It’s time
that the church indicated its concern for
more things than simply internal struc-
ture and processes.” He notes that the
Salt Lake City League of Women Vot-
ers, in a city that is 52% Mormon,
is almost exclusively staffed by “Gen-
tiles” (non-Mormons). Church members
should devote more of their energies to
politics and community service.

Un-Christian & Unsound. The doc-
trine most under fire within the church
is the traditional teaching that Negroes,
the cursed sons of Cain, are not eligible
for the priesthood, which is open to
males of every other race when they
reach the age of twelve. (Negroes, how-
ever, can join the church and are not
excluded from the Mormon concept of
heaven.) Williams calls it “un-Christian
and theologically unsound,” says that
the teaching “looks so anachronistic
that it engenders hostility in the world
around us.”

Interior Secretary Stewart Udall, a
Mormon who describes himself as
“deeply troubled by the issue,” says that
the church’s policy “is like granting citi-
zenship and saying ‘you can’t hold of-

GEORGE BETTRIDGE

McKAY (IN WHEELCHAIR) & ASSISTANTS
Revelation acoming—but when?

fice.”” The nation’s best-known Mor-
mon, Michigan Governor George Rom-
ney, has refrained from calling for a
change in the doctrine, in deference to
the authority of his church’s elders. But
Romney’s own civil rights record is so
impeccable that his percentage of Mich-
igan’s Negro vote has gone up in each
of his three gubernatorial campaigns.

Williams also believes that “the doc-
trine will be changed, and in my life-
time.” The problem is that Mormon
belief cannot be redefined by conven-
tion or popular vote but only by a direct
revelation from God to the President,
Prophet and Seer of the church. Al-
though he insists that most Mormons
are not prejudiced against Negroes,
President McKay has declared that he
sees no possibility of a new revelation
on the teaching. McKay’s probable suc-
cessor, Joseph Fielding Smith, 90, presi-
dent of the Council of the Twelve Apos-
tles, has also said that he thinks a new
revelation unlikely to occur soon. Un-
willing to create a church schism over
the issue, many Mormon liberals are
confident that the continuing pressure
of the civil rights revolution will sooner
or later provoke a new divine dispensa-
tion—just as changing social conditions
and government pressure led eventually
to a “revelation” in 1890 that Mormon-
ism should abandon polygamy.

PROTESTANTS
An Act of Defiance

Ever since the Berlin Wall went up,
East Germany’s Communist govern-
ment has been pressuring the country’s
Evangelical Church to break its ties
with Protestantism in West Germany.
Last week, in a remarkable act of defi-
ance against their Red bosses, East Ger-
man Protestant leaders unanimously
voted to maintain the union—and then
went on to join with their West German
counterparts in electing a new chairman
of the All-German Church Council.

Both actions took place at the annual
synods of the two churches, which met
under difficult conditions. In the past,
the two branches of Protestantism have
gathered in different sectors of divided
Berlin, and some West Germans have
been allowed to visit their brethren in
the east. This time, Communist officials
forced the East German synod to meet
at Fiirstenwalde, 20 miles from Berlin—
and made it clear ahead of time that
they expected the meeting to end in a
formal schism (TIME, April 7).

Strength from the Lord. Their hopes
were bluntly disappointed. Addressing
the opening session of the East German
synod, Bishop Friedrich Wilhelm Krum-
macher of Greifswald warned: “If
Christians, who are limbs of the one
Lord, and who belong together as limbs
of one church, are no longer allowed to
be mentioned in one breath, it is no
longer an institutional question but a
matter of the unity of faith in one
Lord.”

Inspired by this proclamation, the 42
delegates issued a statement of policy,
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Stonehouse. Commons, however, was
not in the mood to pay tribute to any-
one. And the very fact that Bristol Sid-
deley turned loose so much money only
increased suspicions that something was
wrong.

Indeed, while both the ministry and
the company bore their share of criti-
cism, Britain’s defense industry con-
tracts seemed to be the main target of
the debate. Critics in the press and Par-
liament alike were quick to remember
that the same thing happened only three
years ago, when Ferranti, Ltd., repaid
$12 million after acknowledging an
82% profit manufacturing Bloodhound
missiles. Since then, there has been no
significant change in the basis for con-
tracting. The government still has no
legal redress for excess profits.

The obvious loser in this unbusiness-
like scheme is Britain’s aircraft industry.
It is foundering between inefficiency
and inordinately high profits. The ex-
pense of developing the TSR 2 bomber,
for example, became so outlandish that
the government instead decided to buy
50 American F-111s. Commercial lines
have suffered too; BOAC, after innu-
merable problems with British-made
equipment, put $154 million down on
six Boeing 747s.

Inevitably, the Bristol Siddeley affair
is expected to reach far beyond the bal-
ance sheets of any one company. Its
settlement surely will affect the future
of Britain’s aviation industry and, if
parliamentary critics have their way,
the entire practice of defense-industry
contracting.

MILESTONES

Married. Phyllis Field Drummond,
30, daughter of the late Marshall Field
III, heir to the Chicago department-
store empire and publisher of the Chi-
cago Sun-Times; and Louis de Flers,
35, general manager of a French chem-
ical firm; she for the second time, he
for the first; in Ridgeland, S.C.

Divorced. The Earl of Harewood,
44, first cousin of Queen Elizabeth II,
and 18th in line of succession to the
British throne; by the Countess of Hare-
wood, 39; on uncontested charges of
adultery with Patricia Tuckwell, 38,
Australian-born onetime model who
bore him a son in 1964; after 17 years
of marriage, three children; in London.

Died. Sir William Neil Connor, 57,
British columnist better known as “Cas-
sandra,” who for 31 years in the Lon-
don Daily Mirror cut and thrust with
fine partiality and fierce wit at every-
thing from Germany to Radio Moscow
and Joe McCarthy, plus sports, doctors,
dogs, commercial TV and many of its
performers; after a long illness; in Lon-
don. Cassandra once described Liberace
as “this deadly, winking, sniggering,
snuggling, chromium-plated, scent-im-
pregnated, luminous, quivering, gig-
gling, fruit-flavoured, mincing, ice-cov-
ered heap of mother-love.” And there-
upon Liberace sued for libel and won
a $22,400 judgment.

Died. William White, 70, chairman
of the Erie Lackawanna Railroad since
1963, a survivor of the days when rails,
not planes, carried the U.S. public, who
started out at 16 with the Erie, climbed
the traditional ladder to the presidency
of the New York Central in 1952, only
to be forced out two years later in a
raucous proxy fight, then moved on to
the Delaware and Hudson and the Erie
Lackawanna, which he highballed from
a $17 million loss in 1963 to a $6,700,-
000 profit last year; of a heart attack;
in Cleveland.
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Died. Emil Frei Jr., 71, one of the
foremost U.S. artists in stained glass,
who took over-his father’s glass firm to
promote a revival of an art that had
waned since its flowering in the Middle
Ages, combining richly colored abstract
forms and contemporary symbolism,
thus creating effects no other medium
can achieve; after a long heart illness;
in Kirkwood, Mo.

Died. Mischa Elman, 76, violinist,
who rose from a Ukrainian ghetto to
play before the Czar by the time he
was 17 years old, immigrated to the
U.S. in 1908, where his sensuous, pul-
sating “Elman tone,” far richer than
the restrained vibrato and small tone
then in vogue, took the music world by
storm (to a fan who once gushed that
he played like a god, Elman replied,
“A god doesn’t improve; I do”) and
launched a marathon, 5,014-concert
career that continued until his death; of
a heart attack; in New York.

Died. Hermann Joseph Muller, 76,
U.S. geneticist who won the Nobel Prize
in 1946 for his 1927 experiments in
which he bombarded fruit flies with
X rays to produce weird mutations and
demonstrated long before the atomic
age the effects of radiation on genes,
an outspoken scientist, most recently
advocating the establishment of artifi-
cial insemination banks to store the fro-
zen sperm of gifted men to improve the
human race now and in the future;
of heart disease; in Indianapolis.

Died. Eleanor Wilson McAdoo, 77,
youngest and last surviving of Wood-
row Wilson’s three daughters, who in
1914 married Wilson’s Secretary of the
Treasury, William Gibbs McAdoo, in
a White House ceremony, saw her mar-
riage end in divorce after 20 years, and
devoted the rest of her life to her fa-
ther’s memory in speeches, articles and
several books; of a cerebral hemor-
rhage; in Montecito, Calif.
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WARNING!

LANGUAGE CHANGES!

So should your dictionary! .

Old dictionaries cannot give you the
thousands of new words that have
entered our language in recent years.
But the completely new Webster’s
Seventh New Collegiate does: it has
20,000 new words and new mean-

ings . . . 130,000 entries. It is the only
desk dictionary based on today’s un-
abridged authority: Webster's Third
New International Dictionary.

Get Webster’s Seventh New Colle-
giate at book, department, or stationery
stores. $5.75 plain ; $6.75 indexed.

Beware of substitute “Websters".
Insist on the genuine

WEBSTER'S SEVENTH
NEW COLLEGIATE

k ©G. & C. Merriam Co., Springfield, Mass. 01 IOIJ

COLLEGE STUDENTS

Undergraduate, graduate, part-time
Represent Time Inc. on campus. Sell
TIME, LIFE and SPORTS ILLUSTRATED at
special student rates. Earn liberal com-
missions; no paperwork or billing. Inter-
ested? Write today: Time Inc. College
Bureau, TIME & LIFE Bldg., Rockefeller

Center, New York, N.Y. 10020

Shrinks Hemorrhoids
New Way Without Surgery
Stops Itch - Relieves Pain

For the first time science has found a
new healing substance with the astonishing
ability to shrink hemorrhoids and to relieve
pain — without surgery.

In case after case, while gently relieving
pain, actual reduction (shrinkage) took place.

Most amazing of all —results were so
thorough that sufferers made astonishing
statements like “Piles have ceased to be a
problem!”

The secret is a new healing substance
(Bio-Dyne®) —discovery of a world-famous
research institute.

This substance is now available in sup-
pository or ointment form under the name
Preparation H®. Ask for it at all drug
counters.
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